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NCAA. Division I-A Football Preview 


He coached under ae He played under 
Tom Osborne. | Bob Devaney. 


Now Frank Solich gets his turn in the spotlight. 
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HUSKERS ’98 ‘unas gatas oD INI 
This could be start of something big 


Giegaine Sonne forduell earns 
game. Some football teams 2 
go through coaches the way Prep, state college previews next Sunday 
ee Se Taylor goes through You won't find any high school or state college previews 
Not Nebraska. in this section. We're saving those for next Sunday’s 
Frank Solich is just the third Journal Star. Your patience will be rewarded with bigger, 
man to coach the Cornhuskers better and more up-to-date stories and photos on teams in 
in 36 years. Southeast Nebraska. 
Bob Devaney took over in 


1962 and stayed on as head 
coach through the 1972 season. the hallway that leads fromthe | which means a lot of players are 
In 1973, Tom Osborne began a Nebraska locker room to the being asked to step up and take 


pretty fair 25-yearrunascoach. field — Tom Osborne Field. charge for the first time. 

No other Big 12 school has “When I walk down that hall, Bobby Newcombe is taking 
had fewer than five headcoach- _ the display of every year since over for Scott Frost at quarter- 
es during that span. Kansas, 1962 is there,” Solich said. “It’s back. DeAngelo Evans and 
Oklahoma and Oklahoma State tough to walk out tothe field and company are replacing Ahman 
have had eight. not know the wins, what the Green at I-back. The offensive 

Saturday's season opener coaches have done here.” line is full of new faces. 
against Louisiana Tech will be What they’ve done is put In this 44-page season pre- 
one for the books because it will together 29 straight seasons of view section, our focus is on 
officially mark the start of the nine wins or more. ; Solich and some of the NU play- 
Solich era. Though most of the attention ers who will be taking on more 

After playing at NU andthen __ is on the coach, Solich is far responsibility this season. We’ve 

JOURNAL STAR LIBRARY eing part of the coaching staff fromthe only one entering the also tried to carry that theme 
: - : for 19 years, Solich knows the spotlight this year. Twelve through to our stories on the 
Tom Osborne talks to Frank Solich during a practice before history that he’s being askedto _—_ starters are gone fromthe 1997 | Huskers’ 1998 opponents. 
the 1998 Orange Bowl. It was Osborne's last game as head embellish. Reminders of allthe | team that won a national cham- : So start turning the pages. 


coach. Solich will coach his first game Saturday. great seasons cover the wallsof _ pionship with a 13-0 record, This is just the beginning. 


4N-5N 
The Husker football program is 
now in the hands of Frank Solich, an 
intense competitor who knows not to 
mess with a good thing. 


6N-21N 
Quarterback Bobby Newcombe is 
one of many players entering the 
spotlight this season for a team that 
had to replace 12 starters. 
6N — Team overview 
7N — Quarterbacks: Bobby 
Newcombe 
8N — Running backs: DeAngelo 
Evans 
9N — Receivers: John Gibson 
10N — Offensive line: Ben 
Gessford 
11N — 1998 NU recruits, walk-ons. 


JOURNAL STAR LIBRARY 


12N — Defensive line: Steve . 
Warren/Jason Wiltz Bobby Newcombe inherits the starting quarterback job and is one of many new faces in the spotlight this year. 
13N — Rush ends: Kyle 
Vanden Bosch © 
14N — Linebackers: Eric Johnson ay oxi hee 
45N — Secondary: Joe Walker 24N -38N 3a3N — Texas 
17N — Kickers: Bill Lafleur ~~ The Huskers’ schedule includes sev- 33N — lowa State Section editor: Karl Vogel 
17N — Special teams: Dominic eral 1997 bow! teams. For each team 34N — Kansas State ges sali sour Mabe Mt 
Raiola NU will play in 1998, we've singled out 36N — Colorado TO tN oe 
ZO =e= eeicHners a player or coach who will be getting a 38N — Other Big 12 teams Stories: Ken Hambleton, Steven M. 
21N — 1998 NU roster little extra attention this season. Sipple, Curt McKeever, Ryly Jane 
24N — Schedule overview Hentleton Bon ea Tedd Henyets 
isi 5 1D. anDrnies' 
25h —Eoulsiana Fen Cover phot: Raney Hampton 
26N — Alabama-Birmingham ON-42N Statistics, schedules: Lori Griffin 
26N — California 3 oe We would also like to thank the 
22N-23N 27N — Washington Schedules for every NCAA Division University of Nebraska sports informa- 
A poster-size look at the Huskers’ 29N — Oklahoma State . _, A team and a look at the bowl setup tion department for its assistance. 


schedule. 30N — Texas A&M for 1998. 
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Solich will 
teach team 
his way 


BY KEN HAMBLETON 
Lincoln Journal Star 


Behind the smile, behind the 
squinty gaze, behind the short- 
but-solid frame, is a tiger. 

“I’m not intimidated,” Frank 
Solich said. “I bite back.” 

Not that he’s ever had to in 54 
years since his birth in 
Johnstown, Pa., and his early 
childhood in Smokeless, Pa. He 
never had to fight back when he 
was recruited from Holy Name 
High School in Cleyeland to 
Nebraska by Bob Devaney. The 
battles were minimal during his 
two years of coaching at Omaha 
Holy Name and 11 years at 
Lincoln Southeast. 

He was in the background for 
most of the 19 years he spent at 
Nebraska as an assistant coach 
to Tom Osborne. 

Now, he’s in charge. 

Solich has as much knowl- 
edge of the Nebraska system, 
especially the offense, as any- 
one. But starting last year, he 
sunk his teeth into the offensive 
philosophy and won’t let go. 

As he said repeatedly, he 
doesn’t want to be caught short 
for answers during a game. 

“I feel comfortable with my 
knowledge of the offense,” he 
said. “We made some changes in 


‘the spring and a few adjust- 


ments this fall. We'll make some 
more during the season. 

“The offense has to be some- 
thing I know inside and out. ’'m 
going to leave the defense to 
Charlie McBride and the defen- 
sive staff and make sure I know 
as much as I can about my 
part.” 

It is well-documented that 
Solich has a tough act to follow. 

Tom Osborne won 255 games 
in 25 years. He lost just 49. His 
teams claimed three national 
titles and 13 conference titles. 
The graduation rate for the foot- 
ball team was estimated at over 
80 percent for his 25 years. 

Bob Devaney, before 
Osborne, had two national 
championships and brought 
Nebraska out of a two-decade 
slump and into national promi- 
nence. 

“I am not either Bob or 
Tom,” Solich said. “If you look at 


=a 
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THE COACH 


HE HUSKERS 


Entering the spotlight: Frank Solich 


Student becomes professor 


JOURNAL STAR LIBRARY 
First-year head coach Frank Solich watches the on-field action during April’s Spring Game. Solich says there won't be much of 
a change in Husker philosophy now that he’s coach. He’ll be drawing on 19 years of experience as an assistant to legendary 

coach Tom Osborne and from his playing days under legend Bob Devaney. 


what Tom accomplished over 
the last 25 years, no coach in the 
history of college football has 
been able to do that. To think I'll 
accomplish that, the odds will 
be against it. 

“On the other side of it, we 
have great players in our sys- 
tem and we have an excellent 
staff. We plan on continuing to 
move forward.” 


How do you move forward? 
ESPN analyst Lee Corso said 
Devaney and Osborne put 
together “the greatest run in 
the history of college football. 
And Tom Osborne is the epito- 


~ me of a college football coach.” 


Solich is a realist. 

“T will not equal Tom’s 
record in 25 years. I will not be 
coaching in 25 years. My goals 


are: earning the respect Tom 
has enjoyed will be my greatest 
challenge. The others are: to be 
honest, to be successful, to treat 
people fairly.” 

Solich said he will rely heav- 
ily on the example and friend- 
ship of his staff and the knowl- 
edge he gained from Osborne. 

“The questions are usually 
about making my own mark 


and what TF will change at 
Nebraska,” Solich said. “The 
list of things would be a lot 
longer if the questions were 
about what would I do just like 
Tom.” é, 

That’s understandable, con- 
sidering Nebraska’s dominance 
of college football in the 1990s. 


More on SOLICH, Page 5N 
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Solich/Carrying on NU’s legacy. 


Continued from Page 4N 


“What got them there, will be 
there under Coach Solich,” said 
Kansas State Coath Bill Snyder. 

Other Big 12 coaches had 
plenty of praise for Solich, too. 

“Frank knows football and 
I'm expecting nothing but the 
same from him as I expected 
from Tom,” said Texas Tech 
Coach Spike Dykes. “The lega- 
cy continues.” 


Oklahoma Coach John Blake 
said Solich will remain 
Nebraska on top. 


“He knows option football 
and he knows the people who 
ean run it. I don’t see a big 
change,” Blake said. 

Big 12. associate commission- 
er Donnie Duncan, who coached 
against Devaney and Osborne, 
said Solich understands the suc- 
cess formula at Nebraska. 

“They reached people they 
needed to reach. They made 
those people reach for more,” 
he said. “Frank Solich knows 
what works. That will work for 
Nebraska,” 

Justin Glasgow, a senior 
offensive guard at Kansas, may 
have said it best: “Changing 
coaches at Nebraska, I think, is 
like changing oil on a high-per- 
formance machine. Nebraska is 
always going to be a force.” 

“Frank Solich is too bright to 
miss a beat,” said Missouri 


Following a legend 


Coach Larry Smith. 

It’s almost impossible to 
miss Solich. He has probably 
done more interviews, sat 
through more radio shows and 
TV spots in his first eight 
months as head coach than he 
did in 19 years as an assistant 
coach. 

“It was a lot easier as an 
assistant,” Solich said. “I didn’t 
have the commitments and the 
needs of the media like I have 
now. Even through the summer, 
here in town, the calls from 
radio shows, the. requests for 
interviews from papers and 
magazines have been constant. 

“T'm trying to find a balance 


for those time demands andthe | 


need to stay on top of this pro- 
gram.” 

Solich makes time. He had 
no trouble making the 6:30 a.m. 
starts for the first week of two- 
a-day workouts. “I’m up pretty 
early and into football most of 
the rest of the day,” he said. The 
schedule is similar to Osborne’s 


‘5 am. start and 10 or 11 p.m. fin- 


ish from the start of football 
practice until signing day for 
recruiting in February. 

He runs the staff meeting 
and heads the offensive coaches 
meetings. He visits the running 
backs meetings and sits in on all 
the quarterback meetings. 

“I try to spend some time 
with defense, but I want to be on 


Husker head coaches 


Frank Crawford 
Charles Thomas 
E.N. Robinson 
Fielding H. Yost 
A.E. Branch 
W.C, “Bum 
Amos Foster 
W.C. Cole 
E.O. “Jumbo” Stiehm 
E.J. Stewart 

W.G. Kline 

Henry Schulte 

Fred T. Dawson 

E.E. Bea 

Dana X. Bible 
L.McC. Jones 

Glenn Presnell 

A.J. Lewandowski 
George Clark 
Bernie Masterson 
Bill Glassford 

Pete Elliott 

Bill Jennings 

Bob Devane' 

Tom Osborne 


Booth 


FIRST YEAR 
Year 
1893 
1895 


Years 
1893-94 
1895 
1896-97 


Record 
3-2-1 
6-3-0 


1911 

1916 
1918 
1919 
1921 

1925 
1929 
1937 
1942 
1943 
1945 
1946 
1949 
1956 
1957 
1962 
1973 


2-3-1 
3-3-2 
7-1-0 
4-2-2 
4-1-3 
6-1-2 


1946-47 
1949-55 
1956 

1957-61 


9-2-1 


top of this offense,” he said. known for immediate adjust- 
To be “ontop” means having ments in a game, calling on 
the ability to use personalexpe- plays, blocking schemes and 


rience as well as the historical 
knowledge of assistants Milt 
Tenopir, Dan Young, Ron 
Brown and Dave Gillespie. 
Osborne and his staff were 


formations used in particular 
situations in the past. 

“I worked hard to get to that 
point where we have an answer 
and we have the preparation to 
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1962-72 
1973-97 


5N 


OVERALL 
Record 
9-4-1 
6-3-0 
11-4-1 


Pct. 
.679 
.667 
719 


1945, 1948 


31-35-3 
4-6-0 
15-34-1 
101-20-2 
255-49-3 


.829 
836 


call just about anything we need 
whenever we need it,” Solich 
said. 

Quarterback Bobby 
Newcombe, who will take over 
this year, said Solich has 
worked to make sure everyone 
involved in the offense knows as 
much as possible. 

“He wants us to be able to 
make decisions on the field the 
same way he would on the side- 
lines,”, Newcombe said. “We 


LEGENDS 


Bob Devaney, Nebraska (1962-72) 

After a five-year stint at Wyoming, during which he rebuilt the 
Cowboys’ program, Devaney took over a Cornhusker program that had, 
been down for almost two decades. His first team (1962) upset Michigan 
on the road and went on to a 9-2 record, including a win over Aubum in 
the Orange Bowl. His 1970 and 1971 teams won national titles and the 
1965 team fost a shot at a national crown with an Orange Bow! loss to 
Alabama. In 11 years at NU, Devaney’s teams went 101-20-2. 


Paul “Bear” Bryant, Alabama (1958-82) 
in 25 years as head coach at Alabama (1958-82), Bryant was 232- 
46-9 (.824). He led the Crimson Tide to six national titles, 13 
Southeastern Conference crowns and 24 straight bowl appearances. He 
was named coach of the year three times. The Tide went 8-4 in his last 
season in 1982 and Bryant died less than a month after his final game. 


Woody Hayes, Ohio State (1951-78) 
In 28 years at Ohio State, Hayes was 205-61-10 (.761). While Hayes 
stalked the sidelines, the Buckeyes won five national titles and narrowly 


missed out on four others while capturing 13 Big Ten-crowns, including 
six straight from 1972-77. His final team went 7-4-1 and he was forced 
out after slugging an opposing player during the Buckeyes’ Gator Bowl 


game in 1978. 


John McKay, Southern California (1960-75) 
in 16 seasons (1960-75), McKay's teams were 127-40-8 (.749). He 
guided the Trojans to four national titles (1962, 1967, 1972, 1974) and 
eight Rose Bowls. His final team was 8-4. He left to become head coach 
of the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. 


Barry Switzer, Oklahoma (1973-88) 

The head coach at Oklahoma from 1973-88, he was the winningest 
active coach in the country in his 16 years, going 157-29-4 (.837). His 
jaams won three national titles (1974, 1975 and 1985) and 12 Big Eight 
crowns. His final team was 9-3. He resigned amid widespread scandal in 
the program. 


Lou Holtz, Notre Dame (1986-96) 
in 11 seasons as Notre Dame’s head coach (1986-96), Holtz was 
100-30-2 (.765). He led Notre Dame to the 1988 national championship 
and remains 11th on the NCAA all-time win list for Division i coaches 
with 235 wins. Holtz took his teams to nine straight New Year's Day bowl 
games (1987-95). 


REPLACEMENTS 


Tom Osborne, Nebraska (1973-97) 

NU's offensive coordinator in the last half of the Devaney era, 
Osborne took over in 1973. His teams were consistent, each winning at 
least nine games every season. The 1983 team was a juggernaut on its 
way to a national crown, but lost 31-30 to Miami, Fla., in the Orange 
Bowl. His teams dominated the 1990s, winning three national titles 
(1994, 1995 and 1997) and barely losing another in 1993. He retired this 
year as the NCAA's fifth-winningest coach of all time — 255-49-3 (.836). 


Ray Perkins, Alabama (1983-86) 

In four seasons (1983-86), Perkins’ teams went 32-15-1 (.677). He led 
the Crimson Tide to the Sun Bowl twice and the Aloha Bowl, going 3-0 
in those games. He came under fire in 1984, when Alabama went 5-6 — 
the Tide's first losing season since 1957. Perkins left after the 1986 sea- 
son to become coach of the Tampa Bay Buccaneers of the NFL. 


Earle Bruce, Ohio State (1979-87) 

In nine seasons (1979-87) after coming to Columbus from lowa State, 
Bruce’s teams went 81-26-1 (.755). He guided the Buckeyes to a Big Ten 
title or a share of the crown in 1979, 1981, 1984 and 1986. Bruce led 
OSU to two Rose Bow! appearances, losing both. His final team was 6- 
4-1 and he was fired after the season. 


John Robinson, Southern California (1976-82, 1993-97) 
Robinson went 67-14-2 (.819) and leading the Trojans to a national 
title in 1978, before leaving to coach the NFL's Los Angeles Rams. He 
returned to USC as head coach from 1993-97, going 37-21-2 (.633). He 
went 6-5 his last season and was fired. 


Gary Gibbs, Oklahoma (1989-94) 

Gibbs took over the program during one of the toughest periods its 
ever known and guided the Sooners to a 44-23-2 record in six seasons 
(652). Gibbs’ second squad beat Nebraska 45-10 in 1990 in Norman, 
Okla., and the Sooners were 2-1 in bowl games during Gibbs' reign. But 
Gibbs resigned after a disappointing 6-6 mark in 1994. 


Bob Davie, Notre Dame (1997-98) 

In Davie’s first season — last year — the Fighting Irish won their last 
five regular-season games to salvage an otherwise disappointing regular 
season. Notre Dame fell 27-9 to Louisiana State in the Independence 
Bowl. r 


spend a lot of time in meetings, 
going over tape and talking 
about this possibility and that 
possibility.” 

Senior fullback 
Makovicka agreed. 

“We're not affected as much 
as everybody thinks,” he said. 
“We're not going to change style 
or philosophy. Coach Solich is 
such a perfectionist, he will stay 
with what works and try to 
improve on that. All you have to 
do is look in his eyes when he 
starts talking about this team.” 

Senior linebacker Jay 
Foreman said the motivation to 
play well for Solich is automat- 
ic. 

“We're obligated to play well 
for ourselves and the team and 
for the tradition of the pro- 
gram,” he said. “None of us ever 
thought about playing for any- 
body but Tom Osborne, and in a 
way we will still be playing not 
only for him but Coach Solich, 
too.” 

For Solich there are two 
ways of measuring sticcess in 
his first year. 

*T want to be boring to the 
press and coach an exciting 
team for the players and the 
fans,” he joked. “I'll do what I 


Joel 


think it takes. I have a pretty 


good idea of what that means.” 


ee 
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SEASON OVERVIEW 


Solich sees few problems among the ‘ifs’ 


BY KEN HAMBLETON 


Lincoln Journal Star 


If Bobby Newcombe throws 
enough passes ... 

If Adam Julch and Jeff 
Clausen heal quick enough... 

If somebody can light a fire 
the way Jason Peter and Grant 
Wistrom did... 

If Frank Solich picks up 
where -Tom Osborne left off... 

The “ifs” make 1998 the be 
the most intriguing Nebraska 
football season since 1962 or 1973, 
the Cornhuskers go for a fourth 
national title in five years. 

Solich thinks there are 
answers to all the questions. 
Newcombe threw plenty of 
passes and appears sharp for 
the fall. The Husker offensive 
line appears to be making 
progress. 

The question of leadership 
appears answered, too with full- 
back Joel Makovicka, line- 
backer Jay Foreman, defensive 
backs Ralph and Mike Brown, 
rush ends Mike Rucker and 
Chad Kelsay and center Josh 
Heskew all leading on and off 
the field. 

In 1962, when Bob Devaney 
took over, Nebraska stormed to 


a 9-2 record, ending eight years 
of losing seasons and beginning 
a 36-year streak of success 
unmatched in college football 
history. 

In 1973, Tom Osborne’s first 
team blasted off to a 9-2-1 
record and began a streak of 
nine-win, bow] trip seasons that 
is still intact. 

Along the way, Devaney 
picked up two national titles at 
the end of his 10-year coaching 
reign. Osborne won three 
national titles, and almost a 
fourth, in his last five years of a 
brilliant 25-year career. 

If the “ifs” are answered 
positively in 1998, Solich could 
chase the national champi- 
onship in his first year as head 
coach. 

“It’s usually not the best for- 
mula to start with an inexperi- 
enced quarterback and an inex- 
perienced offensive line,” Solich 
said. “We think we have the 
people who can play those posi- 
tions well, though.” 

Only center Josh Heskew 
returns as a starter in the offen- 
sive line that led the nation in 
rushing (as usual) last year. 
Tackles Clausen and Julch had 


surgery in May and are on 
track to return. Former walkon 
Jason Schwab, and redshirt 
freshman Dave Volk are likely 
to compete and complete the 
depth at tackle. Ben Gessford, a 
former walkon from Lincoln 
East, , the oft-injured James 
Sherman and a long list of new- 
comers will compete at guard. 

“It will take time but we feel 
we have the talent, just not the 
experience at offensive line,” 
Solich said. 

He completed the thought by 


' adding, Nebraska’s defense 


may have to carry the load 
through the first few games 
while the offense gets settled. 

Newcombe played just two 
games as a backup quarterback 
last fall before he moved to 
wingback, He tried quarterback 
again in the spring and won the 
job from Frankie London, now 
a wingback. 

“He has the potential to go 90 
yards on any play,” Solich said. 
“He has thrown the ball all sum- 
mer. He has studied the offense 
and we feel he is ready.” 

The rest of Nebraska’s 
offense is tried, tested and true. 

Even though Ahman Green 


left early for the NFL, 
Nebraska has the quality and 
depth at I-back that rivals any 
in the past. DeAngelo Evans, 
out in 1997 with a groin injury, is 
back and shows signs of return- 
ing to the form that dazzled the 
Big 12 in 1996. His backups, 
Correll Buckhalter, Dan 
Alexander and Dahrran 
Diedrick all have plenty of 
potential. Buckhalter played 
extensively last year as a fresh- 
man, Alexander, at 6-foot and 
255-pounds, has been spectacu- 
lar in the last two spring games 
and is completely healthy going 
into the fall. 

“Correll is just a great back 
and Alexander is a very inter- 
esting back with all that size 
and speed,” Solich said. 

In front of them, Makovicka 
and three experienced backups 
will carry the load. Solich com- 
pared Makovicka to the best in 
Nebraska history, including 
Tom Rathman, Lance Lewis 
and Andra Franklin. 

The picture is complete with 
solid, if not magical receivers 
Shevin Wiggins, Matt Davison, 
Kenny Cheatham, Lance Brown 
and tight end Sheldon Jackson. 


Still the weight may be on 
the defense early. 

It starts with the outside 
front line speed and power of 
rush ends Mike Rucker and 
Chad Kelsay, along with promis- 
ing backup Kyle Vanden Bosch, 
and huge defensive tackles 
Steve Warren and Jason Wiltz. 

The three linebacker posi- 
tions are as deep as the rush 
ends with senior Jay Foreman 
and Carlos Polk in the middle, 
experienced Brian Shaw and 
Tony Ortiz on the strong side 
and Eric Johnson and Julius 
Jackson on the weakside. 

The entire secondary 
returns as well. 

Even kicker Kris Brown, 
who has set or is expected to 
set every kicking record in 
school history returns. 

“TI don't see a lot of problem 
areas other than filling the gaps 
in the offensive line, backups at 
defensive tackles,” said Solich. 
“The big problems will come 
from a schedule that is as good 
as anybody’s around. 

“But nothing is easy. It never 
is. Everybody around here 
knows that.” 


FOOTBALL PARKING 


ANNOUNCING . 
PRE-PAID FOOTBALL PARKING IN LINCOLN’S CITY OWNED GARAGES 


Imagine arriving 5 minutes before the game 
and ariving right into your space. 
no more parking worries. 


SEASON PASSES 


includes $3 Bones charge and 
refundable $10 card deposit 


CALL (402) 441-6472 
OR WRITE... 


Now is the time! Start your lawn where 
Mother Nature will help you. This is grass 
seeding time. Over seeding, starting a 
new lawn, or spot seeding, we have the 
right blend of grass seed for you. 


We do all the work : 
All you have to dot buy 
the pass and show up. 

Your Sea 
T 


Williams carries 
fescue blends, 
bluegrass and 
bluegrass blends, 
shade blends that 
really work. 


LAWN 
STARTER 
Also 


available in 


1,000 sq. ft. 
for $4.00 


Rata 
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. 
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Planting Time 
For Fall 
Nursery Stock 
ls Near 


: arden enter 


é * and FLOWER SHOP 
4742 No. 48th 


Join us every game day at: 


228 North 12, 475-0900 


466-1984 


BY KEN HAMBLETON 


Lincoln Journal Star 


Midway into the 1998 season, 
Bobby Newcombe has made a few 
mistakes, but he’s produced enough 
offense to have the Nebraska foot- 
ball team undefeated. 

Wait. 

What? 

Like most athletes, Newcombe 
goes through a visualization tech- 
nique. He sits in a quiet spot and pic- 
tures his aetions, reactions and 
motions through a number of game- 
type situations. 

By mid-August, he’s already 
played about half the season in his 
mind. 

On the field, he’s yet to play his 
first starting role as Nebraska quar- 
terback, He saw limited action at 
quarterback as a freshman. He was 
stunning in his debut. He picked up 22 
yards on a broken 
play, one he admit- 
ted he messed up. 
He completed his 
only pass. But it 


THE HUSKERS 


QUARTERBACKS 
Entering the spotlight: Bobby Newcombe 


Great expectations don’t bother QB 


ALSO STARRING 
Eric Crouch 


became obvious his 
time on the field as 
a quarterback 
would be severely 
limited because of 
the exceptional 
play of Scott Frost 
and backup 
Frankie London. 
Newcombe moved 
to wingback. 

“We have to get 
him on the field,” 
said then-head 


coach Tom 
Osborne. 
The results were 


ineredible. 
Newcombe set a 
team record for 
yards per punt 
return, broke 
defenses with spec- 
tacular catches and 
dazzled fans with 
his running. He 
returned to quar- 
terback after the 
national champi- 
onship season, bat- 
tled his) way 


6-0 190 freshman 
The 1996 Journal Star 

offensive player of the year 
sat out last year because of 
an early injury. Made big 
strides in the spring and is a 
solid backup for this fall. Has 
arm strength and speed, plus 
experience in running option- 
type offense in high school. A 
fop sprinter in high school, 
Crouch is stronger, more 
mature and better able to step 
in than many think, 


Monte Christo 


QB 60 200 

The oft-injured Christo 
was forced into action in 1994 
as a freshman. But he was 
injured, sat out 1995 with an 
injury, missed much of the 
1996 and 1998 springs with 
injuries and has been No. 3 
the last two seasons. He is 
healthy and can run the 
option. 


OVERALL OUTLOOK 

Bobby Newcombe is the 
future but Crouch is just as 
fast and maybe a little 
stronger thrower. Nebraska 
will probably not lose a step 
even without the experience 
and maturity of Scott Frost. 
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Bobby Newcombe (12) eludes Oklahoma punter Brian Shackelford (88) as Shevin Wiggins (5) 


watches during last season’s game in Lincoln. The Huskers won 69-7. 


became a leader 
by example with 
his early starts and 
late finishes. His 
work in the weight 
room and on the 
field earned the 
praise of nearly all 
his teammates. 
The effort was 
not lost on Coach 
Frank Solich either. 
“Bobby has a lot 
of expectations 


through spring and 
grabbed ‘the No. 1 
spot at the position by May. 

Since then, Newcombe has been 
honing his skills, focusing his mind 
and preparing in'every way he canto 
succeed Scott Frost. 

“I. know it's a big, big job here,” 
Neweombe said. “Tommie Frazier, 
Scott Frost, Brook Berringer, all 
those guys héré in the past have been 
great. I want to be a part of that lega- 
ey and I’m doing everything I can to 
live up te that standard.” 

Neweombe’s preparation during 
the summer included daily workouts 
in Memorial Stadium in conditioning 
classes and in the passing league. He 


and I have pretty 
much those same 
expectations,” 
Solich said. “He can make plays. He 
can be a leader. He can run arid he 
can throw. The key for him, and any 
of our quarterbacks, is to get us into 
the right plays. With all the audibling 
(changing plays at the line of scrim- 
mage), he’s going to have to make 
that so it's automatic.” 

Solich said last spring he wanted 
Neweombe to study films; throw a 
lot and praetice the option pitches 
with friends all summer. 

The message is clear for 
Newcombe. 

“I've been sitting in the offices, 


watching tape all summer,” he said. 
“T studied Scott Frost because he was 
so effective and so confident. I stud- 
ied some of this year’s opponents, too. 
I've also continued my study of the 
playbook. I’ve been studying that for 
a year and a half because I got one 
last summer before I even was a 
member of the team. 

“That's all a part of executing the 
offense. I have to be confident in 
every play on the field. You don’t 
want to go into any game with a lot 
of ‘ifs’ without answers.” 

Newcombe has a history of com- 
ing up with the answers. 

At Highlands High School in 
Albuquerque, N.M., he was a Parade 
All-American quarterback, an all- 
state basketball player and a four- 
event state track gold medalist. He 
competed in the decathlon and was 
named the Gatorade Player of the 
Year in football, basketball and 
track. He also earned four letters on 
the baseball team. 

“When I got recruited, Coach 
Osborne said I could play quarter- 
back here,” Newcombe said. “I got a 
chance, went to wingback and got 
another chance at quarterback. 

“It's what I always wanted. They 


want quarterbacks here to run and 
pass and do athletic stuff. I want to 
be an athletic quarterback. 
Nebraska has always had one was 
athletic and who can get the most 
out of what he has to work with.” 

Now, as quarterback coach 
Turner Gill said last spring, “It’s 
Bobby’s job to lose.” 

Newcombe also has the challenge 
of playing behind a relatively new 
offensive line. Only senior center 
Josh Heskew returns as a starter. 

“Say what you want but this 
offensive line works hard at being 
physically tough and mentally 
tough,” Newcombe said. “I think 
we're going to see more out of them 


than anybody would expect because . 


they are the ones who will carry the 
offense through this season. They 
work every day and it shows, 

“There is time and there is pro- 
tection there for any quarterback. 
We have great receivers, great 
backs. All a quarterback has to do is 
learn to use all the weapons this 
offense has. 

“T'll know when I’ve prepared 
myself. It will take every practice 
this fall and even some games this 
year, next year and the year after.” 


“iN 
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__ALSO STARRING _ 


Correll Buckhalter 
1B 6-0 225 
Last season, Buckhalter 

was Ahman Green's backup 
from the start and rushed for 
311 yards and six touch- 
downs. He immediately 
gained the coaches’ confi- 
dence by rushing for a com- 
bined 143 yards and four 
touchdowns in the first two 

, games. His size enables him 
to pick up yards after contact. 


Alexander suffered a torn 
anterior cruciate ligament in 
the 1997 Spring Game but 
returned to action just four 
months after surgery. He fin- 
ished the season with 16 car- 
ries for 73 yards. He led all 
Huskers with 2,368 points in 
pre-season physical testing 
and is regarded as the team’s 
most impressive physical 
specimen. Like Buckhalter, he 
is an |-back who punishes 
tacklers. 


Joel Makovicka 

FB 5-11 240 senior 

The East Butler High 
School graduate is rated as 
the No. 2 fullback in the nation 
by Lindy’s magazine. A former 
walk-on, he earned honor- 
able-mention All-Big 12 hon- 
ors last season and could 
become the Huskers’ first all- 
conference fullback since Tom 
Rathman in 1985. Last sea- 
son he rushed 105 times for 
685 yards and nine touch- 
downs, a school record for his 
position. 


Billy 

FB 5-11 230 senior 

Another former walk-on, 
Legate underwent minor knee 
surgery in preseason camp 
but could return early in the 
season. Last season, Legate 
backed up Makovicka, playing 
in every game and rushing 12 
times for 74 yards. He is also 
one of the Huskers’ key spe- 
cial-teams performers. 


Willie Miller 


60 230. 

Miller redshirted in 1996 
and was the No. 3 man last 
season, rushing for 49 yards 
in 10 games. He will most 
likely see increased playing 
time this year. 


——eEeEey——_—EE_—__EEESS 
G In the last five 
months, I’ve come 
a long 


of going 
out and playing. 
— DeAngelo Evans 


RUNNING BACKS 
Entering the spotlight: DeAngelo Evans 
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Sophomore I-back DeAngelo Evans has spent long hours in the weight room this summer, targeting improved leg strength. 


This back is thrilled to be back 


BY STEVEN M. SIPPLE 


Lincoin Journal Star 


In the heat and sweat of two- 
a-day football practices, one 
might hear an occasional com- 
plaint from football players 
struggling to muddle through. 

Nebraska sophomore I-back 

DeAngelo Evans is a different 
story. 
“I appreciate (football) a lot 
more now,” he said. “I'll hear 
other players saying things like, 
"Man, we have to do this,’ but 'm 
happy to do anything. I’m happy 
to not be in street clothes.” 

Nebraska coaches and team- 
mates are happy to welcome 
back Evans, who was sidelined 
all last season with an abdomi- 
nal injury. With a new quarter- 
back and inexperienced offen- 
sive line, the Huskers would 
benefit greatly if Evans returns 
to the form of his freshman sea- 
son in 1996, when he rushed for 
776 yards and 14 touchdowns. 

“In the last five months, I’ve 
come a long way,” said Evans, 
who was granted a medical 
hardship last year. “I'm back to 
my old self. Now it’s just a mat- 
ter of going out and playing.” 

Evans played most of the last 
half df the 1996 season with his 
injury. His last game was a 130- 
yard, three-touchdown effort in 
a 37-27 loss to Texas in the Big 12 


Championship game. 

“I was about 50 percent for 
that game,” he said. “I don’t know 
how I even made it through.” 

Evans missed the Orange 
Bowl contest against Virginia 
Tech that season and underwent 
surgery in both July and 
October of 1997. 

It seemed nothing was help- 
ing Evans heal; the soreness 
persisted. He said there was a 
lot of confusion about how to 
handle his injury. He visited spe- 
cial doctors. At times, he doubt- 
ed he would play again. 

“I prayed, I cried — I’m not 
afraid to say that,” he said. 

Evans even considered 
changing his communications 
studies major. He said he hopes 
to find work in that field after 
playing in the National Football 
League. But for more than a 
year, Evans’ playing career was 
shrouded in doubt. 

The breakthrough occurred 
16 months after the 1996 confer- 
ence title game. Last March — 
March 13, to be exact — before 
the start of spring practice, 
first-year Nebraska head coach 
Frank Solich asked Evans to 
conduct a mini-workout at Cook 
Pavilion, the Huskers’ indoor 
practice facility. Evans per- 
formed hard cuts on the artifi- 
cial turf and felt fine. He had lost 


some speed, but that probably 
seemed inconsequential in the 
big picture. Because Evans felt 
no : 

The 5-foot-9, 210-pounder 
from Wichita, Kan., calls it “a 
miracle.” He will never forget 
March 13. 

“After that workout, I knew I 
could play,” he said. “I know my 
body. I didn’t have any pain, sol 
was like, ‘Why not?” 

Evans was cleared to partici- 
pate in spring practice, but 
coaches were careful to bring 
him along slowly. Evans admits 
he was rusty from missing out on 
strength and conditioning drills. 

“I was getting by on just ath- 
letic ability,” he said. 

But Evans progressed well, 
and fans cheered his return in 
the Spring Game, which he left 
early with a slight ankle sprain 
that has since healed. 

“When the fans cheered me, 
it almost made me cry,” he said. 
“T felt like I belonged again.” 

This past summer, Evans 
said, he put in long hours in the 
weight room, working especial- 
ly hard on his leg strength. Now 
his legs are noticeably bigger. 

“My legs are bigger and 
stronger than they've ever 
been,” he said. 

Evans said he has no linger- 
ing doubts about the injury 


returning. But he makes no 
guarantees when asked if it’s 
possible to return to his fresh- 
man form. 

“Anything’s possible, but I’m 
not worried about that,” he said. 
“I'm going to go out and play 
like I can and hopefully things 
will work out. I just have to 
focus on what I need to do. 

“I've always done the best 
I've could, and it's always 
seemed to be enough.” 

Evans made an immediate 
impact in 1996, winding up as 
Nebraska's second-leading 
rusher behind Ahman Green 
and leading the team with his 
freshman-record 14 TDs, 

This season Evans entered 
fall camp sharing the top I-back 
spot with Correll Buckhalter 
and Dan Alexander. Solich, how- 
ever, said Evans will be difficult 
to challenge as starter if he does 
indeed run the way he did as a 
freshman’ 

Evans wants to have a big 
season, in part, to repay the 
trainers, dectors and coaches 
who helped him recover from 
his injury, 

“That's what I really appreci- 
ate about this place — they did 
what they had to do to get me on 
the field,” he said. “I want to go. 
out and play well to give them 
thanks.” 


BY RYLY JANE HAMBLETON 


Lincoln Journal Star 


Just when things were looking up for 
John Gibson, he found himself searching 
for ways to stay focused. 

Gibson, a high school all-American, 
redshirted his first year at Nebraska and 
switched from split end to wingback. 
Things were going well until he tore his 
right anterior cruciate ligament in a fall 
scrimmage, underwent surgery and 
missed the rest of the season after catch- 
ing two passes in the season opener. 

“I was never really injured in high 
school; I'd had a good spring and summer 
and a good fall camp, so I was really dis- 
appointed I got hurt,” Gibson said. “T 
knew I was out for the season when I got 
hurt, so I thought I needed a more posi- 
tive attitude for this season. I had to keep 
my attitude straight so I could come 
back.” 

The Papillion-LaVista graduate, who 
was a two-time Journal Star Super- 
Stater and defensive player of the year 
after his senior season, has three years of 
eligibility remaining after receiving a 
medical hardship from the NCAA. 

He moved back to split end after 
spring ball and is projected third on 
the depth chart, behind returning letter- 
men Kenny Cheatham and Matt 
Davison. 

“It’s not that big of a change. When I 
first came in as a freshman, I was play- 
ing both,” said Gibson. “A lot of the routes 
are the same. There’s just a different 
blocking scheme. As a wingback, you 
block more linebackers and with split 
ends, you're more on corners and 
safeties. People more our size. 

“But I liked hitting in high school. It 
was great to sneak in on the linebackers 
and get a big hit. But there’s more think- 
ing out in the open so you have to be 
smarter than your opponent.” 

‘ There were several compelling rea- 
sons for Gibson to make the switch, 
according to receivers coach Ron 
Brown. 

“We moved John from wingback last 
year because we felt with Frankie 
London going toe wingback, we had 
enough depth at wingback. We also felt 
we could use another speed guy at split 
end,” he said. “And John has speed and is 
also very acrobatic. Some things are 
very different at split end. You have to 
have the ability to run a very precise 
route and Gibson has made a lot of 
progress in running precise routes. 

“He has very good hands and can 
adjust to a ball downfield and he has 
great downfield speed.” 

The depth and experience in the 
receiving positions — split end, tight end 
and wingback — may be as deep as it’s 
ever been, according to Brown. 

“When you look at pure talent, the 
split ends are very good. At split end, 
Kenny Cheatham is an awesome talent, 
Matt Davison is a very heady player and 
has great clutch ability. John Gibson is 
making the move; Wilson Thomas, our 
freshman, will get a tremendous look; 
and Billy Haafke is solid. 
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RECEIVERS 
Entering the spotlight: John Gibson 


Gibson healthy and happy in split-end role 


ERIC GREGORY/Lincoln Journal Star 


Split end John Gibson ties his shoes during a break from practice earlier this 
month. The sophomore from Papillion hopes to see plenty of playing time as 


he returns from a severe knee injury. 


“We play with such ferocity and the 
downfield blocking is so intense, you 
need depth at all the receiver spots and 
we had it. You have to have balance of 
talent at the different positions. At 
Nebraska, receivers are required to 
block on every single running play, so 
you're not just a decoy. That takes a lot 
out of you.” 


The receivers know that and accept it. 

“You have to be a little different 
breed to be a receiver at Nebraska,” said 
Davison, who teamed with Shevin 
Wiggins and Scott Frost for the colle- 
giate play of the year against Missouri. 
“We know our main job is blocking down- 
field.” 

The Husker receiving corps is well 
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ALSO STARRING 


Kenny Cheatham 
SE 64 210 senior 
A tall, pro-type receiver with blazing 
speed, Cheatham has been plagued by 
minor injuries throughout his NU career. 
Averaged 21.2 yards on 14 catches last 
year. 


Matt Davison 
6-0 180 sophomore 
Catching the “flea-kicker” touchdown 
pass against Missouri last year propeled 
this Tecumseh native to stardom. 
Caught 11 passes last year. 


Lance Brown 

5-11 190 senior 
Has averaged 19.5 yards per recep- 
tion over his three-year career. 

Shevin Wiggins 

5-11 260 senior 
Hasn't caught many passes at NU, 
but had 545 all-purpose yards last year. 


Frankie London 
WE 6-0 180 junior 
Former backup quarterback hasn't 
played receiver before, but boasts 
sprinter’s speed. 
Sheldon Jackson 
TE. 64 245 senior 
NU's most experienced tightend, . 
Jackson has 2 TD recpetions in each of 
the last 3 years and caught 11 passes 
last year. 


SE 


TJ. DeBates 


TE 6-3 250 junior 
Fourth-stringer last season, when he 
played mostly on special teams. 
Tracey Wistrom 
TE 6-4 215 freshman 
Redshirted last season, this Missouri 
native is the brother of NU’s 1998 
Lombardi Award winner Grant Wistrom. 


OVERALL OUTLOOK 

Receivers coach Ron Brown said 
this is one of the most experienced 
groups he has had. “Two years ago, a 
lot of the same guys were young, inex- 
perience guys at the time” Brown says 
depth is important at split end because , 
NU uses many formations that call for 
two players from that position. 
Leadership may be strongpoint with 
Brown, Wiggins and London back, 


aware of the situation and senior Lance 
Brown is happy to make the most of it. 

“The pass receptions will come. They 
may be few and far between, but to be a 
productive receiver at Nebraska, you 
have to block and good blocking takes 
consistency,” said Brown, who is the 
returning starter at wingback. “We 
come in thinking national championship 
as a team. I just want to go out and have 
as much fun as possible.” 

Being a willing blocker doesn’t mean 
the receivers don’t want to see the ball in 
the air. 

“ven though we are a running team, 
I think we'll trick them every now and 
then with a pass,” said Gibson. “The fact 
we're passing a little more gives the 
receivers a chance to showcase what 
they can do and it also takes pressure off 
the running game.” 
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OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Entering the spotlight: Ben Gessford 


Walk-on tackles starting job 


BY TODD HENRICHS 
Lincoln Journal Star 


As a walk-on, Ben Gessford 
nearly walked away from the 
Nebraska football program. 
Now, the Lincoln East graduate 
ison scholarship and on the 
verge of making his first start in 
an NU uniform. 

The Huskers, national cham- 
pions three of the past four sea- 
sons, begin this year with an 
offensive line full of question 
_ marks. Nebraska lost its 
starters at guard and tackle fol- 
lowing last season and began 
fall camp this year with two 


potential starters nursing 
injuries. 
By sticking it out when things 


were difficult, Gessford gave 
himself a chance to fulfill a 
dream and may have made a 
decision key to Nebraska’s 
future. 

“He’s like a lot of kids,” veter- 
an NU offensive line coach Milt 
Tenopir said. “Until a kid sees 
he’s got a chance to play, his 
intensity is: not quite as great. 
I’m guessing two and a half 


ed 
G He’s kind of like a lot of kids. Until a kid sees he’s 


got a chance to play, his intensity is not quite as 
great. I’m guessing two and a half years ago Ben 
finally saw where he might have a chance to fit 
into the mix. He stepped up the effort and has 
gotten himself physically strong enough to be a 
pretty good football player. 

— Nebraska offensive line coach Milt Tenopir 


years ago Ben finally saw where 
he might have a chance to fit in 
the mix. He stepped up the 
effort and has gotten himself 
physically strong enough to be a 
pretty good football player.” 

Gessford, now 6-foot-2 and 
290 pounds, is projected as 
Nebraska’s starting right guard. 
Only a year ago, he toiled behind 
starter Jon Zatechka and back- 
up Matt Hoskinson without a 
scholarship. Before that — 
shortly after his redshirt season 
of 1994 — he nearly bolted from 
the program altogether. 

“I kind of got burned out 


~ mills have been rated 
“Best Buy” by more nationally 
recognized publications than 
any other treadmill. This is a 
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excellence. 


eLocally Owned & Operated 


eNebraska’s #1 Treadmill 


Store 


eFree Delivery Within 200 Miles Of Lincoln 


PACEMASTER PRO-PLIUG. <> 
priority (1) FITNESS 


=a 
= SS 
Lincoln: 200 N. G6th ¢ East Park Plaza * 464-3131 ° Open 7 Days 
Omaha: 14477 W. Genter Road * 350-1133 » Next to Shopko * Open 7 Days 


EXCLUSIVE 
DEALER 


after a couple years,” Gessford 
said. “I kind of was tired of it. 

“My family and friends 
urged me to stick with it. They 
helped me out a lot.” 

Tenopir hopes to get plenty 
of help this season from 
Gessford, who can also play the 
tackle spots. The offensive line 
is being rebuilt around senior 
Josh Heskew, the starting cen- 
ter. James Sherman, a 295- 
pound junior, is the projected 
starter at left guard. The tackle 
spots will likely be held down by 
juniors Adam Julch, Jason 


More on LINE, Page 11N 
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Dislocated right ankle in the 
Spring Game but began fall drills 
by working out in one of the 
team’s two-a-day workouts. The 
most experienced of the four new 
offensive line starters, Julch 
played in 11 games last season 
in addition to duties on special 
teams. Should start at left tackle. 


Slowed by knee injuries dur- 
ing his first two seasons at NU, 
he begins 1998 as the projected 
starter at left guard. Last year 
Sherman saw time in 10 games 
and played in the Orange Bow! 


even though he had arthroscopic 
surgery on his left knee after the 
final regular-season game. 


Brandt Wade 
LG 6-2 300 senior 
Reduced to action in only six 
games a year ago due to liga- 
ment tear in his left knee but still 
managed third letter. 


Josh Heskew 

c 6-3 290 senior 

Offensive line coach Milt 
Tenopir calls Heskew the quick- 
est center ever at Nebraska, 
enough to make him a preseason 
Outland Trophy candidate. A 
string of 14 consecutive starts is 
not in jeopardy although Heskew 
missed spring drills for the sec- 
ond straight year after back 
surgery. 


Deep snapper for punts and 
placement kicks, Raiola also fig- 
ures to see time at center. Playing 
time in spring was heightened by 
absence of Heskew. 

Russ Hochstein 
RG 63 280 $0 

Beneficiary of injuries that 
sidelined several in spring, 
Hochstein saw plenty of time on 
the field and earned the back-up 
role at right guard. Played in five 
games last year. 

Jason Schwab 
Rr 6-1 300 junior 

Former walk-on could be 
starter at right tackle after emerg- 
ing a year ago. Schwab saw time 
in 11 games last year including 
duty on special teams. Finalist for 
team’s lifter-of-the-year honor. 


Jeff Clausen 

RT 66 305 junior 

Bid to'start at right tackle — 
slowed by off-season surgery to 
repair a broken hand and clean 
up injuries to his right knee. 
Clausen sat out some of the 
early two-a-day workouts. 


OVERALL OUTLOOK 

Names are different but 
potential is there for the line to 
produce the same kind of domi- 
nant pefiormances seen in 
recent years. Injuries, and how 
some banged-up Huskers recov- 
er from them, could be the key. 
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STACI E. McKEE/Lincoin Journal Star 


Offensive tackle Ben Gessford (72), a graduate of Lincoln East High School, listens to the 
instruction of his position coach, Milt Tenopir, during a Husker practice early in August. 


Line/Lincoln tackle getting his shot 


complement of tackles there. 


Continued from Page 10N 


Schwab and Jeff Clausen. 

Julch and Clausen are the 
biggest question marks with off- 
season surgery limiting their 
effectiveness in two-a-day prac- 
tices. The other question is how 
the unit will come together. 
With Heskew injured and side- 
lined for spring drills, their time 
together on the field is minimal. 

“They have a lot to prove,” 
senior fullback Joel Makovicka 
said. “They want to step up and 
prove that they can be the tradi- 
tional Nebraska line.” 

That would mean clearing a 
way for the Huskers to again 
lead the nation in rushing, some- 
thing they’ve done five of the 
last seven seasons. This year, 
their protection is especially 
significant considering NU 
plans to open the season with 


“It will be a group of linemen 
that should be better as the sea- 
son goes on.” 

To hasten the learning curve, 
Solich said Nebraska sought out 
the early-season game with 
Louisiana Tech. By playing an 
extra game at home, NU coach- 
es hope to avoid what happened 
in 1996 at Arizona State. A young 
offensive line and first-year 
quarterback shouldered part of 
the blame for the 19-0 loss to the 
Sun Devils that ended NU’s 26- 
game winning streak. 

Gessford, too, is confident 
that a healthy Nebraska line 
will be on top of things. And he’s 
happy to see all his hard work 
pay off with a starting job. 

“All along I figured that by 
the fifth year, I should at least 
play,” Gessford said. “Once I 
decided I had a shot, I just want- 


1998 NU football recruits 


Player 
Demoine Adams 
Jon Bowling 
Josh Brown 
Jon Clanton 
Wes Cody 
Keyuo Craver 
Michael Demps 
Dahrran Diedrick 
Aaron Golliday 
DeAntae Grixby 
DeJuan Groce 
Chris Kelsay 
Nate Kolterman 
Jason Lohr 
Shawn McGann 
Matt Shook 
Jeremy Slechta 
Justin Smith 
Randy Stella 
Frank Strong 
Tony Tata 
Wilson Thomas 


Wt. 
212 
215 
170 
270 
265 
190 
195 
210 
225 
190 
180 
230 
330 
275 
187 
285 
200 
240 
200 
200 
235 
195 
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School 

Pine Bluff, Ark. 
Lincoln Southeast 
Foyil, Okla. 
Glendale, Ariz. 
Fremont Bergan 
Harleton, Texas 
Fort Worth, Texas 
Scarborough, Ont. 
York 


Omaha Central 
Cleveland 
Auburn 

Seward 

Jenks, Okla. 
Mishawaka, Ind. 
Medina, Ohio 
Papillion-LaVista 
Sherman, Texas 
Omaha Benson 
Stockton, Calif. 
Honolulu 
Omaha North 


NOTE: Stella is a partial qualifier and may practice but not 
play this season. Grixby had shoulder surgery in August and 


will not enroll until January. 


1998 NU football walk-ons 


Stephen Manning 
Chris Moran 

Jeff Nelson 
Andrew Offner 
Kyle Ringenburg 
Scott Shanle 
Jemond Smith 
Luke Smith 
Aaron Terpening 
Colin Wills 


Player 

Chris Butler 

Joe Chrisman 
Danny Cork 

Will Dabbert 
Chad Duryea 
Kyle Eisenhauer 
Austin Forster 
Joe Freeman 
Sam Gutz 

Seth Gutz 

Andy Gwennap 
Troy Hassebroek 
Dan Hennings 
Casey Hughes 
Paul Kastl 

John Kiem 
Scott Koethe 
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190 
200 
200 
220 
200 
250 
185 
270 
170 
185 
285 
220 
175 
210 
205 
185 
290 


Knoxville, Tenn. 
Walkersville, Md. 
Superior 

Red Cloud 
Elkhorn 

St. Edward 
Kenner, La. 

York 

North Salem, Ore. 
Omaha, Burke 


School 

Hoover, Ala. 
Longmont, Colo. 
Owasso, Okla. 
Lincoln East 
Anselmo-Merna 
,  Wausa 
Gordon 

Millard North 
Columbus 
Concordia College 


Smith Center, Kan. 


Lincoln High 
Omaha Westside 
North Loup-Scotia 
Lincoln Pius X 
Lincoln East 
Central City 
Millard West 


first-year starter Bobby ed to prove I could play here. DEFENSE Past; Pave Kolowekd Ae aMilerd es 
“Tt Player Ht. Lf choo! sh Lyman alt Lake City 

Treweomibe s aga Sa th It's the same for all these Mason Dutton 6-0 220 Plano, Texas Tyler Rauenzahn 0 190 Colo. Springs, Colo. 
We feel very good about the guys. When you get your shot, Gabe Fries 6-2 200 Benkelman | Leif Sidwell 270 Kearney 
guard spot,” first-year you've got to take advantage of Richard Hughes 6-5 300 Winchester, Ky. | Tyrone Uhlir 210 Battle Creek 
Paul Kosch‘ 5-11 180 Justin Valencia 270 Lincoln Pius X 


Nebraska Coach Frank Solich 
said. “We'll feel very good about 
the tackle spot if we have a full 


it. This is our shot. What we 
want to do is just go out and win 
games.” 


Adam Lechtenburg 
Jeremy Lyman 


5-10 175 
6-3 200 


Salt Lake City 


Mike Wilford 
Steve Ziemba 
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270 
300 


Stevensville, Mich. 
Omaha Burke 
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HE HUSKERS 


‘DEFENSIVE LINE 


Entering the spotlight: Jason Wiltz and Steve Warren 


How strong 


BY STEVEN M. SIPPLE 
Lincoln Journal Star 


Nebraska defensive coordi- 
nator Charlie McBride places 
the utmost importance on the 
play of defensive linemen Jason 
Wiltz and Steve Warren. 

“If those two players aren’t 
dominant, you'll find the defense 
won't be as good as it’s been,” 
McBride said. 

With tackle Jason Peter and 
rush end Grant Wistrom now in 
the NFL, it is only natural to 
expect a decrease in the level of 
dominance Nebraska achieved 
up front the past few years. 

Last season, the Black Shirts 
allowed only 73.4 yards per game 
on the ground to rank third 
nationally. Stopping the run is 
key for any team, and McBride 
has always emphasized stopping 
the run before the pass. To be a 
superior defense, strength up 
the middle is integral. _ 

“Most people are expecting a 
dropoff,” Warren said. “But we 
get great coaching here. And we 
don’t want to be the ones to ruin 
a great tradition. So we'll play as 
hard as we can.” 


A COMPLETE LUNCH 


coe 


PRICES INCLUDE BEVERAGE 


We welcome large groups 
(Bus loads, families, ete...) 
to enjoy fine dining without the wait 


WILTZ WARREN 


Wiltz, a 6-foot-4, 300-pound 
senior from New Orleans, start- 
ed 10 games last season, while 
the 6-1, 305-pound Warren, a 
junior from Springfield, Mo., 
started two contests. This year, 
sophomore Loran Kaiser, a 6-5, 
280-pound Farwell native, will 
join them in a three-man rota- 
tion that is expected to receive 


the bulk of the snaps. 
Depth is a concern. Three 
incoming freshmen — Jason 


Lohr of Tulsa, Okla.; Jeremy 
Slechta of Papillion-LaVista; 
and Jon Clanton of Glendale, 
Ariz. — will also battle for time. 

Wiltz and Warren agreed 
Nebraska’s interior line needs to 
establish itself as a force early 
in the season. 


We bring back 


the good old days of 
quality meals at moderate prices.... 


A COMPLETE DINNER 


is Huskers’ middle? 


“Teams will try to come out 
and test us,” Wiltz said. “They 
might know we don’t have the 
depth we’ve had in the past. We 
have to show them early on they 
won't be able to come out and 
just run over us.” 

“The defense starts with the 
front seven,” Warren said. “If we 
knock teams around early, I 
think others will get intimidated. 
If we dominate on the front line, 
they'll know we mean business.” 

Neither Wiltz nor Warren 
seems overly concerned about 
depth in the defensive line. 

“T've done all my workouts 


this summer knowing I'll have - 


to play the majority of the quar- 
ters,” Warren said. “I like the 
challenge of being a first-time 
(full-time starter) and people 
thinking I'll be a weak link.” 

“(Depth) is not for me to 
worry about,” Wiltz said. “The 
main thing is we have to'go out 
and win every game, every 
week.” 

Last season Warren played 
in 11 games as a backup to Wiltz 
at nose tackle. Warren recorded 
19 tackles, five quarterback hur- 
ries and a sack. 


ALSO STARRING 


Last season Kaiser played in 
six games as a reserve defensive 
tackle behind All-American Jason 
Peter and Derek Allen. He 
recorded five tackles, including a 
season-best three vs. lowa State. 
He had arthroscopic surgery on 
his right ankle after this year’s 
Spring Game but is now healthy. 

Bobby Gi 
AT) = 6-0 275 

Gill, a walk-on, entered fall 
camp as Steve Warren's top 
backup at nose tackle but will 
have to fight off challenges of 
three incoming freshmen. Gill 
played in just one game last year 
after redshirting in 1996. At 
Lincoln Northeast, he played 
offensive guard and nose tackle 
and was a team captain. 


Many people will remember 
Warren for running down Texas 
A&M running back Dante Hall 
from behind in the Big 12 cham- 
pionship game. Warren’s quick- 
ness was surprising. 

“If we get some teams pass- 
blocking against us, where one 
guy is blocking me, I might get 
to show my speed again,” 
Warren said. 

This season, Warren remains 
at nose tackle, where he will face 
multiple blockers virtually 


AND 


Jon Clanton 
DL 6-2 230 freskntaa 
Clanton was a first-team all- 
state nose guard in Arizona and 
conference defensive player of 
the year. 
Jason Lohr 
Dt 63 275 fresiunan 
Lohr helped Tulsa Jenks 
(Okla.) High School capture 
back-to-back state titles his junior 
and senior seasons. A two-time 
all-state pick, Lohr recorded 95 
tackles as a senior, including 18 


for losses. 
DL 65 265 freshman 

A first-team Lincein Journal 
Star Super-State pick from 
Papillion-LaVista, Slechta record- 
ed 97 tackles (24 solo) his senior 
season. He ran the 40 in 704.99 
during preseason testing. 


every down, while Wiltz replaces 
Peter at defensive tackle. 

Wiltz looks forward to more 
one-on-one blocking at tackle. 
His goal is to become more of an 
“impact player.” He wants to 
record more sacks and make 
more tackles behind the line — 
generally wreak havoc the way 
Peter did the last few seasons. 

Last season Wiltz finished 
ninth onthe team with 34 tackles 
(14 solo), including five tackles 
for losses and two sacks. 


NEBRASKA 
ORTHOPAEDIC 


SPORTS MEDICINE, PC 


Proud to be your 
Husker Team Physicians 


Patrick E. Clare, M.D. 
Robert W. Dugas, M.D. 
William F. Garvin, M.D. 

David P. Heiser, M.D. 
Thomas M. Heiser, M.D. 

Daniel R. Ripa, M.D. 


Scott E. Strasburger, M.D. 


2241 40’ St. te 
435-2727 ai 


6940 Van Dorn, Suite 201 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68506 


(402) 488-3322 


BY RON POWELL 
Lincoin Journal Star 


To be a rush end for the 
Nebraska football team, four 
attributes are required — size, 
speed, strength and patience. 

Just ask backup left end Kyle 
Vanden Bosch. The 6-foot-4, 267- 
pound sophomore would proba- 
bly start for almost any other 
college team in the nation. In 
spring testing, Vanden Bosch 
had the fourth-best 
Performance Index score on the 
team with 2,766 points. 

He was finalist for NU Lifter 
of the Year (won by starting left 
end Chad Kelsay), covered the 
10-yard dash in 1.62 seconds, 
recorded a position-best 4.75- 
second time in the 40 and did the 
pro-agility run in 4.14 seconds. In 
testing before fall camp, 
Vanden Bosch leaped 33 inches 
in the vertical jump. 

Because of those physical 
skills, the coaches have put 
Vanden Bosch on the fast track 
to stardom. Fast, at least by 
Nebraska standards. The 
Larchwood, Iowa, native was 
one of six true freshmen to play 


THE HUSKERS 


RUSH ENDS 
Entering the spotlight: Kyle Vanden Bosch 


Sophomore is eager to learn from star seniors 


on last season’s national cham- 
pionship team. He saw some 
playing time at rush end, but his 
potential showed more with his 
aggressive play on the Huskers’ 
kickoff and punt coverage 
teams. 
*T'd 
like to start, 
but when we 
have two of 
the best in 
the nation 
(Kelsay and 
Mike 
Rucker), 
that’s 
tough,” 
Vanden 
Bosch said. 
.“Im just 
looking to get some quality play- 
ing time at rush end and hope- 
fully be on special teams again.” 
Vanden Bosch is already 
drawing comparisons to former 
Butkus Award winner Trev 
Alberts and last year’s 
Lombardi Award recipient 
Grant Wistrom, stars in the '90’s 
who have helped define the rush 
end spot as one of the premier 
positions at NU. That reputation 


VANDEN 
BOSCH 


Swing into Lincoln's... 


sold Vanden Bosch on becoming 
a Husker when he was a high 
school all-American at West 
Lyon Community High School. 

“It’s a position where you 
have to be physical and make 
plays with your athleticism,” 
Vanden Bosch said. “There’s not 
a lot to learn as far as getting 
technical. It’s more reacting to 
what you see and make the 

y-” 

Still, Vanden Bosch is going 
through an education process 
with Wistrom, Rucker and 
Kelsay serving as the instruc- 
tors. “Grant taught me a lot 
about the work ethic it takes to 
become a good player,” Vanden 
Bosch said. “He never took a 
play off in practice. He was 
always intense, always going 100 
miles per hour. That's carried 
down to Mike and Chad. If a guy 
slacks off in practice, the older 
guys get on them.” 

* Vanden Bosch demonstrated 
on special teams he’s capable of 
making big plays. He almost put 
together a dream game against 
Oklahoma. He scooped up a 
fumble and returned it for an 
apparent touchdown, but the 


officials ruled the Sooner run- 
ning back down before the ball 
came out. 

He also blocked a punt in that 
contest that was wiped out when 
a teammate was flagged for 
being offsides. 

“When we went back and 
looked at it on tape, that was a 
pretty questionable call,” Vanden 
Bosch said smiling, referring to 
the fumble. “And that offsides 
penalty was close, too.” 

The respect the Husker 
coaches have for Vanden Bosch 
shows in the fact that he’s still 
No. 2 on the depth chart behind 
Kelsay, even though Vanden 
Bosch missed almost all of 
spring practice with a ham- 
string pull. Vanden Bosch 
stayed in Lincoln most of the 
summer to heal up and work out 
in the weight room. 

“He’s worked extremely 
hard all year,” NU rush ends 
coach Nelson Barnes said. “We 
didn’t get a chance to see him 
this spring, and he needs reps, 
but from what we saw last fall, 
he has tremendous potential. 
His attitude and effort will drive 
him to improve on a daily basis.” 
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__ALSO STARRING _ 


Mike Rucker 

RE 66 250 senior 

One of the most deceiving 
statistics on this year’s team 
is that Rucker has just two 
career starts. Rucker has 
seen extensive playing time 
the past three years and is 
ready to not only take over 
Grant Wistrom's right rush 
end spot, but also Wistrom's 
position in the national spot- 
light. Rucker pops up on a 
number of preseason All- 
America lists and is a candi- 
date to succeed Wistrom as 
the Lombardi Award winner. 


Chad Kelsay 
RE 6-3 250 senior 


Kelsay becomes the starter 
on the left side. The presea- 
son candidate for all-Big 12 
honors is one of the most 
experienced players on the 
team, contributing immediately 
as a freshman on the 1995 
national championship team. 
He has 13 tackles for losses, 7 
1/2 sacks and 25 quarterback 
hurries in his career. 


OVERALL OUTLOOK 

NU has one of the best 
defensive end trios in the 
nation. This position might be 
as injury-proof as any on the 
team because freshmen 
Demoine Adams, Chris Kelsay 
and Justin Smith appear tal- 
ented enough to step in and 
contribute, if needed. 
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HUSKER GOLF 
HEADQUARTERS 


Crooked Creek Golf Club Has A Huge 
Selection Of Husker Golf Merchandise 
Available Now! 


Choose From... 
Golf Bags, Golf Towels, Golf 
Hats, Windbreakers and 
Windshirts. Plus Much More. 
Featuring The Huskers Logo. 


ALSO...Our 
FALL CLEARANCE KICK-OFF 


SALE IS NOW IN PROGRESS. | 
Bags * Shoes ° Apparel And More 


ALL ARE ON SALE NOW! 


134° & ‘O’ Street 


(just a few miles east of 84" & ‘O' St.) 


489-7899 


ree 


GOLF PRO SHOP 


The One For 


Price » Service © Selection 


Visit us for all 
your tailgate party needs... 
» Kegs © Beer © Liquor 
Wine © Bartending » Catering 


. ) 7 : > ~ i 
Lincoln's larqest selection oF 


a »D AAS hess 34 > ae 
lmpoi Gh th VMicrobrewed pbeyrs 
i 


PLUS ICE YOUR COOLER 
FREE WITH ANY PURCHASE! 


Enjoy In Moderation 


5560 So. 48th = 423-1875 
Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 7am - 1Opm 
Fri. & Sat 7am = Midnight 
Sunday 12 Noon - 8pm 
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THE HUSKERS 


LINEBACKERS 
Entering the spotlight: Eric Johnson 


Junior works hard to become Black Shirt 


BY CURT McKEEVER 


Lincoln Journal Star _ 


Get into a discussion about who’s the best 
athlete on the Nebraska football team and, 
invariably, Erie Johnson’s name will be one of 
-the first to surface. 

The junior weakside linebacker has the kind 
of speed that puts him in the can't-miss talent 
category. He’s clocked a 4.43-second 40-yard 
dash (second quickest on the team) and holds 
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ALSO STARRING 


Tony Ortiz 
SAM 6-0 215 

Brian Shaw 
SAM 6-1 215 junior 

Both players are basically 

interchangeable with 11 com- 
bined starts. Ortiz is stronger 
in passing situations. Shaw, a 
former walk-on who starred at 
Sandy Creek High, under- 
stands the position as well as 
anyone who has played it and 
rarely makes a mistake. 


junior 


Jay Foreman 
MIKE 6-1 240 
= Carlos Polk 
MIKE 6-3 245 sophomore 
Foreman has started 
since he was a freshman. 
Enough said. Polk is coming 
on fast and, as the team’s 
fiercest hitter, will make his 
share of highlight plays. 


Julius Jackson 
WILL 6-0 235 junior 
Only player in the group 
who lacks quality playing time. 
A former middle linebacker, 
coaches moved him to better 
utilize his outside speed, 


OVERALL OUTLOOK 

Nobody in this group was 
named preseason All-Big 12, 
but rest assured, linebackers 
coach Craig Bohl will sleep 
soundly with so much experi- 
ence and talent at his hands. 


senior 


all the performance- 
testing records for line- 
backers. 

Despite having to 
rehabilitate a groin 
injury and _ shoulder 
surgery in the offseason, 
Johnson reported to fall 
camp and clocked a 
team-best 1.51-second 10- 
yard time. 

- Add in that Johnson 
is one of the 
Cornhuskers’ better 
thinkers of the game and 
it’s no surprise that he 
occupies his current posi- 
tion. 

The irony is Johnson, 
who graduated from high 
school with a 3.2 grade- 
point average, had to sit 
out his first year at 
Nebraska because he 
was academically ineli- 
gible after coming up 
short on the college 
entrance exam. He con- 
stantly uses that situa- 
tion as inspiration. 

“T don’t know about 
(being the best athlete on 
the team), but the thing I 
do know is it goes back to 


being a Prop 48,” he said. 


“That year of sitting out, 
I think, was my worst 
year in Nebraska. That 
and my mom — who has 
passed away (succumb- 
ing to breast cancer) and 
is in heaven —I think just 


gives me the strength to keep going on and want 
things even more.” 

Not only has Johnson risen to Blackshirt sta- 
tus, he’s also put himself in position academical- 
ly to earn a lost year of eligibility by completing 


JOURNAL STAR LIBRARY 
Weakside linebacker Eric Johnson (1) runs NU's -second-fastest 40-yard dash at 4.43 seconds. 


75 percent of his undergraduate work in four 


years. © 


“I feel blessed,” said the 6-foot-1, 210-pounder, 
also known as one of the most gregarious 
Huskers. “I’m just excited to be on a team. 
From being a Prop 48... after that experience, 
that just made me a whole better person.” 

Johnson came to NU following a stellar 
career at Alhambra High in Phoenix, where he 
earned the Tyrone Byrd Award given to the 
state’s top defensive back. Byrd also went on to 


play for Nebraska. 


After sitting out the 1995 season, Johnson 
started out at cornerback but was moved to 
weakside linebacker the first week of practice. 
Despite having to make adjustments on the run, 
he was one of Six first-year, non-redshirt players 
who became key contributors. 

At that point, however, Johnson was relying 
almost solely on his athletic skills. 


“The first year I made that switch I felt for- 
eign because here I am a DB playing line- 
backer,” he said. “And it took me a year and a 
half to really convert. 

“At that point (his freshman year), I was a 
listener. I was trying to gain all the knowledge 
that I could from the older players because 
they’re smart and doing their job. And that’s 
what I’m trying to carry on.” 

The difference is now that Johnson has got- 
ten comfortable playing his position, he’s turned 
up his vocal cords. 

“I'm talking, keeping my guys up, just trying 
to have everybody excited and ready to play,” 
he said. 

Johnson made big strides last season backing 
up Octavious McFarlin and got his first career 
start against Kansas State after McFarlin 
sprained an ankle. He finished the year as the 
team’s seventh-leading tackler and was fourth 


in tackles for losses, proving that he was ready 
to step in for the only departing senior among 
Nebraska’s three linebacker positions. 

Johnson will join middle linebacker Jay 
Foreman and co-starters at strongside line- 
backer Tony Ortiz and Brian Shaw to give the 
Cornhuskers one of the most experienced, yet 
unheralded backbones in the Big 12 Conference. 

Johnson will be backed up by junior Julius 
Jackson, while big-hitting sophomore Carlos 
Polk will spell Foreman. 

“I don't even think about (being the starter),” 
Johnson said. “I just think about what the team 
needs, and at this point they needa WILL tostep 
up and do his job and execute. 

“Us linebackers, we've come together as a 
family. It’s not all about who's going to be play- 
ing what position and who's going te be starting, 
It’s all about helping each other out and making 
the team better.” 


’ 
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THE HUSKERS 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 
Entering the spotlight: Joe Walker 


e sophomore is no wooden nickel 


BY KEN HAMBLETON 
Lincoin Journal Star 


Eventually, Nebraska foot- 
ball fans will get to know the 
real Joe Walker and the rest of 
the Cornhuskers secondary. 

Already known is that they 
can play. 

In a defensive backfield of 
young but wizened players, 
Walker fits in with the rest. 

Ralph Brown and Mike 
Brown are aged and cagey 
juniors with two years of consid- 
erable playing time already. 
Erwin Swiney is just a sopho- 
more but he’s played excellent 
cornerback against the best 
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ALSO STARRING 


Experience at cornerback and 
talent, especially the starters 
(Swiney and Ralph Brown), gives 
Nebraska the most solid cover- 
age it’s had in years. Swiney is 
coming back from a groin injury 
and Ralph Brown is considered 
one of the best ever. Look for 
help from Keyuo Craver early in 


Clint Finley 


Rover 5-10 205° junior 


Safeties are supposed to be 
able to cover, blitz and hit — 
Mike Brown and Clint Finley are 
considered among the best hit- 
ters on the team. There is solid 
depth here and Dion Booker is 
showing signs of having the 
same type of abilities as his 
brother, Michael, a former Husker 


Sophomore receivers in the country. the year. and first round NFL draft pick. 
Joe Walker Walker, also a sophomore, OVERALL OUTLOOK 

brings has seen action against some of Three starters, and actually four starters with Walker as the top 
experience the best passing teams in col- nickel back, make for plenty of confidence in the secondary this year. 

as a starting lege football. He’s been the Nebraska faced some top passing teams last year without a loss or 
ickel back starting nickel back and backup even a major threat of a loss because of the skilled coverage and 
nickel bac cornerback for Swiney against blitzing from the secondary. Expect even more man-to-man coverage 
and asa ch n e quarterbacks a and more blitzing from the secondary as confidence builds and 
su otable q erbacks as 


kick returner 
to this year's 


Brock Huard of Washington, 
Corby Jones of Missouri, 


of Texas A&M and Michael 


expertise forms this into the best defensive backfield in NU history. 


the same from opposing offens- 


Nebraska Daunte Culpepper of Central 
team. Florida, Peyton Manning of Bishop of Kansas State. es. For Walker, the time in the 
ERIC GREGORY Tennessee, Branndon Stewart This year, it will be more of ‘ 
More on WALKER, Page 16N 
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you're ready 


Concerts = Sports = Entertainment Events 


you're ready for ame 
Randall’s. | 


In Alpine Village 
next to J’Maries Bridal 


4848 Normal Blvd. | 
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Ph: 402-483-4373 
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Walker/Experience gives secondary an edge 


Continued from Page 15N 


spotlight with his teammates is exactly 
what he wanted. 

Even though one mistake can end up 
in the end zone and put six points on the 
scoreboard for the opposition, there is 
still no better place to be than in the 
Nebraska secondary, Walker said. 

“You come here to play with the best 
and beat the best,” said the sophomore 
from Arlington-Lamar High School in 
Arlington, Texas. “It’s a little nerve- 
wracking because we play such an 
aggressive defense and a step wrong here 
or there can be a mistake that gives up a 
touchdown or a long play at the least. 

“But you play that way because it 
wins games.” 

The challenge for Walker is multiple. 

As the nickel back, usually against 
passing teams, he plays a rover-type of 
position — charging in the backfield on a 
blitz, covering the tight ends or backs out 
of the backfield. As a cornerback in the 
regular 4-3 defense, he simply must burn 
to cover the speedy wideouts and longer 
pass plays. 

Walker’s speed allows him to play 
another role for the Huskers. He 
returned kicks and punts last year, set- 
ting team records as a kickoff returner 
and earning accolades as a special teams 
player. 

“It’s a lot about speed but you have to 
know your techniques, too,” he said. 
“When I have to cover a big, tall tight end 


Stoneware 
Popcorn Bowl 


$32.98 


Stoneware 


Pour Siar Cand & Gift Gallaay 
Gifts fit fer a Champion 


or a big, tall receiver, I have to be in the 
right place at the right time because I’m 
not that tall (5-foot-10). There’s no secret 
about keeping a tall receiver from get- 
ting the ball; you just have to be playing 
the right way and be playing with focus 
on your job.” 

Both of those skills should be much- 
improved for Walker and his teammates 
this year. 

“My first year, I was like everybody 
else, worried about doing everything 
right and wondering if I knew enough,” 
he said. “I played a little tentative until I 
started to get used to things. 

“Now I think because I’m not just 

picking up the positions, two positions, I 
can focus on playing the game the way 
that best uses my skill. By the end of last 
year, I was getting used to the duties of 
two positions and, with this work this last 
summer, I think you'll get to see the real 
me.” 
Nebraska defensive backs coach 
George Darlington said the experience 
and talent level of his players will allow 
him to use more complicated coverages 
and most blitzes. 

“I think we'll be able to do more 
because we know more this year,” 
Walker said. “And we're going to have to 
be pretty good because we've got some 
even younger guys, like freshmen 
recruits Michael Demps and DeJuan 
Groce and Keyou Craver coming on. 

“The competition should make us 
even better than last year.” 
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To order, call 1-800-327-5557 
Sports Publishing, 804 N. Neil, Champaign, TL 61820 


www, SportsPublishingInc.com 


BUFFET 
Chinese Food 
Pad 
Mon-Thurs: 10:30 see pm 
Plan your party with uo! 


t 


ALL YOU CAN EAT BUFFET 


Hunan = Szechuan = Cantonese = Mandarin Cuisines 
Over 60 items including: Appetizers, Soup, Salad Bar, Fruil, Cake & Desseris, Ice Cream 


Best Cuoriecourone, 476-3030 


900 R Street (formerty Denny's Restaurant) Lincoln, NE 68503 


‘ 
The Susaeon Genera? ; 
has qarermmned that lsc! 
of gnysical zetwiiy!s _ 
doramental oy 


Your Prescription for Health & Fitness: 


Body BaSics is Lincoln's Specialty 
Fitness Equipment ! | 


TREADMILLS 
OUR SPECIALTY! 


e Home Gyms 


e Weights, Benches 
& Accessories 


e Steppers, 
Exercise Bikes 


e Schwinn Fitness Dealer 


© Home & Commercial 
Sales and Service 


VISIT OUR NEW, LARGER 
BODY) BASICS 


402-423-4411 
FITNESS EQUIPMENT 
The Alamo Plaza - 56th & Hwy 2 - Lincoln, NE 


Booting the ball just part of fu 


BY STEVEN M. SIPPLE 
Lincoln Joumal Star 


Nebraska punter Bill Lafleur 
is a talented enough athlete that 
he probably could have played 
quarterback or receiver or 
defensive back at a small college. 

“But this is Nebraska,” said 
Lafleur, preparing for his first 
season as starter. “I didn’t want 
to look back 10 years from now 
and say I could have played 
here. Coming here is a decision I 
don’t regret.” 

Lafleur, a 5-foot-11, 200-pound 
senior walk-on from Norfolk 
Catholic, has punted exactly 
four times in his four years at 
Nebraska, He has spent the 
lion’s share of his time watching 
Jesse Kosch, who handled the 
punting duties the past three 
seasons. 

But Lafleur counts his bless- 
ings. Although he wasn’t playing 
the last few years, he said he 
always felt he was part of the 
team. And part of the success. 
He'll never forget traveling to 
places such as Seattle for the 
Washington game last season. 
He loves just being on the side- 


THE HUSKERS 


KICKERS 


Entering the spotlight: Bill Lafleur 


STACI E. McKEE/Lincoln Journal! Star 


Bill Lafleur enters his first 
year as the starting punter. 


lines on game day, soaking in 
the unique atmosphere college 
football offers. 

“Everybody wants to play 
right away, but you have to be 


ALSO STARRING 
Kris Brown 

PR 5-10 205 senior 

Brown enters the season 
having made a school-record 
16 straight field-goal attempts 
and 79 consecutive PATs. He 
has demolished nearly every 
school career kicking record. 
He is only 13 points behind 
Heisman Trophy winner Mike 
Rozier’s all-time school scor- 


ing record of 312 points. 
Dan Hadenfeldt 


PK 5-11 200 junior 

Hadenfeldt will most likel 
travel with the team, backing 
up Brown and Lafleur. A walk- 
on, Hadenfeldt earned lowa 
all-state honors as a punter 
and placekicker in 1993 and 
1994, 


realistic, too,” he said. “There 
are so many good players at 
every position.” 

The past few years, Lafleur 
said, he was content to focus on 
preparing to punt if Kosch was 
unable. Lafleur worked hard in 
practice to make the most of 


every opportunity come game 
day, but few arose. 

Now, Lafleur is ready for 
full-time duty. 

“I feel like it’s my turn,” said 
Lafleur, who has averaged 41.3 
yards for his four career punts. 
“Tm ready. I’m mature. It’s not, 
‘If they need me, I think I can 
get the job done.’ Now I know I 
will get the job done. It’s going 
to be a real fun year.” 

Nebraska kickers coach Dan 
Young said he expects Lafleur 
to average about 42 yards per 
punt. Kosch averaged 39.3 yards 
last season after 44.7 in 1996. 

“Bill had a pretty good 
spring,” Young said. “I think he 
was maybe a little nervous play- 
ing with the top unit. At times, 
he wasn't fluid getting the ball 
off and was slow doing it. 

“But he worked hard in the 
summertime, and now he’s get- 
ting the ball off in real good 
time.” 

Young appreciates Lafleur’s 
willingness to wait. 

“He's like a lot of guys around 
here,” Young said. “They pay 
their dues and then they step up 
and get the job done. I think Bill 
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n for NU punter 


is typical of the kind of kids who 
make Nebraska what it is.” 

Like - place kicker Kris 
Brown, Lafleur is uncharacter- 
istically athletic for his position. 
He holds position records in the 
vertical jump and pro-agility 
run and is probably the best 
golfer on the team. 

In high school, Lafleur 
played quarterback and safety 
and handled all the kicking 


duties, averaging 44 yards per . 


punt. He was all-state as botha 
punter and quarterbackr and 
second in the triple jump at the 


state track meet. 
Lafleur’s athleticism came in 
handy last season when 


Nebraska was short of scout- 
team quarterbacks... 

“Everything moves so much 
faster (than in high school), but 
I think I got some balls in the air 
and completed a pass or two,” 
he said. “I have a lot of respect 
for the guys who: can play the 
position at this level.” 

Young said Lafleur 
great thrower.” 

“Maybe we can run a few 
passes with him back there (at 
punter),” Young said, smiling. 


or 


is a 


ALSO STARRING 


Overall outlook 


All the return men are 
back except for punt-returner 
Brandon Harrison, who was 
kicked off the team. It should 
be noted that Bobby 
Newcombe, dynamic on punt 
returns last season, will sur- 
render those duties this sea- 
son because of his move to 
starting quarterback. 

Senior wingback Shevin 
Wiggins is top returning play- 
er among the punt- and kick- 
off-return men, averaging 11.6 
yards on 19 punt returns and 
27.0 yards on nine kickoff 
returns a year ago. 

Either backup wingback 
#¥rankie London or No. 2 
quarterback Eric Crouch is 
expected to handle the hold- 
ing duties. 

Last season, NU finished 
seventh nationally in kickoff 
returns and 19th in punt 
returns, The Huskers have 
saveral players capable of big 
plays — nine players were 
being looked at as possible 
punt-ratum men in fall camp 
— 50 this area looks like it will 
be jusi as strong or stronger 
ihis season, 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
Entering the spotlight: Dominic Raiola 


Freshman center knows kicking game isn’t a snap 


BY STEVEN M: SIPPLE 


Lincoln Journal Star 


Redshirt freshman Dominic Raiola 
sees his deep-snapping duties as a way to 
get on the field right away. 

“I’m excited to contribute this season 
for the No. 3 team in the nation (in the 
USA Today-ESPN coaches’ preseason 
poll),” said the native of Honolulu. “I just 
work as hard as I ean so I can:contribute 
as much as I can.” 

Raiola’s job — to accurately snap the 
ball to the punter and the holder on place- 
kicks — is often taken for granted. The 
importance, however, is not lost on 
Raiola. 

“T feel kind of pressured,” said the 6- 
foot-2, 300-pounder. “If a kick gets 
blocked, it’s my fault; it’s not the kicker’s 
fault. It’s pretty much all on me.” 

Well, that might be stretching things a 
bit. But Nebraska offensive line coach 
Dan Young appreciates Raiola’s dedica- 
tion to his task. 

“It's nice to have a snapper who you're 
going to have for four years,” Young said. 
“It’s an important position, and having a 
veteran down the road will be very good 
for us.” 

Raiola (pronounced Rye-OH-luh) is 
listed even with junior Matt Baldwin 
behind returning starter Josh Heskew at 
center. Among the deep-snappers, red- 
shirt freshman tight end Tracey Wistrom 


is listed behind Raiola. 

“Dominic has good velocity on his 
snaps, and he gets them off in good time,” 
Young said. “Sometimes he fires a high 
one. But he’s a good, aggressive player. 
And he’s eager to play.” 

Raiola had a few too many high snaps 
during the early stages of spring practice. 

“Tt was a little rough at the beginning,” 
he said. “Toward the end of spring, it was 
pretty automatic.” 

Even so, Raiola returned to Honolulu 
during the summer and practiced snap- 
ping long balls to his brother, a freshman 
in high school — 50 snaps per session for 
field goals, 25 for punts. 

Nebraska’s deep-snapping job opened 
up after last season when Kyle Henson of 
Waverly completed his eligibility and 
Brandon Drum of Columbus was kicked 
off the team. 


In addition to his work as deep-snap- . 


per, Raiola will see some action at center. 

“He’s going to be a fine player,” Young 
said. “He has a chance to be a three-year 
starter at center.” 

Raiola, Nebraska's first scholarship 
recipient from Hawaii, was a three-year 
starter on the offensive line for power- 
house St. Louis School in Honolulu. St. 
Louis went undefeated during Raiola’s 
final three seasons and won its 11th 
straight state crown his senior season in 
1996 (he redshirted at NU last season). ~ 


ERE RR 
ERIC GREGORY/Lincoln Journal Star 


Freshman Dominic Raiola will handle long- 
snapping duties this season, 
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2 CATTLE 


Seward’s Hometown Bank since 1873 
Member FDIC 


Celebrating 
125 Yeare 
of Se CHOICE, 


Main Bank 104 So. 5th 
Motor Bank 405 No. 5th 


Providing a personalized education ona 
Christian residential campus. 


-. Offering 35 liberal arts majors and an 
outstanding teacher education program. 


CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY 


800 North Columbia Avenue 
Seward, Nebraska 68434 


800 535 5494 


E-mail admiss@seward.cune.edu 
Website www.cune.edu 


Metromail begins the next chapter as 


— New name. 


ed 
experian 


New organization. 
Same commitments. 


Even though our name has 
changed, our commitments to our 
_ community remain unchanged: we will 
- continue to be a proud corporate 
| partner in this great community. 


We proudly enter a new 
chapter in our 50-year history as 
Metromail assumes a new name and 
organization structure: Experian. 
| Metromail recently was acquired by 
the United Kingdom-based Great 
Universal Stores PL. C. (GUS) and 
is now merged with Experian, the 


1345 Progressive Road, Seward 


international information services 
division. 


Experian is the world’s largest 
and most accurate data and technology 
source. Its array of information resources 
and technical capabilities makes 
Experian an unmatched player in the 
global and North American marketplace. 


The Nebraska operations remain. 


strong - and we're growing. Our people 
and contributions are valued world- 
wide. 


Metromail and Experian are joining forces to become the world's premier 


provider of information management solutions. 


Get the features you want at a price you'll love. 
¢ Large seat and platform for greater comfort. 
© Lots of implements for every job. 

* Superb parts and service support. 
¢ Easy financing and high resale value. 
Test drive a Massey Ferguson® today. 


Blue River implement 
SE Corner 180.& Hwy 15 © Seward Exit ¢ 402-643-4050 


¢ Cornhuskers * Concordia Bulldogs 
* Seward Bluejays Centennial Broncos 
© Malcolm Clippers © Milford Eagles 


=) 
Massey Ferguson® is a wholly owned subsidiary of AGCO corporation, Duluth, GA. 


THANKS AGAIN 


for the irre 
KROGERS’ SHOELAND 


Since 1871 
518 Seward * 643-3283 


—_ J) 
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1998 Seward Happenings S(firn 


° june - October - Famers’ Market Thursday evenings and Saturday mornings ~ INDEP ENDENT 

© October - Optimist Haunted House Epioal& eoleoe season PO. Box 449 Sov, NE 68434 
¢ November - Christmas Open House in shops on historic downtown square 

* November - GFWC Seward Jr.Women’s Club Craft Fair Inve sting in 

° November - Saturday after Thanksgiving Santa comes to town 

° December - Molly the Trolley tours of ie lighting and decorations Nebraska 

© December - Christmas Flight - Seward Airport, view the holiday lights from the air S ince 1883 


For more information, call the Seward Area Chamber of Commerce at 643-4189 


RAUL! & SPORTS BAR 
Serving: — 


° Breakfast - 


| ig . : Lunch ‘Dinner 

"1 SG tg i Ard. See Yo 
| | fier the Game! 
§. Hwy 15 © Seward 


ATTENTION... 


Tf You Own 5 or More Vehicles 


(Private Passenger, Pickups and Trucks) 


JONES 


NATIONAL BANK & TRUST CO. 
Seward, NE e Member F.D.I.C, 


A WINNING 
COMBINATION?! 


Nebraska Huskers & Lehr's Astro-Vac 
America's Most Respected Central Cleaning Systems 


U Install Kits start at $399.99" 


Our most popular unit - P125-P eiiiek unit, SNH1 ei hose, 
custom fool kit and TL2000 power brush, tubing an d fittings 
for a three inlet system. Save $100 . $849.99 plus installation.. 


Professional Installation And Service Available 


*Model: Star 36 PU. H130 hose and standard attachments, 
tubing and fittings for a three inlet system. 


Astro-Vac/ VAcu 


TRAL VACUUM SYSTEMS 


<> Nebraska by Lehr 
America's Most Respected Built-in Central 


YOU MAY QUALIFY FOR A 
SUBSTANTIAL FLEET DISCOUNT 


To Receive A NO OBLIGATION PROPOSAL, 
Call Us With Vehicle And Driver Information. 


INSURANCE 
“More Than A Policy” 


Larry Behm 


Seward Representative 
Business Phone: 402-467-5355 » 800-695-5355 


Vacuum System for New or Existing 
Homes and Commercial Installations 


Seward, NE 68434 


714 Seward St. 


LEROY LEHR 
(402)643-6044 Seward © 800-695-2644 © 402-641-1374 Cell 
May we put 27 years experience to work for U? 


Lincoln Journal Star 
Sunday, August 23, 1998 


20N 


Athleticism defines recruiting class 


BY KEN HAMBLETON 
Lincoln Journal Star 


The smiles on the faces of the coaches 
told everything about the most recent 
Nebraska football recruiting class. 

Size, speed, athletic ability and the 
chance to contribute right away are 
wishes of every coach for every recruit- 
ing class. 

By the end of the first week of fresh- 
man football practice at Nebraska, no 
less than a dozen recruits were in serious 
consideration for immediate playing 
time this fall. 

Defensive backs DeJuan Groce, 
Michael Demps and Keyuo Craver; rush 
ends Chris Kelsay and Demoine Adams; 
defensive linemen Jeremy Slechta, 
Jason Lohr and Jon Clanton; linebacker 
Tony Tata; and receivers Wilson 
Thomas, Jon Bowling and Aaron 
Golliday were all mentioned by position 
coaches as having a chance to play this 
year. 

In this age of 85 scholarships, fresh- 
men do play. Just last year, true fresh- 
men Bobby Newcombe, Matt Davison, 
Erwin Swiney and Joe Walker played 
extensively. The year before, true fresh- 
men Ralph Brown, Mike Brown and Eric 
Johnson jumped right into the fray. 

“We have to give a very strong look at 


everybody we bring in because the num- 


bers just don’t allow you the time to think 
everybody is going to redshirt the first 
year,” said NU head coach Frank Solich. 

Craver was one of the top performers 
in physical testing. Demps was the offen- 


sive player of the year in Texas, accord- 
ing to one magazine. Groce was a stand- 
out in two all-star games this summer 
and is already pegged as a possible back- 
up to cornerbacks Erwin Swiney and 
Ralph Brown. 

“All three of the kids have a chance to 
play because we need to develop depth in 
the secondary,” Nebraska secondary 
coach George Darlington said. “They 
seem to be picking up the system well.” 

NU defensive coordinator and defen- 
sive line coach Charlie McBride said he 
hopes at least one of the trio of Slechta, 
Lohr and Clanton can step in as a backup 
this year, too. 

“They all have good size and whether 
they can pick up our system right away is 
why we practice,” McBride said. 
“Sometimes it takes a guy growing some 
but most of the time it’s who catches on 
mentally the quickest.” 

Bowling and Golliday were prep 
standouts in Nebraska high school foot- 
ball and showed their abilities with out- 
standing performances in the Shrine 
Bowl. Since tight end is stocked with 
returning starter Sheldon Jackson and 
backup T.J. DeBates, plus redshirt fresh- 
man Tracey Wistrom, it seems unlikely 
they will play this year. 

The only recruits completely out of 
the picture are I-back DeAntae Grixby, 
who had shoulder surgery in early 
August, linebacker Randy Stella, who is 
an academic partial qualifier, and rush 
end Justin Smith, who separated his 
shoulder in an early August practice 


Good Luck 
Coach Solich 


On Your Season! 


s THE BEST HOME COOKED 
CHICKEN IN etiasiete 


ee ee ort 10? we Woe 
After the Football Game, come to Lee’s Restuarant where 


we’ll treat you to our famous Southern Style Food. 
At prices you’ll appreciate 


Cl 
Restaurant 


West Van Dorn & Coddington 
Near Pioneers Park 


Unique Gifts for All Occasions & Seasons 
* Beanie Babies * Roman Seraphim Angels 
* Dept. 56 * Boyd's Bears 

cLienisd Nillaees « Cherished Teddies 


- Snowbabies 
- Snowbunnies ¢ M.J. Hummel figurines 


BARB'S HALLMARK 


48th & Van Dorn « 483-2941 66th & 'O" « 467-4448 
48th & Leighton « 466-8800 70th & Van Dorn * 488-7477 


Building 


Blocks : 
Of A 


Beautiful 


No Pins. No Mortar. No Problem. 

The Anchor Wall pinless, mortarless retaining wall - 
system makes a beautiful alternative in your design. With 
maximum design flexibility and no height limitations, our walls 


accent the surrounds with warm earthtones and natural textures 


in maintenance-free, environmentally friendly units. Every 
segmental block is molded with an itegral rear lip or top locator 
to automatically guide each course, ensuring proper alignment 
and set back. The best choice for hard to accomodate areas, 
Anchor Wall is the right fit for your project. 


ANCHOR WALL SYTEMS, INC. 


Discover the power of pinless technology 


eK 


Cash & Carry 


Wall. 


REIMERS KAUFMAN CONCRETE | 


6200 Cornhusker Hwy. 434-1855 


Mon. - Fri. 7AM - 5PM 


HUSKER ROSTER 


No. Name Pos Ht wt. Yr. No. Name Pos 
1 Frankie London WB 6-0 180 Jr. 29 Pat Friesen SE 
2 Demond Finister WB 5-10 180 So. 30 Paul Fujan WB 
2 Mike Demps . DB 5-11 190 Fr. 31 Dahrran Diedrick IB 

3 Matt Davison '» SE 6-0 180 So. 31 Chris Cielocha FB 
3 Keyuo Craver DB 6-0 180 Fr. 32 Travis Soucie IB 

4 DeAngelo Evans IB 5-9 210 So. 32 Levi Mehl SLB 
4 Mic Boettner Rov 6-0 200 Fr. $2 Tyrone Uhlir FB 
5 Shevin Wiggins WB 5-11 200 Sr. 33 Mitch Ebke FS 
5 Deduan Groce DB 5-11 185 Fr. 33 Sasho Becvarovski TE 

6 Kenny Cheatham SE 6-4 210 Sr. 33 Josh Brown PK 
7 Eric Crouch QB 6-0 200 Fr. 34 Brandon Roth MLB" 
8 Brian Morro P 5-9 180 Sr. 34 Dan White IB 

8 John Gibson SE 5-11 180 So. 34 Chris Kelsay RE 
8 Wilson Thomas WR 6-5 200 Fr. 35 Kris Brown PK 
9 Monte Christo OB 6-0 195 Sr. 35 Shawn McGann WB 
8 Khari Reynolds LCB 5-10 185 So. 36 Correll Buckhalter IB 
10 Brandon Quindt Rov 60 200 So. 37 Tony Ortiz SLB 
11 Jerome Peterson ACB 5-7 185 Jr. 37 Hank Piening FB 
12 Bobby Newcombe QB 6-0 195 So. 38 Dan Alexander IB 
12 Arion Turner RCB 5-10 170 Fr. 38 Eric Fischer Rov 
13 Carlos Polk MLB 63 245 So. 39 Ben Buettenback MLB 
14 Lance Brown WB §-11 190 Sr. 40 Billy Legate FB 
14 Dion Booker FS 6-1 205 Fr. 41 Rod Baker WLB 
15 Willie Miller FB 6-0 230 So. 42 Jon Penny © MLB 
16 Erwin Swiney LGB 6-0 185 So. 42 Troy Watchorn FS 
16 Jay Runty QB 60 195 So. 43 John Murphy TE 
17 Dan Hadenfeldt PK 5-11 200 dr. 43 Russell Froehlich SLB 
17 Chuck Tack P/PK 6-6 210 Fr. 44 Jay Foreman MLB 
17 Scott Aguglia SE 6-1 200 Fr. 45 Joel Makovicka FB 
18 Jeff Hemje LCB 6-0 185 Fr. 45 Brad Hamik FS 
19 Clint Finley FS 5-11 200 So. 46 Brian Shaw SLB 
20 Tom Beveridge SE 6-0 190 So. 46 Nick Gragert FB 
20 Wes Woodward LCB 5-8 185 Fr. _| 47 Josh Kohi WLB 
21 Mike Brown Rov 5-10 205 Jr. 48 Jeremy Stanislav FB 
22 Ralph Brown tl RCB 5-9 185 Jr. 48 Jamie Burrow MLB 
22 Ben Kingston FB 6-1 240 Jr. 48 Chad Tuttle MLB 
23 Bill Lafleur P 5-11 200 Sr. 49 Quint Hogrefe SLB 
23 Steve Raymond SLB 6-0 215 Jr. 50 Julius Jackson WLB 
24 Matt Ickes RCB 5-10 200 Fr. 51 Matt Baldwin Cc 
24 Alik Tillery iB 5-11 9-205. Fr. 52 Jon Coyne MLB 
25 Joe Walker Rov 5-10 200 So. 53 Chris Gustafson SLB 
26 Mark Vedral WLB 5-11 200 Fr. 54 Dominic Raiola Cc 
26 Casey Vanderhoef ws 5-10 190 So. 54 Matt Shook OL 
27 Greg McGraw FS 5-8 200 Jr. 55 Russ Hochstein OG 
27 Eric Johnson WLB 6-1 205 Jr. 55 Jon Clanton DL 
28 Josh Anderson RCB 5-8 180 So. 57 Chad:Kelsay LRE 
28 Chace Long PK 6-0 200 So. 58 Dave Volk oT 
29 Gregg List Rov 6-0 220 Jr. 58 Wes Cody OL 


Now Serving 
Beer, Wine 


F CES ckinn 


Home Style Dining Cocktails 


Stop before or after the game to 
relax & enjoy- breakfast, lunch or 
family style dinner 


Breakfast Served All Day 
Catering & Banquets 
peak occassion =e S&S 434-2420 ; 
58th & Old ere Rd. Open 7am - 9pm Daily 


-_D BS, BS ae. BH 


NyAyeyrgngngene 


Ny 


To begin our third year, 


we have a beautiful new store 


that holds a lot more 


aro ALL , we M 


PREFERRED BY 


MEN OF STATURE LG 


42-56 Regular, Long, Extra Long ike inal STATURE 
THINK BIG ¢ STAND TALL ¢ TURN HEADS 
70th & ‘0’ © 466-6798 © MTWF 10-6 ¢ Th 10-8 © Sat 10-5 
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Ht Wt. Yr. No. Name Pos Ht Wt. Vr. 
6-0 185 Fr. 59 Josh Heskew CG 6-3 290 Sr. 
5-11 180 LEE 61 Brandt Wade OG 6-2 300 Sr. 
6-0 215 Fr. 63 James Sherman OG 6-2 295 Jr. 
5-11 215 Fr. 64 Steve Altstadt OG 6-4 275 Fr. 
5-11 200 So. 65 Jason Schwab OT 6-1 300 Jr 
6-0 195 Fr. 66 Jon Rutherford OG 6-3 290 Fr. 
6-0 210 Fr. 67 Nate Kolterman OL 6-3 300 Fr. 
6-1 200 So. 68 Jeff Clausen OT 6-6 305 Jr. 
6-4 250 So. 69 Adam Julch OT 6-5 315 Jr. 
5-10 205 Fr. 70 Matt McGinn DT 6-2 270 Fr. 
6-3 240 Fr. 70 Jason Lohr - DL 6-3 275 Fr. 
5-9 195 Fr. 71 Justin Smith RRE 6-5 240 Fr. 
6-5 240 Fr. 72 Ben Gessford OG 6-2 290 Sr. 
5-10 205 Sr. 73 Jim Tansey OT 6-2 310 Jr. 
5-11 190 Fr. 74 Mike Green OT 6-4 290 Fr. 
6-0 225 So. 74 Lonnie Fulton OT 6-5 250 So. 
6-0 215 Je. 75 Kyle Kollmorgen OT 6-4 290 Fr. 
6-2 215 So. 76 Billy Diekmann OT 6-4 285 So. 
6-0 250 So. 77 Bobby Gill NT 6-0 275 So. 
5-11 190 So. 78 Aaron Haviovic Cc 6-3 280 ur. 
5-11 200 dr. 79 Chris Saalfeld OG 6-2 280 So. 
5-11 230 Sr. 80 Billy Haafke SE 5-11 190 Sr. 
6-0 225 So. 80 Eric Ryan LRE 6-1 235 Jr. 
6-1 225 Fr. 81 Aaron Wills RRE 6-2 250 Jr. 
5-11 190 So. 82 Sean Applegate WB 5-9 190 Je. 
6-3 235 So, 83 Kyle Vanden Bosch LRE 6-4 260 So. 
6-0 220 Sr. 83 Craig Fischer SE 6-0 180 Jr. 
6-1 240 Sr. 84 Mike Rucker RRE 6-6 250 Sr. 
5-11 240 Sr. 84 Jon Bowling TE 6-4 215 Fr. 
6-0 180 So. 85 T.J. DeBates TE 6-3 250 Jr. 
6-1 215 dr. 87 Jake McKee TE 6-1 230 So. 
6-1 220 Fr. 88 Sheldon Jackson TE 6-4 245 Sr. 
6-1 220 Jr, 89 Luis Almanzar NT 6-3 285 So. 
6-0 215 So. 90 Tracey Wistrom TE 6-4 =. 215 Fr. 
6-1 230 Fr. 90 Casey Nelson DT 6-2 250 Fr. 
6-0 220 So. 90 Tony Tata LB 6-2 240 Fr. 
5-11 210 Sr. 91 Loran Kaiser DT 6-5 280 So. 
6-0 235 Jr. 92 Travis Toline RRE 6-3 245 Sr. 
6-1 290 Jr. 93 Brandon Mooberry LRE 6-5 245 So. 
6-4 220 Fr. 94 Brandon Wardyn RRE 6-3 240 So. 
6-2 220 Fr. 94 Jeremy Slechta © DL 6-5 255 Fr. 
6-2 300 Fr. 95 J.P. Wichmann RRE 6-4 220 Fr. 
6-3 285 Fr. 96 Steve Warren NT 6-1 305 Jr. 
6-3 280 So. 97 Matt Grummert LRE 6-2 240 So. 
6-2 280 Fr. 98 Scott Siebenborn RRE 6-4 235 So. 
6-3 250 Sr. 98 Demoine Adams RRE 6-3 220 Fr. 
6-4 280 Fr. 99 Jason Wiltz DT 6-4 310 Sr. 
6-3 255 Fr. 99 Aaron Golliday TE 6-4 235 Fr. 


Advertisement 
New European Research Study 
Reveals Hair Loss Can Be Stopped 


Laser Light Hair Therapy™ may be the 
most dramatic discovery for the treat- 
ment of hair loss this century! Clinical 
European studies by Dr. Pekka Pontinen 
reveal that hair loss was stopped in 85% 
of those studied and in 53% regrowth of 
the hair achieved. This scientific 
approach fo stopping hair loss combines 
cosmetic lasers with all natural hair 
products, chlorine-free water and a laser 
light sensitive nutritional supplement. 


The Laser Hair Therapy 3000 device 
treats the entire scalp using 15 diode 


‘SIDELINED LATELY? 


Now and then, we all can get 


challenges of life. | can hel get 

_ you back into the “game” of life. 
Kathy Zupancic, M.A., therapist 
coaches you with quick solutions 
to get you off the “sidelines”. 


Call for a free 10-minute phone consultation. 


(Child, Teen, Adult & Family Counseling) 


lasers that rotate around the head. 
Increased blood supplies bring oxygen 
and nutrients to the hair bulb, increasing 
cell division and protein synthesis. This 
creates the healthiest environment for 
hair to regrow. Laser Light Hair 
Therapy™ is not hocus pocus...It is a 
true science! The Laser Hair Therapy 
3000 was approved in the U.S. by the 
F.D.A. in October 1997. It is available in 
Lincoln, Nebraska at 


Image One Medical Consultants. 
Consultations are FREE by calling, 
402-464-6536. 


“sidelined” by the many 


475-2300 


Most insurance accepted 
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HUSKER OPPONENTS 


SCHEDULE OVERVIEW 


NU’s new faces add intrigue to schedule 


BY CURT McKEEVER 


Lincoln Journal Star 


From Tom Osborne to 
Frank Solich and Scott Frost to 
Bobby Newcombe, the chang- 
ing of the guard at Nebraska is 
enough to create added intrigue 
to the 1998 season. 

Now throw in a schedule 
that includés six games against 
1997 bowl teams and two more 
against traditional powers who 
went through a down year, and 
you've got more than enough to 
wonder about the defending 
national champions. 

Simply put, the Cornhuskers 
have a handful of games 
against teams that could catch 
them in a bad performance and 
pull off an upset, and a few 
against clubs that just might be 
able to match them man for 
man. 

Nebraska’s obvious red-let- 
ter dates are Sept. 26, Oct. 10 
and Nov. 14, when the 
Cornhuskers play, in order, 
Washington, Texas A&M and 
Kansas State. Those teams 
appear to have the kind of 
weaponry to make the most 
dominant program of the 1990s 
loak mortal. 

Washington had more play- 
ers selected in the 1998 NFL 
draft than any other college, so 
NU could be catching the 
Huskies at the right time, Then 
again, junior quarterback 
Brock Huard has an NFL arm 
and revenge on his mind. 

The Cornhuskers knocked 
him around and knocked his 
team from national champi- 
onship contention with a 27-14 
drubbing in Seattle last year. 
And remember, the last time 
Washington came to Memorial 
Stadium, in 1991, was the last 
time Nebraska lost at home. 

A&M and K-State have the 
advantage of playing the 
Cornhuskers on their home turf. 

The Aggies are the choice to 
win the Big 12 South Division 
and will either be intimidated 
or stinging mad from last 


JOURNAL STAR LIBRARY 


Nebraska kicker Kris Brown (35) boots one of his four field goals in a 54-15 win against Texas 5 
A&M in last year’s Big 12 Championship game. Brown, who is only 13 points shy of tying the 
school career scoring record, and the Huskers get a return date with the Aggies on Oct. 10 in 


College Station, Texas. 


year’s 54-15 loss to NU in the 
league championship game. 
The Wildcats, with few gaps 
to fill in from an 11-1 team that 
scored a benchmark win in the 


. Fiesta Bowl, are primed to con- 


tend for the national champi- 
onship. But NU still carries a 
huge psychological edge of hav- 
ing won the last 29 games in the 
series. 

- This year, a late-season 
meeting between Nebraska and 
Kansas State is probably to the 
benefit of the Cornhuskers, who 
will be breaking in a new quar- 
terback and almost an entirely 
new offensive line. And by the 
time it arrives in Manhattan, 
Kan., NU will have faced five 
opponents that were in 1997 
bowls — Louisiana Tech, 


Washington, Oklahoma State, 
A&M and Missouri. 

“You want to be progressing 
and playing your best football 
by the middle and the end of the 
season,” Solich said. “Certainly, 
by the middle of the season, our 
new quarterback and our offen- 
sive line will be more experi- 
enced and should be much bet- 
ter than early in the year. That 
should happen every year.” 

If the Cornhuskers should 
extend their streak against K- 
State, a home finale against 
Colorado in the regular-season 
finale just might end up being 
even more important. _ 

Here’s a quick rundown of 
what to look for from week to 
week in the 1998 season: 


LOUISIANA TECH 
Aug. 29 in Lincoln 
Far from your traditional 
patsy opener. The Bulidogs 
have two players — quarter- 
back Tim Rattay and wide 
receiver Troy Edwards — who 
are sure to gain the respect 
of the NU defense. 
ALABAMA-BIRMINGHAM 
Sept. 5 in Lincoln 


Yawn. 
AT CALIFORNIA 
Sept. 12 in Berkeley 

You never know about trips 
to Pac-10 schools. NU is 2-2 
in such games during the 
1990s. So the Cornhuskers 
won easily at Washington last 
year, but remember Arizona 
State in 1996? 


WASHINGTON 
Sept. 26 in Lincoln 
The Huskies had their 
chance last year, right? Just 
remember which team ended 
Miami’s NCAA record home- 
field winning streak of 58 in 


Oct. 3 in Kansas City 
Will the larger check for 
trading a home game in favor 

of a road atmosphere be 
worth it for OSU? Cowboys 
might as well be playing the 


Chiefs. 
AT TEXAS A&M 
Oct. 10 in College Station 
With games against North 
Texas and Kansas preceding 
this one, the Aggies might 
spend the majority of three 


weeks pap on NU. 


Oct. 17 in Lincoln 
KU Coach Terry Allen is a 
funny man, This one will test 
his sense of humor. 
MISSOU 


Oct. 24 in Lincoln 
Flea-kicker |i? Nah. 
Besides, sequels are rarely 
as good as the original. 
TEXAS 


Oct. 31 in Lincoin 
Longhorns will need more 
than Ricky Williams and gutsy 
fourth-down calls to pull off 
another shocker. 
AT IOWA STATE 
Nov. 7 in Ames 
Even the Cyciones have 
forgotten the miracle of 1992. 
AT KANSAS STA 


Nov. 14 in Manhattan 

For 29 years, Nebraska 
has had smooth sailing 
against the Cats. But even 
the Titanic sunk. 


Nov. 27 in Lincoin 
Five- and three-point 
games the last two years give 
Buffs hope of making this a 
real rivalry. 


Decade of dominance: Huskers in the 1990s 


1990 (9-3-0) 

Baylor W 13-0 
Northern Illinois W 60-14 
Minnesota W 56-0 
Oregon State W 31-7 
At Kansas State W 45-8 
Missouri W 69-21 
Oklahoma State W 31-3 
At lowa State W 45-13 
Colorado L 27-12 
At Kansas W 41-9 

/ At Oklahoma L 45-10 


Florida Citrus Bowl in Orlando, Fla. 


Georgia Tech L 45-21 


1991 (9-2-1) 


Utah State 
Colorado State 
Washington 

At Arizona State 
At Oklahoma State 
Kansas State 
Missouri 

At Colorado 

At Kansas 

lowa State 
Oklahoma 


Miami, Fla. 


Orange Bow! in Miami 


1992 (9-3-0) 1993 (11-1-0) 
W 59-28 Utah W 49-22 North Texas W 76-14 
W 71-14 Middle Tennessee W 48-7 Texas Tech W 50-27 
L 36-21 At Washington L 29-14 At UCLA W 14-13 
W 18-9 Arizona State W 45-24 Colorado State W 48-13 
W 49-15 Oklahoma State W 55-0 At Oklahoma State W 27-13 
W 38-31 At Missouri W 34-24 Kansas State W 45-28 
W 63-6 Colorado W 52-7 Missouri W 49-7 
T 19-19 Kansas W 49-7 AtColorado = *- W 21-17 
W 59-23 At lowa State L 10-19 At Kansas W 21-20 
W 38-13 At Oklahoma W 33-9 lowa State W 49-17 
W 19-14 Kansas State (in Tokyo) W 38-24 Oklahoma W 21-7 
Orange Bowl in Miami Orange Bow! in Miami 
L 22-0 Florida State L 27-14 Florida State L 18-16 


LOUISIANA TECH 
Coach: Gary Crowton 
(15-7 im 2 years) 
1997 record 
9-2 as an independent 


Date with the Huskers 
Aug. 29 at Memorial Stadium 


Starters returning 

Offense (6): Joe Chustz, 
T, 6-6/310, Jr; Troy Edwards, 
WR, 5-10/195, Sr; Tim Rattay, 
QB, 6-1/200, Jr.; Bobby Ray 
Tell, RB, 5-6/190, Jr; Cedric 
Williams, WR, 5-11/195, Sr.; 
Terence Wilson, FB; 5-10/228, 
Sr. 

Defense (7): Charles 
Bowman, SS. 5-11/180, Sr.; 
Adrian Fredricks, OLB, 5- 


11/215, Sr; Jerome King, T, 6- 
4/270, Jr.; Roderick Pernetter, 
CB, 5-11/180, Soph.; Ottis 
Pitts, NT, 6-1/290, Sr.; Jarrett 
Procell, E, 6-3/280, Jr.; Mark 
Thomas, CB, 5-11/185, Sr. 


Other key returnees 

Offense: Sean Cangelosi, 
WR, 6-4/200, Soph.; Marlon 
Chambers, TE, 6-8/270, Sr.; 
Steven Hampton, WR, 5- 
9/180, Sr.; Rob Koontz, G, 6- 
4/280, Jr; Max Landry, OT, 6- 
6/285, Soph.; Devon Long, 
WR, 5-10/170, Sr; Josh 
Yankowsky, G, 6-3/270, Sr. 

Defense: Selu Alofipo, LB, 
5-10/225, Sr.; Damon 
Harrington, LB, 6-1/225, Jr.; 
Rodney Lioyd, DE, 6-3/265, 
Sr.; Desmond Nunnery, DE, 6- 
3/260, Jr.; Dewey Simpson, 
FS, 5-10/180, Jr.; Quincy 
Stewart, LB, 6-1/215, Soph. 


Top newcomers 
Offense: Michael 
Courville, WR, 6-1/182, Jr; 
E.J. Scruggs, G, 6-3/300, Jr. 
Defense: Ourtis Randall, 
LB, 6-3/220, Fr.; Steve Walker, 
DT, 6-4/260, Jr. 


4994 (13-0-0) 
West Virginia* W 31-0 
At Texas Tech W 42-16 
UCLA W 49-21 
Pacific W 70-21 
Wyoming W 42-32 
Oklahoma State W 32-3 
At Kansas State W 17-6 
At Missouri W 42-7 
Colorado W 24-7 
Kansas W 45-17 
At lowa State W 28-12 
At Okiahoma W 13-3 
Orange Bowl in Miami 
Miami, Fla. W 24-17 


HUSKER OPPONENTS 


LOUISIANA TECH 


Entering the spotlight: QB Tim Rattay 


Bulldogs’ QB conjures memories of Plummer 


BY KEN MBLETON 
Lincoln Journal Star 


A quarterback from 
Phoenix? A vastly underrated 
team that is supposed to be 
Mincemeat for the powerful 
defending national champion 
Nebraska Cornhuskers?: A 
game in the heat and a game 
against a Huskers team with a 
relatively new offensive line 
and a new quarterback? 

Sounds a little like the formu- 
Ia that Jake Plummer and 
Arizona State had in a 19-0 stun- 
ning upset of the Huskers in the 
fall of 1996. 

Sounds a little like what 
Louisiana Tech is looking for- 
ward to counting on in its season 
opener in Lincoln on Aug. 29 ina 
3 p.m. nationally televised game 
in the annual Eddie Robinson 
Classic. 

“We don't practice, lift 
weights, study films and run 
with the idea we're going to lose 
to Nebraska,” said Louisiana 
Tech junior quarterback Tim 
Rattay. “We have plenty of tal- 
ent. We had a lot of guys work- 
ing hard allsummer. We have a 
series of successes that tell us 
we can win this game, even with 
Nebraska and even in Lincoln.” 

Rattay is a key to the 
Bulldogs’ hopes this year. The 
junior from Phoenix was the 
total offense leader in Division 
1-A last year. He set school sin- 
gle-season passing records for 
completions (293), 300-yard 
games (nine), yards (3,881), and 
touchdowns (34). And many of 
the records he broke were set by 
NFL Hall of Famer Terry 
Bradshaw. 

Rattay led Louisiana Tech to 
a 9-2 record last year that 
included victories over 
Alabama and California, a four- 
point loss to Arkansas and a loss 
to Auburn. 

“We played good teams and 
we will continue to play good 
teams,” Rattay said. “When I 
was recruited here, the coaches 
promised me that we'd be play- 


é 


We don’t practice, lift 
weights, study films 
and run with the idea 
we're going to lose to 
Nebraska 

— QB Tim Rattay 


ing the top. They have lived up 
to their promises.” 

This year, Nebraska, Texas 
A&M, Wyoming and Auburn are 
included on the Bulldogs’ 12- 
game schedule. 

“I hear all the time about 
how we're going to get killed by 
Nebraska even though we've 
played and beaten some of the 
biggest teams in the country,” 
Rattay said. “I just keep walk- 
ing. We are not going on the field 
to lose any game. Our guys have 
gotten bigger, faster and 
stronger than ever before. 

“I believe in our offensive 
line and the offensive plan of our 
head coach, Gary Crowton. I 
saw enough film of past 
Nebraska games, like the ones 
against Daunte Culpepper of 
Central Florida and Corby 
Jones of Missouri, to think we 
can be different enough to get 
our yards and our points, too. 

“Nebraska is awesome. 
Their defense comes and 
attacks every play. They cover 
man-to-man with great corners 
and they havea great pass rush, 
It doesn’t mean we're just going 
to give up and not give them our 
best shot and not have a chance 
to win.” 

Rattay has the NCAA’s top 
returning receiver in Troy 
Edwards and threats Bobby 
Ray Tell and Cedric Williams, 
as well as a strong defense, to 
back him up. 

“Our defense has gotten so 
much better, it makes our 
offense better because we have 
to scrimmage them day after 
day after day,” Rattay said. “The 
whole team is lifted by the 
improvement of each individual 
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COURTESY LOUISIANA TECH 


Louisiana Tech quarterback Tim Rattay, a junior this year, 
was the NCAA Division I-A total offense leader last season. 


and each new recruit we bring in. 

“Then, you throw in there 
that I got to work with receivers 
four times a week this summer 
and I've spent a lot of time 


Decade of dominance: Huskers in the 1990s 


studying game films and tapes, 
you have to believe that we can 
be a threat to anybody. That’s 
not being cocky. That’s just the 
way I feel.” 


. 1995 (12-0-0) 1996 (11-2-0) 1997 (13-0-0) 
At Oklahoma State W 64-21 Michigan State W 55-14 Akron W 59-14 
At Michigan State W 50-10 At Arizona State L 19-0 Central Florida W 38-24 
Arizona State W 77-28 Colorado State W 65-9 At Washington W 27-14 
Pacific W 49-7 At Kansas State W 39-3 Kansas State W 56-26 
Washington State W 35-21 Baylor W 49-0 At Baylor W 49-21 
Missouri W 57-0 At Texas Tech W 24-10 Texas Tech W 29-0 
Kansas State W 49-25 Kansas W 63-7 At Kansas W 35-0 
At Colorado W 44-21 At Oklahoma W 73-21 Oklahoma W 69-7 
lowa State W 73-14 Missouri W 51-7 At Missouri W 45-38 OT 
At Kansas W 41-3 At lowa State W 49-14 lowa State W 77-14 
Oklahoma W 37-0 Colorado W 17-12 At Colorado W 27-24 
Fiesta Bowl in Tempe, Ariz. Big 12 Championship in St. Louis Big 12 Championship in San Antonio 
Florida W 62-24 Texas L 27-37 Texas A&M W 54-15 
. Orange Bowl in Miami ‘Orange Bowl in Miami 
Virginia Tech W 41-21 Tennessee W 42-17 


*..Kickoff Classic in East Rutherford, N.J. 
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Coach: Watson Brown 
(15-18 in three seasons, 
47-95-1 overall) 


1997 record 
5-6 as an independent 
Date with the Huskers 
Sept. 5 at Memorial Stadium. 


Starters returning 

Offense: (7) Brian Creel, 
G, 6-1/270, Sr,; Lucious 
Foster, TB, 5-10/185, Jr.; Lee 
Jolly, QB, 6-2/180, Soph.; 
Darrius Malone, WR, 6-3/185, 
Jr,; Tim Medders, G, 6-3/290, 
Soph.; Brett Richards, TE, 6- 
4/230, Soph.; Melvin Sidney, 
T, 6-4/305, Sr. 

Defense: (5) Rodregis. 
Brooks, CB, 5-11/175, Jr.; 
Curtis Jeter, NT, 6-0/290, Sr.; 
James Lewis, E, 6-4/285, Sr.; 
Ryan Lundy, ILB, 6-3/235, Sr.; 
Brian Smith, ILB, 6-3/252, Jr. 

Kickers: (2) Jake Arians, 
K, 5-10/180, Jr.; Daniel Dixon, 
P/QB, 6-3/195, Soph. 


Other key returnees 

Offense: Brandon Herring, 
C, 6-2/262, Jr; Kyle Rae, FB, 
6-3/210, Soph.; Quentin 
Troupe, WR, 6-0/175, Jr. 

Defense: Pernell Davis, 
NT, 6-4/305, Sr.; Reginald 
King, DE, 6-5/248, Sr.; 
Shannon Monroe, ILB, 6- 
2/253, Sr.; Sterrick Morgan, 
DE, 6-3/265, Sr.; Omar 
Parker, CB, 6-1/175, Sr.; 
Wallace Rutledge, DE, 6- 
3/260, Jr.; Cedric Thatch, CB, 
5-11/175, Jr. 
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UAB BLAZERS 
Entering the spotlight: LB Brian Smith 


Game against Big Red 
changes UAB attitudes 


BY STEVEN M. SIPPLE 


Lincoln Journal Star 


The thoughts helped push Brian Smith 
through his summer workouts. Sometimes, 
the anticipation kept him awake at night. 

If Alabama-Birmingham upsets 
Nebraska Sept. 5 in Lincoln, it will send 
shockwaves throughout the college football 
world and provide an immeasurable boost 
to the Blazers’ young program. 

Smith, a junfor linebacker from Rome, 
Ga., can hardly wait for the opportunity. 

“If we can beat Nebraska, what an 
accomplishment it would be for our school,” 
he said. “I know everyone on the team is 
thinking about that, 

“It would shock the world. For sure, it 
would shock Nebraska. Everyone thinks it 
will be a blowout. That makes it fun — it gets 
our motors running.” 

Smith — Alabama-Birmingham’s leading 
tackler with a school-record 114 stops last 
season — said the Blazers’ engines were 
running most the summer in anticipation of 
facing Nebraska in UAB’s season-opener. 
The off-season workouts, Smith said, were 
more intense than past years. 

“T think the game changed our’attitude a 
lot,” he said. “The work ethic has changed. 
Last summer, about half the team went 
home. This summer, almost the whole team 
stayed and worked out. Everyone wanted to 
get an extra hour in. All we can do is work 
hard and prepare hard.” 

Though starting only its third season of 


Division I-A competition, Alabama- 
Birmingham is no stranger to games 
against high-profile teams. The Blazers 
have played two nationally ranked teams, 
losing a 29-0 decision to then-No. 18 Auburn 
in 1996 and falling 37-0 to then-No. 22 Virginia 
Tech last season. 

Alabama-Birmingham played its first 
game against a Division I-A opponent in 
1994, losing at Kansas 72-0, The Jayhawks 
beat the Blazers 24-0 last season in 
Lawrence, Kan. 

Nebraska, which opens Aug. 29 at home 
against Louisiana Tech, will likely be the 
highest-ranked team Alabama- 
Birmingham has ever faced. _ 

“The whole city (of Birmingham) is 
excited,” Smith said. “It gives us a little 
boost, knowing everyone is behind us.” 

Smith said the Blazers won't be intimi- 
dated. 

“They're football players just like we 
are,” he said. “I think this game is all about 
which team prepares itself better.” 

Smith hopes Nebraska’s edge in tradition 
doesn’t translate into an edge on the score- 
board. If there is such a correlation, the 
game could get ugly. 

While Nebraska has won national titles 
three of the past four seasons and has five 
crowns. overall, Alabama-Birmingham 
enters its eighth year of NCAA-sanctioned 
competition. The Blazers began their pro- 
gram in 1991 at the Division III level and 
competed for two seasons before moving to 


COURTESY ALABAMA-BIRMINGHAM 


Junior linebacker Brian Smith led the 
Blazers with 114 tackies in 1997. 


Division I-AA in 1993. 

*(Nebraska’s tradition) is in the back of 
our minds, but you can’t think about it,” 
Smith said. “They'll have 11 players on the 
field, and we'll have 11 players on the field. It 
comes down to who wants to take care of 
business.” 


CALIFORNIA GOLDEN BEARS 
Entering the spotlight: Lyle Setencich 


Cal assistant knows Huskers well 


BY STEVEN M. SIPPLE 


Lincoln Journal Star 


It goes down as one of the 
brightest highlights of 53-year- 
old Lyle Setencich’s coaching 
career, 

Setencich, 
the defen- 
sive coordi- 
nator for 
California, 
was Arizona 
State’s line- 
backers 
coach in 
1996 when 
the Sun 

Devils 
SETENCICH pulled off an 
immensely 
improbable shutout against 
Nebraska, ASU’s 19-0 victory in 
Tempe, Ariz., marked the first 
time in 51 games an NU team 
was held scoreless. 

It also should be noted 
Setencich was on the wrong side 


CALIFORNIA 


Kickers (2): Ignacio Brache, 
K, 6-0/220, Jr.; Nick Harris, P, 6- 
2/205 Soph. 


of some Nebraska offensive out- 
bursts. In 1995, Arizona State 
was throttled 77-28 in Lincoln. 
And in 1994, Setencich’s only sea- 
son as Pacific’s defensive coor- 
dinator, the Huskers buried the 
Tigers 70-21. 

- Setencich only wishes 
California had the kind of defen- 
sive talent and experience pos- 
sessed by the 1996 Arizona State 
team, which led the Pac-10 
Conference in total defense. 
Unfortunately for the Golden 
Bears, Setencich said, their 
defense more closely resembles 
the 1995 Arizona State unit that 


‘took it on the chin in Lincoln. 


“We're getting better, but we 
still don’t have the seniors,” said 
Setencich, who will try to slow 
down Nebraska when the teams 
meet Sept. 12 in Berkeley, Calif. 
“You win with senior football 
players.” 

California’s two-deep defen- 
sive depth chart lists only seven 


seniors, But the Golden Bears 
lost only two defensive starters 
from last season and return 17 
players with starting experi- 
ence. Setencich said he hopes a 
year in his system will translate 
into a greater comfort level 
among his players, but he fears 
the Bears might be a year away. 

Last season, California 
played dominant defense in 
spurts, but chronic breakdowns 
led to 66 big plays (passes of 
more than 20 yards and rushes 
of more than 15). 

“You play two or three good 
plays, and then get burned for 90 
yards, and it takes a lot out of 
you mentally,” Setencich said. 

California will try to shut 
down a Nebraska offense that 
Setencich said “causes you 
more problems than any other 
offense in the history of college 
football.” He marvels at the 
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Coach: Tom Holmoe 
(3-8, 1 year) 
1997 record 
3-8. Pac-10 1-7 
Date with the Huskers 
Sept. 12 at Berkeley, Calif. 


Starters returning 

Offense (7): Dameane 
Douglas, WR, 6-1/ 195, SR; Brian 
Surgener, TE, 6-4/220, Soph; 
Kevin Swills, G, 6-5/315, Sr; 
Justin Vedder, QB, 6-0/195, SR; 
John Welbourn, T, 6-5/300, Sr.; 
Joshua White, FB, 5-11/240, Jr,; 
Yauger Williams, G, .6-6/300, Sr. 

Defense (9): Matt Beck, ILB, 
6-4/230, Jr; Andre Carter, E, 6- 
4/245, Soph; Jerry DeLoach, T, 
6-4/305, Jr; Pete Destefano, FS, 
6-2/215, Jr; Albert Dorsey, ILB, 6- 
2/235, Sr; Derrick Gardner, CB, 
6-0/185, Sr; Sekou Sanyika, 
OLB, 6-3/230, Jr.; Marquis Smith, 
SS, 6-3/215, Sr.; Mawukoe 
Tugbenyoh, E, 6-1/235, Jr. 


Other key returnees 

Offense: Caleb Brown, C, 6- 
4/305, Sr.; Marcus Fields, TB, 6- 
2/200, Soph.; Tate McCallister, G, 
6-3/270, Sr. Bruce Pierre, WR, 6- 
1/195, Sr; Phillip Pipersburg, 
WR, 5-10/180, Soph.; John 
Romero, G/C, 6-3/310, Jr. 
Brandon Willis, TB, 5-9/190, Sr. 

Defense: David Burnside, FS, 
6-2/215, Sr.; Justin Flagg, ILB, 6- 
1/235, Sr; James Gibson, T, 6- 
4/265, Sr.; Don Lonon, FS, 6- 
0/1985, Jr.; John McLaughlin, E, 
6-4/240; Sr.; Keith Miller/ (LB, 6- 
2/240, Jr; Jeremiah Parker, 6- 
5/300, Jr.; Deitha O'Neal, CB/KR, 
5-11/195, Jr; Josh Trowbridge, 
OLB, 6-5/225, Sr. 


Top newcomers 
Offense; Mike Ainsworth, 
WR, 6-1/180'Fr.; Omar Bennett, 

WR, 6-1/170, Fr.; Samuel 
Clemons, QB, 6-2/210, Fr. 

Defense: Kasey Jackson, DT, 
6-3/280, Jr.; Juan Jimenez, LB, 
6-0/205, Jr; Damian Marzett, S; 
6-0/200, Jr.; Harold Pearson, CB, 
§-11/175, Jr 


Talented passer 


BY STEVEN M. SIPPLE 
Lincoln Journal Star. 


Washington quarterback 
Brock Huard has shown he can 
throw the football. This season, 
his leadership skills will be in 
the spotlight. 

Huard knows he needs to do 
much more than produce big 
numbers. Though only a junior, 
he is a team captain, and he is 
adamant about the need to lead 
a young Washington team that 
will be minus 10 players selected 
in April's NFL draft. 

Huard said the truly. great 
athletes — men such as Michael 
Jordan and John Elway — not 
only excel individually, they also 
help to lift their teammates’ per- 
formances. 

“That’s my goal this season 
— to play at a level that makes 
everyone around me better,” 
said Huard, a 6-foot-5, 225-pound 
left-hander who enters the sea- 
son No. 2 on The Sporting News’ 
list of the nation’s top quarter- 
backs. 

The cast Huard will lead dif- 
fers markedly from last sea- 
son’s 8-4 team that dropped a 27- 
14 decision against Nebraska in 
Seattle. Washington lost 28 let- 
termen, including six starters on 
offense and five on defense. 
Seven were first-team all- 
Pacific 10 Conference selections 
and one was a second-team pick. 

Adding to Washington’s chal- 
lenge is the sour aftertaste of 
Pac-10 sanctions handed down 
five years ago. The penalties 
have left the Huskies with junior 
and senior classes that are short 
on players, In fact, this year’s 
team captains — an honor typi- 
cally reserved for seniors — 
include two juniors. 

Huard — based on his pass- 
ing statistics, game experience 
and stature — is a natural for 
the captaincy. 

“Tm really excited,” he said: 
“It’s a great opportunity to be an 
experienced guy and the cap- 
tain of a young team: I think we 
have a lot of guys working hard 
and a lot of guys with great atti- 
tudes. 
“Sometimes with inexperi- 
ence comes excitement.” 

Washi will need much 
more than a great attitude to 
achieve success playing a 
schedule that has the Huskies 
opening the season on the road 
against Pac-10 rival Arizona 
State. After a home game 
against Brigham Young, 
Washington plays Nebraska on 

26 at Memorial Stadium, 
just before returning to its Pac- 
10 schedule. 

“To be honest, I haven't put a 
whole lot of thought into the 
Nebraska game,” Huard said. 
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WASHINGTON HUSKIES 
Entering the spotlight: QB Brock Huard 


“To not put 100-percent focus on 
Arizona State would be unfair*to 
both myself and the team. If we 
don’t win that game, the 
Nebraska game won't mean as 
much.” 

Washington will pin its hopes 
on experience in the offensive 
line, two veteran inside line- 
backers and veterans in the sec- 
ondary. And then, of course, 
there is Huard, a classic drop- 
back passer whose jersey No. 7 
is worn in tribute to older broth- 
er Damon, who wore the num- 
ber as a Husky. 

Brock Huard, a native of 
Puyallup, Wash., enters his third 


season as starter with 3,818 
career passing yards, 1,874 shy 
of his brother’s school-record 
career total. The younger Huard 
comes off a season in which he 
missed most of two games and 
all of another with sprained 
ankles suffered against 
Nebraska and Southern Cal. 
Losing to the Cornhuskers 
last season was bad enough. His 
injury — which occurred when 
he was tackled by Grant 
Wistrom early in the second 
quarter — worsens the memory. 
“Obviously, I’m just devastat- 
ed,” Huard said after the game. 
He relived the pain in a 
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Quarterback Brock Huard tries to throw a pass around the outstretched arm of Nebraska's 
Jason Wiltz as All-American lineman Benji Olson blocks in last year’s game in Seattle. 


recent interview. 

“When you're a leader and 
you're injured, it’s tough,” he 
said, “You want more than any- 
thing to be out there on the field, 
but you just can’t do it.” 

Huard enters this season con- 
fident in his offensive line 
despite the loss of standout line- 
men Benji Olson and Olin 
Kreutz, who both opted for the 
NFL draft a year early. Three 


starters and several experi- ’ 


enced veterans return. 


Huard will be throwing to a 


group of inexperienced 
receivers. Huard said there is 


_talent at the position, most 
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poised to be a team leader 


™ 


WASHINGTON | 


Coach: Jim Lambright 
(38-19-1 in 5 years) 


1997 record 
8-4 (beat Michigan State in 
Aloha Bowl), Pac-10:5-3/4th 
Date with the Huskers 
Sept. 26 at Memorial Stadium 


Starters returning 

Offense (5): Tony Coats, 
G, 6-7/300, Sr.; Pat Conniff, 
FB, 6-1/220, Soph.; Aaron 
Dalan, T, 6-7/320, Sr.; Brock 
Huard, QB, 6-5/220, Jr.; Chad 
Ward, G, 6-5/310, Soph. 

Defense (6): Nigel Burton, 
SS, 5-9/180, Sr.; Marques 
Hairston, ILB, 6-2/235, Jr.; Mel 
Miller, CB, 5-11/190, Jr; 
Jermaine Smith, CB, 5-11/195, 
Jr.; Lester Towns. ILB, 6-3/240, 
Jr.; Mac Tuiaea, T, 6-6/290, Jr. 

Kickers (2): Nick Lentz, K, 
5-11/170, Soph.; Sean 
O'Laughlin, P, 6-0/190; Sr. 


Other key returnees 

Offense: Mijo Austin, WR, 
6-2/185, Soph.; Dominic 
Daste, G, 6-3/305, Soph.; 
Reggie Davis, TE, 6-3/235, 
Sr.; Matt Fraize, G, 6-4/295, 
Soph.; Jason Harris, TB, 6- 
0/205, Sr.; Ja'Warren Hooker, 
WR, 5-11/165, Soph.; Brad 
Hutt, C, 6-3/310, Sr.; Joe 
Jarzynka, WR, 5-7/165, Jr.; 
Maurice Shaw, TB, 6-1/210, 
Jr.; Marques Tuiasosopo, QB, 
6-1/200 Soph. 

Defense: Jabari Issa, DT, ' 
6-6/300, Jr.; Omare Lowe, FS, 
6-0/175, Soph.; Josh Smith, 
OLB, 6-4/255, Sr.; Chris 
Waddell, ILB, 6-1/215, Soph. 


Top newcomers 

Offense: Joe Collier, OT, 
6-7/265 Fr.; Jelani Harrison, 
TB, 6-1/195 Fr.; Willie Hurst, 
TB, 5-10/200, Fr.; Dane 
Looker, WR, 6-1/185, Soph. 

Defense: Wondame 
Davis, CB, 5-11/160 Fr.; 
Renard Edwards, CB, 6- 
2/195, Jr.; Roger Faagata, 
DE, 6-4/245, Jr.; Odell 
George, DE; 6-2/225, Soph.; 
Omare Lowe, FS, 6-0/175 Fr.; 
Toalei Mulitauopele, DT, 6- 
5/320, Jr.; Gabe Robinson, 
DE, 6-2/238, Fr.; Larry 
Tripplett, NT, 6-2/280, Fr. 


notably Ja’Warren Hooker, the 
55-meter champion at the 1998 
NCAA Indoor Track and Field 
Championships. 

“It will be real interesting 
this season to see which players 
step up for us,” Huard said. 
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Grandmother’s Restaurant & Lounge 


70thG A 


Serving the finest home cooked 
meals for over 20 years 


grandmother 


A place the whole family can enjoy! 


Serving 


° Specialty Salads e Steaks 
* Burgers e Prime Rib 
¢ Spaghetti e BBQ Ribs 


and much, much more! 


Come see NU pep band - Fridays 
prior to home games at 9:00pm 


Open 7 Days a Week 
Sunday - Thursday 11:00 am - 10:00 pm 


Friday & Saturday 11:00 am - 12:00 Midnight 


The Midwest’s Feature Headquarters presents 


THE HOTTEST 
ADULT ENTERTAINMENT 
IN THE MIDWEST 


4 Stages © 12 Or More Exotic Entertainers Nightly 


Private Dances ° Continous Stage Dancing 
- Televised Sports ¢ Pay Per View Events 
XXX Film Stars Appearing Monthly 
Ladies & Couples Welcome ¢ Cigar Friendly ¢ ATM 


NOW OPEN 7 NIGHTS A WEEK 
Nude Exotic Dancers 6:30 pm - 2:00 am 


FOR THE BARE FACTS CALL (402) 435-4141 - 24 HOUR INFO 


LINE OR VISIT OUR WEB SITE AT www.shakersneb.com 


; : All 
*418 or over with valid I.D. bas oa 


Exit 409 I-80 & Hwy 6G 435-4141 


BY CURT McKEEVER 
Lincoln Journal Star 


Oklahoma State tight end 
Garrett Steggs has gone from 
having to sell himself as a 
Division I college football play- 
er to. replac- 
ing an All- 
American. 

And while 
many would 
expect the 
former 
walk-on 
from Im- 
perial to be 
shaking in 
his _ boots 
when the 
Cowboys 
take the field this season, Steggs 
looks at his situation as a pretty 
good gig. 

“I’m just going to concen- 
trate on doing the best I can. 
That’s all Lean do,” he said. “I’ve 
had a chance to be there for 
awhile. I’m comfortable.” 

This time last year, Steggs 
was a complete unknown in the 
Big 12 Conference. He had come 
to Oklahoma State only after 
sending mew coach Bob 
Simmons a tape of some high 
school games and then driving 
to Stillwater, Okla., to visit with 
the staff during spring practice. 

Steggs redshirted in 1995 to 
learn a new position, then saw 
no action his freshman season. 
Last year, he started out on 
third team, but the Cowboys’ No. 
2 tight end went down in the sec- 
ond game. All of a sudden, 
Steggs found himself working 
alongside NFL-bound Alonzo 
Mayes. And when the All- 
American separated his shoul- 
der and was lost for the final 
four regular-season games, 
Steggs had nowhere to go but on 
the field. 

“When our backup went 
down I kind of had the mindset 
where I really needed to pick up 
and develop into a tight end that 


STEGGS 
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OKLAHOMA STATE COWBOYS 
Entering the spotlight: TE Garrett Steges 


Nebraskan ready to replace star 


THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Head coach Bob Simmons and the Cowboys surprised many 
in the Big 12 last year with an 8-4 record, and are among the 
South Division favorites this year. 


the team needed,” Steggs said. 
“I worked really hard at it and 
listened to Alonzo, He was a 
great teacher. 

“There was a lot of nervous- 
ness (when Mayes got hurt). 
You're following up the best 
tight end in the nation. But 
Coach (Tommy) Kaiser worked 
with me and set me down and 
said just give it your best shot.” 

Steggs would go on to con- 
tribute down the stretch, catch- 
ing 13 passes for 172 yards, as 
Oklahoma State bid to win the 
Big 12 South division. The 
Cowboys came a 28-25 overtime 
loss at Texas A&M shy of that 
accomplishment, but still fin- 
ished 8-3 and received an invita- 
tion to the Alamo Bow! (where 
they lost to Purdue 33-20). 

Now, with 17 returning 
starters, Oklahoma State is 
looking to raise the standard. 

“We left that team in the past 


and, as a group with the coach- 
es, decided to make this team a 
better one,” Steggs said. “I can 
tell since I came here the depth 
has grown, Everyone’s fighting 
for a position. The intensity 
level has increased.” 

OSU might be better, but 
should plan on having a tougher 
Toad. 

For starters, the Cowboys 
won't have the element of sur- 
prise they had last year. They 
are expected to challenge for 
the South Division crown, thus 
become the hunted instead of 
the hunter. 

They also play a schedule 
that has them playing at home 
just once in their first six games. 
Two of the road games are 
against Nebraska (in Kansas 
City, Mo.), and Kansas State. 

But it’s all still gravy to a guy 
like Steggs, whose first experi- 
ence in college football was 


standing on the Lewis Field 
sidelines watching Nebraska 
beat OSU 64-21 in the 1994 season 


opener. 
“I would rather have 
(Nebraska) here,” he said, 


referring to the fact the 
Cowboys gave up a home game 
in order to make more money 
for other athletic programs, 
“but the chance to play in 
Arrowhead Stadium, it’s real 
exciting.” 

Steggs, whose parents both 
attended Oklahoma State, 
wound up in Stillwater because 
he thought it would be the best 
of his limited options. 

Originally, he had wanted to 
walk on at Nebraska, but was 
told he’d have to wait until the 
spring to try out. 

“I wanted something more 
set in stone,” he said, “I wanted 
to stay in the Big Eight, and they 
(the OSU staff) really acted like 
they wanted me to come down 
here. They were super friendly.” 

At Imperial, Steggs was a 
standout linebacker and full- 
back. He came to OSU having 
caught only one pass and need- 
ing a lot of work on his blocking 
— not exactly a shiny resume to 
play tight end. 

But once Steggs sized him- 
self up with other players, he 
felt his best shot would be at 
tight end. 

“In high school, I always felt 
like if someone was going to 
throw me the ball I was going to 
come down with it,” he said. “I 
don’t think I could block anyone 
when [ first came in, but Coach 
Kaiser has been super teaching 
me things and now that’s one 
thing I pride myself on. 

Steggs, a 195-pounder when 
he first reported to OSU, now 
pushes 250. 

“T knew if I had a chance I 
could do something, play special 
teams at least,” he said. “This is 
more than I could have asked 
for. It’s been nothing but good 
luck here.” 


Cal/Head coach Holmoe expects Golden Bears to go to a bowl game 


Continued from Page 26N 


Huskers’ sophisticated option 
attack, their play-action pack- 
age, their conventional plays, 
their overall efficiency — every- 


Neboaidket however, will fea- 
ture new starters at quarter- 
back, I-back, split end, tight end 
and four offensive line positions. 
Setencich sees at least a glim- 
mer of hope in playing the 
Huskers early in the season, 
when they might be trying to 
smooth some rough spots. 


“Actually, I'd rather not play 
them at all,” Setencich said, jok- 
ingly. “But given a choice, I'd 
rather play them early. When 
their offensive line is cranked 
up — like it was against 
Tennessee (in last season’s 42-17 
Orange Bowl triumph) — it’s 
awfully difficult.” 

Setencich also thought back 
to Nebraska’s 62-24 whipping of 
Florida in the 1996 Fiesta Bowl. 

_ *(Florida’s) Steve Spurrier 
thinks he’s the coaching guru of 
the world, and it looked like a 
pro team against a high school 


team out there,” Setencich said. 

California will try to become 
a bowl team again this season 
after finishing 3-8 a year ago, 
including 1-7 in the Pac-10. 

As is the case on defense, 
California’s offense — which 
returns seven starters, includ- 
ing quarterback Justin Vedder 
— figures to improve in the sec- 
ond year under offensive coordi- 
nator Doug Cosbie and his varia- 
tions of the West Coast offense. 

Second-year head coach Tom 
Holmoe said youth and inexperi- 
ence took its toll last season, 


“However, that excuse won't 
fly this year — for either the 
coaching staff or, more impor- 
tantly, the players,” Holmoe 
said. “You learn a lot when you 
go through a season like last 
year, and that experience will 
pay off for us this year. 

“We expect to win. We expect 
to go to a bowl game. We expect 
to be in the race for the league 


title heading down the stretch. If © 


that expectation puts pressure on 
us, so be it, It’s time to step up and 
be counted, and I think our team 
has accepted that challenge.” 
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ONU 


OKLAHOMA STATE 


Coach: Bob Simmons 
(17-18, 3 years) 


1997 record 
8-4 (lost to Purdue in Alamo 
Bowl), Big 12 South: 5-3, tie 
for 2nd 
Date with the Huskers 
Oct. 3 at Kansas City, Mo. 
(Arrowhead Stadium) 


Starters returning 

Offense (8): Brain Aikins, 
FB, 6-1/245, Sr.; Adam Davis, 
G, 6-4/274, Jr.; David 
Camacho, T, 6-7/300, Jr.; 
Willie Grissom, WR, 5-11/190, 
Sr.; Tony Lindsay, QB, 6- 
2/190, Soph.; Sean Love, WR, 
5-9/180, Sr.; Jeremy Offutt, C, 
6-5/295, Sr.; Nathan 
Simmons, RB, 5-10/197, Jr. 

Defense (8): Trent 
Alexander, CB (moved from 
SS), 6-0/195, Sr.; Jack 
Golden, LB, 6-1/230, Sr.; 
Tarrell Knauls, LB, 6-1/228, Jr.; 
Cortney Mallory, T, 6-1/289, 
Jr.; Ricky Thompson, FS, 6- 
1/178, Sr.; Andrel Waddle, E, 
6-2/237, Sr; Alton Weaver, E, 
6-4/273, Sr.; Kenyatta Wright, 
LB, 6-2/232, Jr. . 

Kickers (1): Tim-Sydnes, 
K, 6-2/195, Jr. 


Other key returnees 

Offense: Jorge Arceo, G, 
6-5/297, Sr.; Sean Barry, TE, 
6-4/234, Soph.; Kevin Brown, 
FB, 6-1/260, Soph.; Chris 
Chaloupka, QB, 6-2/218, Jr.; 
Jamaal Fobbs, TB, 5-10/180, 
Soph.; Andrew Golembiewski, 
T, 6-5/288, Jr.; Jason 
Johnson, G, 6-3/275, Soph.; 
Ethan Howell, WR, 6-1/172, 
Jr; Bryan Phillips, T 6-5/285, 
Soph.; Terrance Richardson, 
WR, 5-9/180, Jr. (RS); Garrett 
Steggs, TE, 6-3/235, Jr. 

Defense: Zac Akin, T, 6- 
1/325, Soph.; Chris Carter, 
CB, 6-3/215, Jr.; Raymond 
Cato, LB, 6-1/235, Jr. (RS); 
Seth Condley, P, 5-10/162, 
Soph; Adam Edwards, SS, 6- 
0/215, Jr.; J.B. Flowers, CB, 6- 
0/185, Soph. (RS); Evan 
Howell, CB, 6-1/173, Jr.; Chad 
Johnson, T, 6-1/263, Jr.; 
Marcus Jones, CB, 5-9/175, 
Soph.; Taber LeBlanc, E, 6- 
2/259, Sr.; Zac Warner, E, 6- 
4/239, Soph. 

Kicker: Russ Schwett- 
mann, P/K, 6-3/204, Soph.; 


Top newcomers 

Offense: Lawson 
Giddings, WR, 6-3/185, Fr.; 
Matt Holliday, QB, 6-5/210, 
Fr.; Khary Jackson, TE, 6- 
4/250, Jr. (JC); Marcellus 
Rivers, TE, 6-4/225, Fr. (RS). 

Defense: Randy Chappell, 
SS, 6-4/200, Jr. (JC); Dwayne 
Levels, OLB, 6-3/220, Fr (RS, 
Imperial); Eric Stevenson, DT, 
6-2/279, Fr. (RS); Troy West, 
LB, 6-4/205, Jr. (JC). 
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AA, 


TEXAS A&M 


Coach: R.C. Slocum 
(83-25-2:in 9 years) 


1997 record 
9-4 (lost to UCLA in Cotton 
Bowl). Big 12 South: 6-2, 1st (lost 
to Nebraska in Big 12 
Championship). 
Date with the Huskers 


Oct. 10 at College Station, Texas 


Starters returning 
Offense (8): Marc Broyles, 
FB, 5-11/237, Sr.; Dante Hall, RB, 
5-8/190, Jr.; Semisi Heimuli, G, 6- 

1/295, Jr.; Leroy Hodge, WR, 6- 
2/204, Jr.; Aaron Oliver, WR, 6- 
0/196, Sr.; Cameron Spikes, G, 6- 
3/300, Sr.; Derrick Spiller, TE, 6- 
3/240, Sr.; Branndon Stewart, QB, 
6-2/222, Sr. 

Defense (6): Rich Coady, SS, 
6-1/205, Jr.; Sedrick Curry, CB, 
6-2/193, Jr.; Warrick Holdman, 
OLB, 6-2/234, Sr.; Brandon 
Jennings, FS, 6-1/192, Jr.; Dat 
Nguyen, ILB, 6-0/216, Sr.; Jason 
Webster, CB, 5-10/177, Jr. 

Kickers (1): Shane Lechler, 
P, 6-2/220, Jr. 
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Other key returnees 
Offense: Russell Bynum, K, 
5-9/176, Soph.; Daniel Campbell, 
TE, 6-5/262, Sr.; Chris Cole, WR, 
6-0/186, Jr.; D'Andre Hardeman, 
RB, 5-11/232, Sr.; Shea Holder, 
T, 6-5/304, Jr.; Toby McCarthy, C, 
6-2/283, Soph.; Randy McCown, 
QB, 6-1/210, Jr.; Sire Parker, RB, 
5-11/188, Sr.; Chris Taylor, WR, 
5-10/176, Soph.; Rex Tucker, T, 
6-5/285, Sr.; Andy Vincent, T. 6- 


. 3/301, Jr. 


Defense: Cornelius Anthony, 
ILB, 6-0/224, Soph.; Rocky 
Bernard, E, 6-3/269, Soph.; Roylin 
Bradley, OLB, 6-1/221, Soph.; 
Sean Coryatt, ILB, 6-0/218, 
Soph.; Ron Edwards, NT, 6-3/262, 
Soph.; Ronald Flemons, E, 6- 
5/247, Soph.; Jason Glenn, OLB, 
6-0/220, Soph.; Shun Horn, CB, 
5-9/190, Sr.; Michael Jameson, 
SS, 5-10/179, Soph.; Toya Jones, 
FS, 6-2/204, Sr.; Chris Thierry, 
OLB, 6-2/221, Jr.; Stephen Young, 
NT, 6-0/268, Soph. 


Top newcomers 

Offense: Choo Freeman, WR, 
6-2/190, Fr.; Bethel Johnson, 
WR, 6-0/175, Fr.; Seth McKinney, 
C, 6-3/293, Fr. (RS); Ja’Mar 
Toombs, RB, 6-1/235, Fr.; Moses 
Vakalahi, OT, 6-5/307, Fr. (RS). 

Defense: Jay Brooks, CB, 5- 
9/180, Fr. (RS); Lonnie Madison, 
DE, 6-3/250, Fr. (RS); Tango 
McCauley, NT, 6-4/290, Fr. (RS); 
Evan Perroni, DE, 6-4/278, 
Fr.(RS); Harold Robertson, ILB, 
6-2/221, Fr.(RS). 
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_ TEXAS A&M AGGIES _ 


Entering the spotlight: Rex Tucker 


Offensive lineman can’t 
wait for season to start 


BY CURT McKEEVER 
Lincoln Journal Star 


Most college football players 
have had enough of two-a-day 
practices by the time they’re 
seniors. 

Not Texas A&M offensive 
tackle Rex Tucker. 

Tucker, listed first team for 
the first time in his career, 
wants all the work he can get 
before the Aggies open the sea- 
son against Florida State in the 
Kickoff Classic Aug. 31. 

“Tm loving it. I finally 
reached it,” Tucker said of being 
in position to play a Jot of min- 
utes, “It's been a long haul and 
I've put a lot of work into it, 
Hopefully, I can perform to my 
expectations.” 

The theme for A&M's season 
is “Raising the Bar,” and the 
Aggies should know right away 
how much higher they have to 
go to reach the summit. 

Last year, A&M rebounded 


KANSAS JAYHAWKS 


Entering the spotlight: Coach Terry Allen 


KU knows honeymoon is over 


BY CURT McKEEVER 
Lincoln Journal Star 


Teams like Nebraska have 

no-merey mottoes like 
- “Dominate in 98.” 

Then there’s Kansas. 

“Our theme this year is that 
let’s go out and be as healthy as 
we can be, and see what hap- 
pens,” said second-year coach 
Terry Allen, a funny guy who 
was being dead serious. 

OK, so now you know why the 
Jayhawks are picked to finish 
next-to-last in the Big 12 
Conference North Division. But 
as Allen’s statement hints —ina 
roundabout way, anyway — one 
can never be too sure. 

Last year, Allen pieced 
together a team that had the 
kind of offensive talent to end up 
being ranked dead in NCAA 
Divsion I. And yet, KU went 5-6. 
And had it beaten Texas in its 
regular-season finale would 
have qualified to play in a bowl. 

“We'll be a better football 
team, but whether our record 
will be better I don’t know,” said 
Allen, who will have to work 
more magic in order to avoid a 
“sophomore slump.” 


The good news-bad news sit- 


uation in Lawrence is that 10 of 
the offensive starters are back, 


including quarterback Zac 
Wegner, who started the final 
six games in 1997 and, in the last 
: three con- 
tests, had 
the Jay- 
hawks aver- 
aging 27 
points. 

“We are 
going to 
present a 
little differ- 
ent offen- 
sive pack- 
age anddoa 
few things 
differently with personnel on 
offense this year,” Allen said. 
“Last season we were just 
throwing around pins and nee- 
dles and hoping that something 
would stick.” 

Keeping Wegner healthy will 
be KU’s top priority. His back- 
up, Akili Roberson, was 
declared ineligible and is no 
longer in school, while another 
candidate, Hamilton Hill, opted 
to enter law school in Chicago 
instead of returning. That 
leaves the Jayhawks with a true 
freshman, Jonas Weatherbie, as 
Wegner's main understudy. 

“There is a lot of pressure on 
the offensive line this season,” 


e 


ALLEN 


senior guard Justin Glasgow 
admitted, but “later in (1997) we 
settled the offensive line and 
started to play better. We stayed 
together as a team and we have 
to carry that momentum.” 

On defense, Kansas will have 
to ‘replace its all-time sack 
leader, linebacker Ron Warner, 
two interior linemen and three 
secondary members. 

Hanson Caston, a senior who 
teamed with Kansas State quar- 
terback Michael Bishop to help 
Blinn (Texas) Junior College 
win two national champi- 
onships, is expected to give the 
Jayhawks another strong pass 
rusher. 

But, typical ofa program still 
in the early stages of rebuilding, 
a lot of unknowns remain. 

“I think last year was a hon- 
eymoon,” Allen said. “People 
would put off judgements and 
say, ‘Ah, it’s just the first year’ 
Whereas this year, you feel 
more pressure.” 

Senior linebacker Pat Brown 
has confidence Allen will have 
the Jayhawks ready to respond 
to the challenge. 

“Coach Allen is a players’ 
coach who can motivate people 
ae get them ready to play,” he 
said. 


6 I’m loving it. | finally reached it. 
It’s been a long haul and I’ve 
put a lot of work into it. 
Hopefully, | cam perform to 
my expectations. 


— Aggies senior Rex Tucker on playing 
with the first team for the first time 


from a disappointing 6-6 1996 
season to win the Big 12 
Conference South Division and 
receive an invitation to the 
Cotton Bowl. 

Coach R.C. Slocum called it a 
championship-type effort, but 
his “champions” were drilled 54- 
15 by Nebraska in the league 
playoff, then lost to UCLA in the 
Cotton Bowl. 

“Tt was nice to win the South, 
but I think everybody's kind of 
disappointed in the way we 
ended the season,” Tucker said, 


(5-6 in 1 year at KU, 
80-32 overall) 


1997 record 
5-6. Big 12 North: 3-5, tie for 4th. 
Date with the Huskers 
Oct. 17 at Memorial Stadium. 


Starters returning 

Offense (10): Mike Chandler, 
WR, 5-11/195, Jr; Greg Davis, 
FB, 5-11/230, Soph.; Dan 
Dercher, T, 6-6/285, Sr.; Chris 
Enneking, C, 6-3/280, Jr.; 
Termaine Fulton, WR, 5-10/180, 
Soph.; Justin Glasgow, G, 6- 
6/320, Sr.; Tanner Hancock, WR, 
5-10/170, Soph.; Dameon Hunt, 
G, 6-2/305, Jr.; Micheal Lies, T, 6- 
2.300, Sr.; Zac Wegner, QB, 6- 
2/230, Jr. 

Defense (4): Steve Bratten, 
ILB, 6-1/235, Sr; Patrick Brown, 
OLB, 5-11/210, Sr.; Jamie Harris, 
CB, 5-10/185, Sr; Dion Johnson, 
E, 6-4/290, Jr. 

Kickers (1): Joe Garcia, K, 6- 
0/175, Soph. 


Other key returnees 
Offense: Mitch Bowles, TB, 5- 
8/185, Jr.; Julius Bruce, RB, 5- 
9/195, Sr.; John Gordon, WR, 5- 


“We got thumped, and then 
played all right and lost against 
UCLA. 

“Our expectation every year 
is to win every game.” 

There are reasons to believe 
the Aggies are capable of doing 
that this year. 

Although A&M will be the 
underdog against Florida State, 
Slocum's team is loaded at the 
offensive skill positions and 
will have a definite edge in 


More on AGGIES, Page 31N 


11/185, Soph. (RS.injury); Brian 
Gray, TE, 6-3/235, Sr.; Jonathon 
Macklin, FB, 5-10/220, Sr.; Sean 
McDermott, TE, 6-3/240, Sr.; 
Mare Owen, G, 6-2/315, Soph.; 
Eric Patterson, WR, 6-1/200, 
Soph.; Akili Roberson, QB, 5- 
11/190, Sr.; Bob Schmidt, C, 6- 
1/280, Soph.; David Winbush, TB, 
5-7/180, Soph. 

Defense: Michael Allen, SS, 
5-10/195, Sr.; Tim Bowers, OLB, 
6-0/220, Soph.; Victor Bullock, 
OLB, 6-2/230, Soph.; Hanson 
Caston, OLB, 6-2/235, Sr.; Chad 
Coeliner, SS, 6-0/205, Jr.; Adrian 
Greene, E, 6-3/290; Jr. (RS); 
Fred Hammonds, SS, 6-1/205, 
Sr.; Jeremy Hanak, 6-6/250, Jr; 
J.J, Johnson, ILB, 6-2/235, Sr; 
Dariss Lomax, ILB, 6-2/225, 
Soph.; Jeff Redhage, DE, 6- 
6/265, Jr. (Lincoin East); John 
Willlams, NT, 6-2/300, Jr; Jahmal 
Wright, CB, 5-9/185, Jr. 


Top newcomers 

Offense: Carl Arnold, RB, 5- 
5/160, Jr. (Omaha); Henri Childs, 
RB, 6-2/205, Fr.; Byron Gasaway, 
WR, 6-4/180, Fr.; Justin Hartwig, 
OT, 6-5/270, Fr. (RS); Harrison 
Hill, WR, 5-11/185, Fr. (RS); John 
Oddonetto, OT, 6-5/280, Jr. (JG); 
Bob Smith, OT, 6-5/275, Fr. (RS). 

Defense: Muhammad Abdul- 
Rahim, CB, 6-0/180, Jr; Ben 
Coleman#,DE, 6-5/300, Fr, (RS); 
Nate Dwyer, NT, 6-3/305, Fr. 
(RS); Andrew LeGlair, ILB, 6- 
6/235, Fr. (RS); Dion Rayford, 
DE, 6-3/250, Jr. (JC); Quincy 
Roe, CB, 5-9/180, Fr. (RS). 

Kickers: Matt Tyler, P, 6- 
3/215, Fr. (RS), Joey Pelfanio, F 
6-1/ 205, Jr. (JC). 
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Aggies/Tucker one of three new line starters 


Continued from Page 3N 


experience, most notably at quarter- 
back. 

The Aggies also get to play host to 
Nebraska in the snake-pit atmosphere of 
Kyle Field, where they are 48-5-1 under 
Slocum. 

“Personally, every year I feel like our 
team’s special,” Tucker said. “I guess 
you really don't know until you go play 
another team. 

“Man to man, I feel like we can match 
up OK. I feel like we have great athletes 
frere and.good players. It’s just a matter 
of coming together as a team.” 

Tucker, a 6-foot-5, 290-pounder from 
Midland, Texas, will be one of three new 
starters on A&M's offensive line: 
Considering every other offensive 
starter from 1907 returns, the key to how 
explosive the Aggies become should lie in 
how quickly the newcomers gel. 

“T think the group we have right now 
is going to be pretty good,” Tucker said, 
“as long as we stay focused and work 
every day at getting better.” 

Tucker played behind third-round 
NFL. draft pick Chris Ruhman the last 
two seasons, but started three games in 
1997 when Ruhman was hurt. He was a 
backup center as a freshman. 

*Ruhman was always good at telling 
me what I was doing wrong, and in 
games would say, ‘Watch out for this,” 
Tucker said. “I'm very anxiously await- 
ing the opener. This is something I came 
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STEAK & BUFFET 
48th & Hwy 2 ° 423-1343 


© Personally, every year I feel 
like our team’s special. | 
guess you really don’t know 
until you go play another 
team. 
— Rex Tucker 


here for and am very prepared for.” 

A&M's other rookie starters will be 
senior left guard Cameron Spikes and 
either freshman Seth McKinney or 
sophomore Toby McCarthy at center. 

Outside of the offensive line, there are 
very few questions about the Aggies. 
Senior quarterback Branndon Stewart, a 
transfer from Tennessee, is in his third 
year as a starter. A&M also has four run- 
ning backs who have each rushed for at 
Teast 500 yards in a season — Sirr Parker, 
D’Andre Hardeman, Dante Hall and Eric 
Bernard. 

Defensively, preseason All-American 
linebacker Dat Nguyen is back to anchor 
a group of six returning starters. All 
three players on the front line will be 
new, but that also was the case in 1997. 
A&M also has preseason All-American 
punter Shane Lechler, who led the Big 12 
with a school record 47-yard average last 
year. 

“Shoot, I just want to play,” Tucker 
said. “This is my last year, so the more 


_ games, the merrier for me.” 
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Travel 


1997 NATIONAL CHAMPS 
‘98 FOOTBALL TOURS 


Tour 4 CAL-BERKELEY  Tour# 
San Fezsip Ly Area Wing-<5r0 0! Tour 
per 11-14 rember 9-14 


Ofna y | TEXAS A&M IOWA STATE 
Tctober 3-4 


Arrowhea ansas City College Station, Texas Ames, lowa 
October 9-11 Noveniber 7 


For information and reservation CALL TODAY! 1-800-222-6327 


2900 O Street © Lincoln) NE 68510 © (402) 441-4500 or 1°800-222-6327 *04 
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Bremser!!! 


Now available for 
the first time any- 
where, the video 
every Husker fan 
has been waiting 
for! Experience ie : 
again the most exciting college clash 
ever! Complete with the priceless 
original radio broadcast commentary 
by ol’ “man, woman and child” him- 
self, Lyell Bremser! Produced by Husker 
Video. 85min. Price $25. 


Video Subscription to the 


Receive a video of the Husker’s: Sait 


game each week during the season (including post-season games), 
complete with the original radio broadcast! All footage is shot by the 
University of Nebraska's Husker Vision crew. You can also order the 
games individually in any combination you desire! Call Today and 
Husker Season Ticket Video will do the rest! 
9800A Whole season subscription (2nd day delivery) $199 
9800B Whole season subscription (4th class mail) $179 
Individual games (2nd day delivery only) $25.00 per game. 


ORDER LINE: 1-800-230-3831 CALL TO ORDER TODAY! 
10 am To 6 pm C.S.T. (Visa or Mastercard) 


ASK FOR OUR FREE CATALOG 
HUSKER VIDEO + PO BOX 5273 « LINCOLN NE 68505 
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Coach: Larry Smith 
(18-27-1 in 4 years at MU, 
128-107-7 overall) 


1997 record 
7-5 (lost to Colorado State in 
Holiday Bowl), Big 12 North: 
5-8, 3rd 
Date with the Huskers 
Oct, 24 at Memorial Stadium 


Starters returning 

Offense (7): Eddie Brooks, 
TE, 6-1/223, Sr.; Craig Heim- 
burger, G, 6-3/313, Sr.; Corby 
Jones, QB, 6-1/222, Sr.; Kent 
Layman, WR, 5-11/187, Jr.; 
Todd Neimeyer, T, 6-5/310, 
Sr.; Rob Riti, C, 6-3/283, Jr.; 
Cliff Smith, G, 6-5/284, Sr. 

Defense (6): Caldrinoff 
Easter, SS, 5-10/188, Sr.; 
Marquis Gibson, OLB (moved 
from E), 6-2/225, Sr.; Barry 
Odom, ILB, 6-0/219, Jr.; 
Harold Piersey, FS, 6-2/179, 
Sr.; Carlos Posey, CB, 6- 
0/202, Jr.; Justin Wyatt, T, 6- 
4/275, Sr. 

Kickers (1): Vince Sebo, P, 
6-1/228, Jr. 


Other key returnees 

Offense: Ryan Douglass, 
QB, 6-2/205, Soph,; Rashidi 
Johnson, FB, 6-0/236, Soph. 
(RS); Chris Meredith, T, 6-5/ 
296, Sr.; Ricardo Rhodes, TB, 
5-6/174, Soph.; Jake Stueve, 
TE, 6-3/239, Sr.; Kevin Tucker, 
TB, 5-9/204, Soph.; Devin 
West, TB, 6-2/222, Sr. 

Defense: Steve Erickson, 
T, 6-4/280, Jr; Jeff Marriott, 
NT, 6-5/288, Jr.; Barry 
Mazuch, E, 6-5/238, Soph. 
(Norfolk); Brian McKeown, 
ILB, 6-4/211, Jr; Pat 
Mingucci, T, 6-2/266, Jr.; Tim 
Mittelstadt, E, 6-6/263, Sr.; 
Wade Perkins, CB, 6-1/189, 
Sr.; Randy Poiter, CB, 5- 
10/182, Sr.; Paul Schmanke, 
ILB, 6-0/219,Jr.; Martez 
Young, CB, 6-1/187, Sr. 


Top newcomers — 

Offense: Adrian Cole, G, 
6-4/306, Fr. (RS); Aaron 
Crittendon, OT, 6-5/289, Fr. 
(RS); James Dougherty, QB, 
6-4/190, Fr. (RS); Joe 
Glauberman, OT, 6-3/300, 
So.; Kareem Wise, WR, 6- 


3/216, Jr. (JC). 


Defense: Michael Gavins, 
DT, 6-6/300, Fr. (RS); Duke 
Revard, ILB, 6-3/232, Fr. (RS); 
David Webber, NT, 6-2/314, 
Jr. (transfer from Nebraska). 
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MISSOURI TIGERS 


HUSKER OPPONENTS 


Entering the spotlight: Coach Larry Smith 


Jones keys MU’s 
continued climb 
toward the top 


BY KEN HAMBLETON 


Lincoln Journal Star 


It’s all so new at Missouri. 

Instead of promising a win- 
ning season in the future, a bowl 
game way in the future and any 
signs of hope next year, Tiger 
Coach Larry Smith can proudly 
display the 1997 season. 

“JT have never seen so many 
people get excited over a 7-4 
season,” he said. “These people 
have waited 13 years for all of 
this. The morale is high and sea- 
son ticket sales are up, so there 
have been a lot of changes from 
previous seasons.” 

Smith plans to keep the 
Tigers on stage for a long time. 

He is not about to let 
Missouri football's shining bea- 
con of last season to be buried in 
the end zone of Faurot Field, 
where Nebraska tied and then 
beat his Tigers in overtime last 
year. 

“This season is new and that 
game isn’t going to bother us 


‘any more,” Smith said. 


He isn’t even going to kick up 
dust about the “flea kicker” 
from Nebraska receiver Shevin 
Wiggins’ toe to a diving Matt 
Davison that ended a stunning 
last-minute, no-timeout drive 
that tied the game at the end of 
the fourth quarter. 

“Too many people say, ’Oh, 
it’s another fifth down,’ and they 
let that bury us,” Smith said 
referring to a 33-31 Colorado win 
at Missouri in the fall of 1990, 
when the Buffaloes scored on a 
“fifth down” and went on to win 
a national title. 

“We're not going to let the 
‘kick’ bury us. Everybody in the 
stadium, and most of a national 
television audience, knows that 
Was a great game and we were 
just this close to beating the best 
team in the country.” 

Smith has plenty of momen- 
tum on his side. The Tigers fin- 
ished 7-5 and went to the Holiday 
Bowl. That ended a 13-year 
string of losing seasons and left 
Missouri with a No. 23 ranking — 
something that hadn’t happened 
in Columbia since 1983. 

“There is no question that we 
know about winning football,” 
said quarterback Corby Jones. 
“I think the players’ expecta- 
tions are higher than the fans’ 
expectations. We had our lapses 
early in the season last year and 
started out 3-3, But we had a 
team meeting, turned things 
around, and the players, the fans 


Smith knows Tigers’ rebuilding isn’t complete 


JOURNAL STAR LIBRARY 


Missouri Coach Larry Smith wrings his hands as he watches the closing moments of regula- 
tion in last year’s;game against Nebraska. The Huskers scored on the last play of the fourth 
quarter, forcing an overtime, and eventually won the game 45-38. 


G There is no question that we know about winning 
football. | think the players’ expectations are high- 
er than the fans’ expectations. We had our lapses 
early in the season last year and started out 3-3. 
But we had a team meeting, turned things around, 
and the players, the fans and everybody is looking 
for nine or 10 wins and another bowl game. 

— Tigers quarterback Corby Jones 


and everybody is looking for 
nine or 10 wins and another bow! 
game.” 

Jones is one of the keys to 
Missouri's continued climb. 

He passed and ran well 
enough to earn first-team Big 12 
quarterback honors:last year. 

“He is probably the best ath- 
lete I've ever coached,” Smith 
said, “and is an incredible com- 
petitor.” 

Jones takes it all in stride, He 
set 12 school records last year 
and is in reach of several more 
records this year. 

“IT think everybody knows, 
we're no joke,” he said. 

One of the toughest questions 


for the Tigers this year may be 
how Jones reacts to the recent 
death of his father, Missouri 
assistant coach Curtis Jones. 
The Tigers also will have to 
find replacements for four-year 


backfield stalwart Brock Olivo, | 


Missouri’s career rushing 
leader and recognized team 
leader, and two fullbacks who 
were taken in the NFL draft. 

Defensively, the Tigers hope 
for big improvement. The defen- 
sive line of Justin Wyatt and 
Jeff Marriott was excellent in 
the spring and the rest of the 
defense is expected to fall in 
line. 

Though Smith seems com- 


fortable at the point where his 
program is, he’s also quick to 
point out that Missouri's journey 
is ongoing. : 

“The building process is 
never over,” he said. “Where we 
want to be is on top. Last season 
was a step.” 

The future looks bright, too, 
as the Tigers enjoyed their best 
recruiting season under Smith. 

“We were able to get more 
respect in Texas, Florida, and 
Illinois when we went to some 
homes,” he said. “We also came 
away with some awfully good 
players. Some of those guys will 
contribute right away.” 

Smith said he will remain 
patient and strive to build con- 
sistency. 

“When you get 13 years of a 
monkey off your back, you want 
to make sure it stays off,” he 
said. “It’s important that we 
start strong and stay strong.” 

That ¢ould be tougher than in 
1997. 

“T think we got the chance to 
sneak up on people last year,” 
Smith said. “But that’s not going 
to happen this year. (Opponents 
are) going to make sure they're 
prepared for us.” 
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Senior OB 


BY CURT McKEEVER 


Lincoln Journal Star 


Nobody remembers Richard 
Walton as the guy who in his 
first start at Texas guided the 
Longhorns past Baylor to help 
secure the final Southwest 
Conference championship. 

Nope, Until he engineers 
another victory, Walton will 
wear the tag of the guy who was 
behind center at the start of 
what turned into the worst home 
loss in school’ history — last 
year’s 66-3 debacle against 
UCLA. 

“I think that kind of comes 
with the job,” said Walton, a fifth- 
year senior who is ready to take 
over the No. 1 job after spending 
the last three years backing up 
James Brown. “The quarterback 
has a lot of pressure. If things go 
well you get too much eredit, and 
if they don’t, too much blame. I 
don’t mind that. Texas is a big- 
name school. 

“Sure, I hate talking about 
(the UCLA game), but it was a 
situation of everything that 
could go wrong went wrong. I 
had two turnovers, and the guy 
behind me had four. We had a 
couple of fumbles. ... When you 
have seven or eight turnovers, 
you can’t win games.” 

While Walton said he 
returned to his understudy role 


IOWA STATE 


TEXAS LONGHORNS 


unaffected, the lopsided: loss 
zapped the confidence of a team 
expected to make another 
strong run for the conference 
championship, which it claimed 
in 1996 by upsetting Nebraska. 
Despite having the leading 
rusher in the country in Ricky 
Williams, Texas staggered toa 4 
7 record. After the season, coach 
John Mackovic was reassigned 
and North Carolina’s Mack 
Brown named his successor. 

Brown has spent much of his 
beginning in Austin trying to 
reinstill confidence and pride in 
his players. As the back cover of 
the 1998 Texas media guide bold- 
ly points out, the Longhorns are 
fourth all-time in NCAA victo- 
ries and sixth in winning per- 
centage. 

“What happened last year 
happened,” Walton said. “You've 
just got to put it behind you.” 

Texas, which plays Nebraska 
in Lincoln on Halloween, has 
had little choice but to move on. 
The new coaching staff has put 
in a different offense and 
defense, and the Longhorns best 
learn things quickly. They play 

at UCLA in the second week of 
the season, then follow that with 
a trip to Kansas State. 

“T think everybody’s kind of 
wondering about Texas,” 
Walton admitted, “We've got a 


Coach: Dan McCamey (6-27 in 3 years) 


: 1997 record 
1-10, Big 12 North: 1-7, 6th 
Date with the Huskers 
Nov. 7 at Ames, lowa 


Entering the spotlight: QB Richard Walton 


is over UCLA disaster 


COURTESY TEXAS 


Richard Walton is taking over 
as the Longhorns’ starting 
quarterback. 


new quarterback and we're 
coming off a season we hadn't 
had. But I see us coming back 
and, if anything, I think that sea- 
son's going to help us. It refocus- 
es us and shows everybody’s out 
to beat Texas.” 

Walton, a 6G-foot-5, 225- 
pounder from Bay City, Texas, 
who threw for 2,755 yards and 29 
touchdowns as a high school 
senior, has dreamed of being the 
Longhorns’ quarterback since 
he was young. Although he’s 


never been the regular starter 
— getting his two chances only 
after Brown suffered injuries — 
he’s shown that he’s ready for 
the new role. 

Tn 19 gaines, Walton has com- 
pleted 84 of 152 passes (55.3 per- 
cent) for 1,091 yards and five 
touchdowns. The pre-med honor 
student also is coming off a solid 
performance in spring practice, 
when he completed 38 of 65 toss- 
es for 510 yards and four scores. 

“I've always wanted to be the 


_ guy — sometimes you've got to 


be patient,” Walton said. “Being 
the backup, you had to prepare 
as though youre the starter. I 
feel comfortable. I got a lot of 
film work and Coach Makovic 
did a good job of getting me in 
much more than mop-up situa- 
tions.” 

Williams’ decision to turn 
down big money from the NFL 
and come back for his senior 
season should make Walton’s 
transition easier. Last year, 
Williams rushed for a school- 
record 1,893 yards. He enters this 
season foremost on the minds of 
Heisman Trophy voters. 

“There’s no doubt that he’s 
the best in the nation,” Walton 
said. “At the same time, it’s our 
responsibility as a passing 
offense to keep the defense off 
of him.” 


IOWA STATE CYCLONES 
Entering the spotlight: LB Jesse Beckom 


TEXAS 


Coach: Mack Brown 
(first year, 86-74 overall) 


1997 record 
4-7, Big 12 South: 2-6, t4th 
Date with the Huskers 
Oct. 31 at Memorial Stadium 


Starters returning 

Offense (7): Ben Adams, 
G, 6-5/305, Sr.; Octavious 
Bishop, T, 6-5/321, Sr.; Ricky 
Brown, FB, 6-0/215, Jr.; Jay 
Humphrey, T, 6-7/305, Sr; 
Roger Roesler, G, 6-5/308, 
Jr.; Bryan White, WR, 5- 
10/180, Sr.; Ricky Williams, 
TB, 6-0/225 Sr. 

Defense (8): Aaron 
Babino, OLB, 6-1/215, Jr.; 
Tony Holmes, SS, 5-9/180, Sr.; 
Aaron Humphrey, E, 6-3/245, 
Jr; Donald McCowen, FS, 
6-0/205, Soph.; Gray Mosier, 
T, 6-5/271, Sr.; Brandon Nava, 
E, 6-3/240, Jr.; Dusty Renfro, 
ILB, 6-0/231, Sr,; Cedric 
Woodard, T, 6-3/280, Jr. 


Other key returnees 

Offense: Dustin 
Armstrong, WR, 6-1/195, Jr.; 
Tony Ellis, RB, 6-0/203, 
Soph.; Russell Gaskamp, C, 
6-4/288, Sr.; Derek Lewis, TE, 
6-2/235, Sr.; Wane McGarity, 
WR, 5-9/190, Sr.; Richard 
Walton, QB, 6-5/225, Sr. 

Defense: Anthony Hicks, 
OLB, 6-0/225, Jr.; Jeremy 
Jones, CB, 5-9/162, Sr.; Chris 
Smith, E, 6-5/245, Jr.; Michael 
Watson, OLB, 6-1/215, Sr. 


Former walk-on rewarded for effort 


Starters returning 
Offense (6): Todd Bandhauer, QB, 6-3/ 
232, Sr; Ben 
Beaudet, G/C, 6- 
4/306, Soph.; Marc 
Cortez, C, 6-2/276, 


5-8/190, Jr.; Damian 
Gibson, TE, 6-4/263, 
Sr.; Joe Parmentier, 
FB, 5-11/251, Sr. 
Defense (8): 
Dawan Anderson, 
CB, 5-8/168, Sr.; Breon Ansley, CB, 5-6/172, 
Soph.; Dustin Avey, SS, 6-3/200, Soph; 
Dave Brcka, ILB, 6-2/243, Jr; James 
Eimore, DL, 6-2/243, Jr; Kemp Knighten, 
FS, 5-11/210, Sr. Jim Morse, OLB, 6-1/228, 
Soph.; James Reed, T, 6-0/265, Soph. 
Kickers (2): Carl Gomez, P. 6-2/202, 
Soph.; Jamie Kohl, K, 6-0/208, Sr. 
Other key returnees 
Offense: Eugene Bernal, G, 6-3/293, Sr.; 
Charlie Bogwill, C, 6-2/298, Sr.; Mike Brantley, 
WR, 6-0/196, Jr; Kevin Wilson, WR, 5-10/187, 


Sr. 

: Defense: Chin Achebe, E, 6-1/247, Sr.; 
Kip King, OLB, 6-0/230, Sr,; Andre Lee, E, 6- 
0/270, Sr. 


Top newcomer 
Defense: Jesse Beckom, ILB, 6-0/210, Jr. 


Jr.; Darren Davis, TB, 


BY CURT McKEEVER 
Lincoln Journal Star 


If Iowa State's football program goes 
from rags to riches this season, Jesse 
Beckom should be the Cyclones’ poster 
boy: 

Two years ago, Beckom was playing 
linebacker at Trinity College, a tiny 
NAIA Division II school in Deerfield, Ill. 
But after his sophomore season, he went 
searching for an institution with a 
strong architecture department, ended 
up at Iowa State and decided to walk on 
with the football team. 

It wasn't long after that third-year 
head coach Dan McCarney knew he had 
gotten a diamond in the rough. 

Although Beckom had to sit out 
games last season because of the NCAA 
transfer rule, he turned plenty of heads 
in practice and wound up being named 
ISU’s defensive scout team player of 
the year. : 

Now, he’s on scholarship and he'll 
line up beside team captain and defen- 
sive leader Dave Breka looking to make 
hirnself known to Cyclone opponents. 

“You always have to prove yourself, 


especially for me because I haven't 
played Division I football,” Beckom 
said. “The goal is just to play as well as I 
can.” 

It’s been a long time since things 
were rosy in Ames, 
Iowa. The Cylones 
haven't had a win- 
ning season since 
1989 and haven't 
been to a bowl in 20 
years. During 
McCarney’s first 
three seasons ISU 
has spiraled from 
‘ { three wins to two to 
=] one. 
BECKOM McCarney is 

quick to note, 
“Tough times don't last, tough people do. 
I believe we'll persevere.” 

Beckom predicts only that ISU will 
be improved in 1998 and doesn’t sound 
concerned over how that will translate 
into wins and losses. 

For now, it’s exciting enough know- 
ing that on a regular basis he'll get to 
play before crowds of 50,000 and above. 

“I'm not sure we even broke the 100 


mark (at Trinity),” he said, laughing. 
“At some away games, maybe. It'll be 
quite a difference.” 

Beckom tried to keep his teammates 
up through. last year’s struggles. 

But, “it’s just like any family, it was 
just a rough year for us,” he said. 
“Hopefully, guys just try to improve.” 

Beckom came out of Corliss High 
School in Chicago as a 160-pound defen- 
sive back. He now carries 213 pounds on 
his 6-foot frame, but knows it will take 
more than bulk for him to excel at the 
Division I level. 

“T'm working on my endurance, and 
learning plays so I don’t have any ques- 
tions in my mind and can just react on 
instinct,” he said. 

Iowa State has brought in 15 junior 
college players, primarily to shore up a 
defense that ranked last in the Big 12 
and was 101st out of 112 Division I 
schools. 

Offensively, the Cyclones have an 
experienced line and game-breakers in 
quarterback Todd Bandhauer (who led 
the league in 1997 with 2,514 yards pass- 
ing) and tailback Darren Davis (who 
rushed for 1,005 yards in just 744 games). 
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N ewcomer happy to 


BY CURT McKEEVER 
Lincoln Journal Star 


About the only thing that’s 
changed at Kansas State from a 
year ago is the higher expecta- 
tions many people have of the 
Wildcats. 

And let’s remember, the one- 
time doormats of college foot- 
ball went 11-1 in 1997, including a 
benchmark 35-18 Fiesta Bowl 
victory against Syracuse. 

Perhaps that explains why 
sophomore center Randall 
Cummins is keeping as low a 
profile as possible. Cummins, 
you see, is one of the new 
' starters at K-State this season. 

One of just four players. 

“I’m coming into my first 
year of starting, and for the 
team expected to do so well I 
feel a little bit more pressure,” 
he admitted. “I feel the pressure 
to succeed.” 

The fact Cummins is sur- 
rounded by a wealth of talent 
should help ease his transition 
from backup to one who will log 
the mjaority of the minutes. 

He also takes comfort know- 
ing that he spent a season work- 
ing with three-year starter and 
all-Big 12 Conference center 
Kendyl Jacox. 

‘ “Being Kendyl’s backup 
helped a lot because he knew the 
offense so 
well,” said 
Cummins, a 
6-foot-3, 285- 
pounder 
from the 
Dallas 
suburb of 
Cedar Hill, 
Texas. “He 
and Jeremy 
(Martin, a 
senior 
guard ) 
helped a lot 
(on) some technique, and just 
learning the plays.” 

Cummins, whose only other 
Division I-A scholarship offer 
came from Rice, will be the only 
newcomer on an offensive line 
that a year ago helped Kansas 
State average 372.4 yards per 
game. 

But at least he'll be snapping 
the ball to a Heisman Trophy 
candidate Michael Bishop. 

“The first couple weeks of 
spring ball I was shaky, then the 
third week I started picking it 
up,” Cummins said. “I’m pretty 
comfortable coming out of 
spring. The main thing I was 
working on was getting the 
plays down and aggression com- 
ing off the ball.” 

Cummins said he thinks 
Bishop seems more determined 
and has a better command of 
the offense than in 1997. And, as 


CUMMINS 
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KANSAS STATE WILDCATS 


Entering the spotlight: C Randall Cummins 


not be center of attention 
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Kansas State wide receiver Kevin Lockett (83) is brought down by Nebraska cornerback 
Erwin Swiney (16) after a long reception in last year's game. The Wildcats’ 56-26 loss to the 
Huskers was their only defeat of the season. 


one of the team captains, 
expects him to help the Wildcats 
avoid getting caught up in all the 
media attention that will 
undoubtedly come their way. 

“That’s going to be probably 
the main thing, staying focused 
and keeping your head,” said 
Cummins, aware that K-State’s 
No. 6 ranking in the preseason 
coaches’ poll is the highest in 
school history. “(We can’t) let 
all the hype get to us.” 

Most of it’s new to Kansas 
State, which has the second 
worst winning percentage of all 
Division I programs. But the 
ugly past is quicly being forgot- 
ten. 

Snyder's eight-season record 
is a sparkling 66-37-1, and each of 
his last five teams have won at 
least nine games. : 

“We always have really good 
leadership here,” said Cummins, 
who admits he’s somewhat sur- 
prised at K-State’s ascent to the 
upper tier of college football. 

But perhaps more important 
than leadership, the Wildcats 
are getting better talent. This 
year’s team has eight preseason 
all-conference players, and 
junior college transfer running 
back Frank Murphy was tabbed 


to be the offensive newcomer of 
the year. 

On defense, Kansas State has 
three linebackers — Jeff Kelly, 
Travis Ochs and Mark 
Simoneau — among the 68 can- 
didates for the Butkus Award. 

Snyder, who knows he’s got 
some bona-fide stars who will 
play at the next level, is hoping 
no one turns into a prima donna. 


“T hope that we develop that, 
(blue-collar) attitude and that 


approach and that mentality — 
all-for-one and one-for-all — 
even though we know that some 
young guys are going to get far 
more recognition than others,” 
Snyder said. “Regardless of 
what they receive in the media, 
if their attitude is one that they 
just want to be a part of that 
group that’s rolling up their 
sleeves and (going) to work, 
then I think we've got a chance, 

“There's nothing wrong with 
having guys that have (special) 
ability, and that you recognize 
that. I think the key is how do 
they perceive it and how do they 
deal with it. We can still have 
that kind of recognition and still 
be a bunch of guys that just don’t 
see themselves as stars, but 
somebody that just wants to do 


everything he can to help make 
this team better.” 

Although Snyder has fewer 
personnel issues to deal with 
this season because of the vast 
amount of returning experience, 
he’s still paying close attention 
to the psychological aspects of 


_ the game. 


“My major priorities have to 
deal with the chemistry, atti- 
tude, responsibility and 
accountability of this football 
team,,and the elimination of dis- 
tractions for this football team,” 
he said shortly after his players 
returned for fall practice. “I’ve 
said we can’t afford to take 
things for granted. We've got to 
understand where we have 
come from, how we've achieved 
whatever levels of successes 
that we have achieved. 

“We've got to understand 
what it takes to achieve the kind 
of successes that these young 
guys would like to achieve to 
become a better football team. 
And we've got to understand the 
value of improvement, not just 
when we get into the season but 
beginning right now — and 
earry it throughout, because 
that’s the way this program was 
built,” 


KANSAS STATE 


Coach: Bill Snyder 
(66-37-1 in 9 years) 


1997 record 
11-1 (beat Syracuse in Fiesta 
Bowl), Big 12 North: 7-1/ 2nd 

Date with the Huskers 
Nov. 14 at Manhattan, Kan. 


Starters returning 

Offense (10): Michael 
Bishop, QB, 6-1/205, Sr.; 
Everett Burnett, WR 6-1/190, 
Sr.; Brian Goolsby, FB, 6- 
2/250, Sr.; Brien Hanley, G, 6- 
2/325, Sr.; Eric Hickson, TB, 5- 
8/200, Sr.; Jeremy Martin, G, 
6-4/305, Sr.; Darnell 
McDonald, WR, 6-3/195, Sr.; 
Gavin Peries, WR, 6-1/200, 
Sr.; Justin Swift, TE, 6-3/250, 
Sr.; Ryan Young, T, 6-6/330, Sr. 

Defense (9): Dyshod 
Carter, CB, 5-10/175, Soph.; 
Lamar Chapman, FS, 6- 
1/175, Jr.; Joe Bob Clements, 
E, 6-3/245, Sr.; Jarrod 
Cooper, SS, 6-1/205, Soph.; 
Darren Howard, E, 6-4/240, 
Jr.; Jeff Kelly, ILB, 6-0/245, 
Sr.; Damion Mcintosh, T, 6- 
4/290, Jr.; Travis Ochs, OLB, 
6-3/225, Sr.; Mark Simoneau, 
OLB, 6-0/230, Jr. 

Kickers (2): James 
Garcia, P, 6-2/195, Sr.; Martin 
Gramatica, K, 5-9/170, Sr. 


Other key returnees 
Offense: David Allen, 
TB/KR, 5-9/185, Soph.; 
Jonathan Beasley, QB, 6- 
1/220, Jr.; Marlon Charles, 
TB, 5-9/190, Sr.; Ryan 
Cummings, OT, 6-4/280, 
Soph.; Adam Hotz, G, 6- 
2/275, Soph. (Papillion- 
LaVista); David Mcintyre, G, 
6-2/305, Sr.; Shad Meier, TE, 
6-4/245, Soph.; lanMoses, T, 
6-3/290, Jr.; Martez Wesley, 
WR, 5-11/175, Soph. 
Defense: Monty Beisel, E, 
6-3/235, Soph.; Keith Black, 
CB, 5-10/170, Sr.; Chris 
Johnson, E, 6-1/240, Soph.; 
Travis Litton, OLB, 6-2/240, 
Jr; Gerald Neasman, CB/KR, 
5-9, 180, Sr.; Andrae Rowe, T, 
6-0/290, Sr.; Turelle Williams, 
OLB, 6-0/230, Soph. (RS), 


Top newcomers 
Offense: Brandon Clark, 
FB, 6-2/215, Fr. (RS); Quincy 
Morgan, WR, 6-2/207, Jr. 
(JC); Frank Murphy, RB, 6- 
1/205, Jr. (JC). 
Defense: Jerametrius 
Butler, CB, 5-9/155, Fr. (RS, 
Hastings); Luke Butler, DB, 5- 
10/170, Fr. (AS, Hastings St. 
Cecilia). 


YOU BREATHE 
HUSKER FOOTBALL. 
THEY HAVEN'T 
PLAYED A GAME IN 

EIGHT MONTHS. 


CONSIDER THIS 
MOUTH-TO-MOUTH 
RESUSCITATION. 


SP > ee a. 
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BY CURT McKEEVER 


Lincoln Journal Star 


The last time Colorado had 
a quarterback race heading 
into a season, in 1992, Kordell 
Stewart emerged from a 
group and went on to lead the 
Buffaloes to an impressive 
three-year record of 28-6-2. 

Now, a guy who came from 
south Texas to Boulder, Colo., 
because he saw himself in the 
mold of Stewart gets his 
chance to bring the Buffs back 
to national prominence. 

“That (offense) was right 
up my alley,” said Jeremy 
Weisinger, a junior who 
emerged 
from a 
three-man 
pile in 
spring 
practice as 
CU’s_ top 
quarter- 
back. “And 
it hasn't 
changed 
much.” 

What’s 
different 
from Stewart's time to 
Weisinger’s is the ex-pecta- 
tions many have of Colorado. 

Stewart took over a top-20 
program that was just one 
year removed from a national 

championship. Weisinger will 
lead a group that was part of 
back-to-back 10-2 seasons and 
chosen by one publication to 
win last year’s national title 
only to stumble to 5-6. The 
mark was the Buffaloes’ first 
losing campaign since 1984. 

“T think last year was just 
kind of an awakening, and I 
don’t know that I would’ve 
answered that four months 
ago,” Weisinger said. “But this 
summer, guys have realized 
we've got to work an awful lot 
harder.” 

Weisinger, a prep all- 
American at Uvalde, Texas, 
wants to be the example. 

Last year, he hoped to bat- 
tle for the starting spot. But a 
weightlifting accident just 
prior to the start of fall camp 
left him with a severely bro- 
ken right leg and dislocated 
ankle, and put him on the side- 
lines for the first five weeks. 
By then, third-year coach Rick 
Neuheisel was committed to 
fifth-year senior John Hessler 
and Weisinger was relegated 
to limited action, 

He came back with a ven- 


WEISINGER 


COLORADO BUFFALOES 
Entering the spotlight: QB Jeremy Weisinger 


Junior gears up for a fresh start 
as Buffaloes seek return to glory 


JOURNAL STAR LIBRARY 
Colorado Coach Rick Neuheisel and two of his players hang 
their heads after it became certain the Buffaloes would lose 
to Nebraska 27-24 in last year's game. 


gence in the spring, complet- 
ing 25 of 38 passes for 255 yards 
im scrimmages and showing 
the kind of burst he displayed 
when clocking a :04.27 40-yard 
dash time in 1996. 
“My concerns were just 
this new stuff that we 
have, the two-back stuff, and 
also getting relaxed because I 
haven't had much playing 
time,” said Weisinger, an elu- 
sive run-pass threat. 
Colorado spent much of its 
focus in spring practice run- 
ning two-back sets, hoping to 


add balance to what has been 
one of the nation’s premier 
passing attacks and keep its 
defense from playing so many 
minutes. Neuheisel was so 
impressed by the play of 
senior Marlon Barnes, junior 
Dwayne Cherrington: 
sophomore Damion Barton 
that he predicted the CU rush- 
ing attack will be its best since 
1994, when Rashaan Salaam 
won the Heisman Trophy. 
But Weisinger knows he'll 
still have to be an effective 
playmaker te get the Buffs on 


| 
G It was hard because 


we weren’t a had 
team. It wasn’t like 
we didn’t have any 
talent. It’s just for 
some reason things 
weren't going our 
way. 
— Colorado quarterback 
Jeremy Weisinger 


the right track. 

“I guess you could say I 
made my decision objectively 
rather than emotionally,” 
Weisinger said, describing 


_ how he ended up at Colorado 


instead of one of the tradition- 
al powers in Texas. “At the 
time, and I still do now, I feel 
Neuheisel and this offense is 
awesome.” 

Weisinger said he began 
showing consistency with all 
of the above toward the end of 
last season. But he would have 
had to been extraordinary to 
turn the Buffs’ season around. 

“It was hard because we 
weren't a bad team,” he said, 
noting a season-ending, three- 
point loss to eventual co- 
national champion Nebraska. 
“It wasn’t like we didn’t have 
any talent. It’s just for some 
reason things weren't going 
our way.” 

Weisinger has other plans 
for 1998. But should he falter, 
sophomore Adam Bledsoe and 
junior Mike Moschetti stand in 
the wings. Bledsoe is much 
like his older brother Drew of 
the New England Patriots — 
from the dropback style mold. 
Junior college transfer 
Moschetti is an all-around ath- 
lete. He played three years of 
professional baseball in the 
Oakland A’s farm system. 

Weisinger, however, could 
secure his fate in Colorado's 


And right now, that’s the 
only game that has his atten- 
tion. 


“Right now, the team to beat 
is Colorado State,” he said, 
refusing to speculate on who 


—) 


Coach: Rick Neuheisel 
(25-10 in 3 years) 
1997 record 
5-6. Big 12 North: 3-5, tied for 
4th. 


Date with the Huskers 
Nov. 27 at Memorial Stadium. 


Starters returning 

Offense (4): Darrin 
Chiaverini, WR, 6-2/205, Sr.; 
Ryan Johanningmeier, T, 6- 
7/285, Jr; Adam Reed, C, 6- 
2/290, Sr.; Marcus Stiggers, 
WR, 5-7/180, Jr. 

Defense (5): Terrell Cade, 
LB (moved from E), 6-4/245, 
Sr; Hannibal Navies, OLB, 
6-3/245, Sr.; Marcus 
Washington, CB, 6-3/210, Sr.; 
Damen Wheeler, CB, 5- 
10/175, Jr.; Nick Ziegler, E, 
6-5/245, Sr. 

Kickers (2): Jeremy 
Aldrich, K, 5-11/170, Jr.; Nick 
Pietsch, P, 6-0/170, Soph. 


Other key returnees 
Offense: Marlon Barnes, 
TB, 5-11, 210, Sr.; Brad 
Bedell, G, 6-5/295, Jr. (RS); 
Adam Bledsoe, QB, 6-4/230, 
Soph.; Dwayne Cherrington, 
TB, 5-10/195, Jr.; Shane 
Cook, T, 6-7/300, Jr.: Javon 
Green, WR, 6-2/195, Soph.; 
Brody Heffner, TE, 6-5/245, 
dr; Eric McCready, WR, 6- 
4/200, Soph.; Chris Morgan, 
G, 6-3/300, Jr.; Robert Toler, 
WA, 6-0/2085, Jr.; Jeremy 
Weisinger, OB, 6-2/215, Jr. 
Defense: Rashidi Barnes, 
FS, 6-0/195, Jr.; Ty Gregorak, 
ILB, 6-3/250, Soph.; Sean 
Jame, T, 6-6/290, Soph. (RS); 
Fred Jones, E, 6-3/250, Jr.; 
Ben Kelly, CB, 5-10/175, 
Soph.; lan Loper, £, 6-4/240, 
Soph.; Aaron Marshall, NT, 6- 
4/290, Sr.; Brady McDonnell, 
E, 6-4/265, Soph.; John 
Sanders, SS, 5-10/180, 
Soph.; Brandon Southward, 
OLB, 6-4/240, Sr; Jesse 
Warren, NT, 6-4/265, Jr. 


Top newcomers 

Offense: David Andrews, 
FB, 6-3/240, Fr. (RS); Damion 
Barton, TB, 5-11/180, Soph.; 
Cedric Cormier, WR, 5- 
11/185, Fr. (RAS); Daniel 
Graham, 


DT, 6-3/290, Fr. 7): Albus. 
Brooks, SS, 6-0/200, Fr. (RS); 
Brenton Galas, OLB, 6-2/220, 


Wood, CB, 5-10/180, Fr. (RS); 
oe Warght, CB, 6-0/175, Fr. 


Smile. Fast, reliable 
Navix: Internet Service is 
free for 30 days with no — 
activation fee. 


Happy news. Subscribe to Navix, the fast, Navix Internet Service is only $17.50 
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Help Desk that’s open from 8am to midnight, Net without tying up your phone. 
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Never before have more 
Nebraska fans cared less about 
longtime rival Oklahoma. 

Or for that matter, Baylor 
and Texas Tech. 

Because of the Big 12 
Conference scheduling format, 
the only way the Cornhuskers 
could play any of those three 
South Division schools the next 
two years would be in the con- 
ference championship game. 
Suffice it to say, nobody is on 
record predicting that will hap- 
pen this season.” 

While Nebraska was the 
choice to win the North Division 
in a preseason poll of media who 
cover the Big 12, Texas Tech, 
Oklahoma and Baylor were 
picked 4-5-6, respectively, in the 
South. 

But for you scoreboard 
watchers out there, here’s a 
quick look at the the supposed 
doormats of the South. Who 
knows? Maybe John Blake will 
finally get things rolling in 
Norman, Okla, and _ the 
Cornhuskers and Sooners can 
meet up in St. Louis to keep 
alive a series that has been con- 
tinuous since 1928 and has fea- 
tured some of the most memo- 


._table games of the last 30 years. 


TEXAS TECH 

If there’s such a thing as feel- 
ing relief over being placed on 
NCAA probation, the Red 
Raiders feel it. 

In early August, Tech 
received a four-year penalty 
from the sanctioning body for 
allowing ineligible athletes in 
eight sports to compete from 
1990-97. But the Red Raiders will 
be eligible for TV and bowl 
appearances. 

“The great thing about this is 
the cloud and all the uncertainty 
is removed from the program,” 
said veteran Coach Spike 
Dykes. “We had recruits tell us 
they have been told they would 
never have a chance to play ina 
bowl game.” 

Tech’s 6-5 record in 1997 
would have qualified it for a 
fifth straight bowl appearance 
had the school not imposed a 
penalty upon itself while waiting 
for the NCAA ruling. 

“It was a medium-rare sea- 
son. You're glad when it’s over 
with,” said Dykes, obviously 
excited that the slate has been 
wiped clean. 

Dykes will have to break ina 
quarterback for the first time in 
four seasons, but the timing 
couldn’t be better. 

None of Tech’s first five 
opponents this season (Texas-El 
Paso, North Texas, Fresno 
State, Iowa State and Baylor) 
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THE BIG 12 


THE REST OF THE LEAGUE 


Texas Tech, Oklahoma and Baylor 


South’s least-favored teams not on NU schedule 
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TEXAS TECH 


Coach: Spike Dykes 
(69-57-1 in 11 years) 


1997 record 
6-5, Big 12 South, 5-3, tie 2nd 


Starters returning 

Offense (6): Justin 
Collingsworth, OT, 6-5/290, 
Sr.; Jonathan Gray, OT, 6- 
5/363, Soph.; Donnie Hart, 
WR, 6-1/200, Sr.; Jonathan 
Hawkins, FB, 5-11/220, 
Soph.; Ricky Williams, TB, 5- 
7/190, Soph.; Tim Winn, TE, 
6-4/250, Jr. 

Defense (5): Ty Ardoin, 
OLB, 6-0/200, Sr.; Darwin 


Brown, CB, 5-11/175, Sr; 
Kevin McCullar, OLB, 6-3/250, 
Jr.; Montae Reagor, DE, 6- 
4/254, Sr.; Taurus Rucker, DE, 
6-0/250, Jr. 

Kickers (1): Brian 
Roberson, P, 6-2/190, Jr. 


Other key returnees 

Offense: Kyle Allamon, 
TE, 6-3/250, Jr. (RS); Tim 
Baker, WR, 6-5/194, Soph; 
Eric Carruth, G, 6-4/295, Sr.; 
James Easterling, TB, 5- 
10/197, Soph.; Jaret Greaser, 
PK, 6-0/180, Sr.; Robert 
Haddon, 6-3/288, Jr.; Curtis 
Lowery, G, 6-4/320, Jr.; Rob 
Peters, QB, 6-3/236, Jr. 

Defense: Keith Cockrum, 
SS, 6-2/210, Jr.; Tim Duffie, 
OLB, 5-11/203, Jr.; Brian 
Giddens, CB, 5-11/190, Jr.; 
Anthony Malbrough, CB 
(moved from TB), 5-10/195, Jr.; 
Cody Patton, NT, 6-6/310, Jr.; 
Terry Patton, NT, 6-2/301, Jr.; 
Kyle Shipley, LB, 6-2/230, Jr. 


had winning records in 1997. And 
who knows what might happen 
should the Red Raiders get out 
of the gate quickly. 

“The worst thing you can do 
is sit around the surnmer and 
pick out your victories,” Dykes 
said. “We still open up at UTEP. 
They're not just exactly giant 
killers, but we’re not just exact- 
ly giants, either. 

“And then we play North 
Texas. You know, they’re not 
very good — unless you went to 
the game last year when we 
played them and they beat us 
like a borrowed mule (30-27),” 
Dykes said. 

All eyes will be on junior 
quarterback Rob Peters, who 
takes over for four-year starter 
Zebbie Lethridge. Peters has 
played flanker, fullback, tight 
end, quarterback, holder, punter 
and special teams. 


® 


OKLAHOMA 


Coach: John Blake 
(7-16 in 2 years) 


1997 record 
4-8, Big 12 South: 2-6, tie 4th 


Starters returning 

Offense (5): Jermaine 
Fazande, FB, 6-0/248, Sr.; 
Jarrail Jackson, WR, 5-8/187, 
Jr.; Scott Kempenich, T, 6- 
6/322, Soph; Tim Macias, G 
(moved from C), 6-2/266, Sr.; 
De'Mond Parker, TB, 5-10, 
183, Jr. 

Defense (8): Dale Allen, 
OLB, 6-2/233, Sr.; Cornelius 
Burton, DT (moved from DE), 
6-5, 276, Jr.; Corey Callens, 
DE, 6-3/264, Soph.; Kelly 
Gregg, DT, 6-0/280, Sr.; 
Corey Ivy, CB, 5-10/187, Sr.; 
Gana Joseph, FS, 6-0/211, 
Sr.; Terry White, FS, 5-10/195, 
Sr.; Mike Woods, CB, 5- 
11/178, Jr. 


Other key returnees 

Offense: Matt Anderson, 
TE, 6-3/250, Jr; Chris 
Blocker, WR, 6-1/218, Sr; 
Brandon Daniels, QB, 5- 
10/222, Jr.; Jeff Ferguson, K, 
6-0/160, Soph.; Jason 
Freeman, TE, 6-3/240, Sr; 
Eric Moore, WR (moved from 
QB), 6-0/188, Sr.; Jay Smith, 
G, 6-3/296, Sr.; Gerald 
Williams, WR, 6-3/186, Sr. 

Defense: Sedric Jones, 
OLB, 6-2/248, Jr.; Brandon 
Moore, LB, 6-2/222, Soph.; 
Rodney Rideau, FS, 5- 
10/189, Jr.; Cedric Stephens, 
CB, 5-9/184, Sr.; Pee Wee 
Woods, CB, 5-8/180, Jr. 


OKLAHOMA 

Sooners fans are starting to 
get impatient waiting for Blake 
to return the program to its 
glory days. The Sooners have 
gone 3-8 and 4-8 in his first two 
seasons at the helm, but Blake 
sounds like it was all a part of 
the plan. 

“This year we're going to see 
a major improvement in our 
team,” he said. “Oklahoma is 
ready to turn the corner and do 
some things that we have gotten 
to do in the past. I feel: we have 
the coaches and players that 
can go out and execute the 
things needed to win.” 

Blake, a former Dallas 
Cowboys assistant and OU play- 
er under legendary Coach Barry 
Switzer, claims he feels no 
urgency to win. But he 
revamped his coaching staff 
after last season, changed to an 


BAYLOR 


Coach: Dave Roberts 
(2-9 in 1 year) 


1997 record 
2-9, Big 12 South: 1-7, 6th 


Starters returning 

Offense (6): Mofris 
Anderson, WR, 6-1/191, Sr; 
Derrick Fletcher, OT, 6-6/350, 
Sr.; Kevin Garmon, OT 
(moved from OG), 6-2/298, 
Sr.; Derek Lagway, FB, 6- 
1/224, Soph.; Toby Summers, 
C, 6-2/255, Jr.; Derrius 
Thompson, WR, 6-2/210, Sr. 

Defense (7): Nikia Codie, 
SS (moved from FS), 6-3/207, 
Sr.; Charles Foster, DE, 6- 
1/238, Jr.; Jason Jackson, 
OLB, 6-0/216, Jr.; Dwight 
Johnson, DT, 6-4/271, Jr; Kris 
Micheaux, MLB, 6-1/233, 
Soph.; Robert Neal, CB, 5- 
9/197, Jr.; Rodney Smith, SS, 
6-0/223, Jr. 

Kickers (2): Kyle 
Atteberrry, P, 6-0/175, Jr.; Matt 
Bryant, K, 5-9/790, Jr. 


Other key returnees 

Offense: Jermaine Alfred, 
QB, 6-1/216, Jr.; Darrell Bush, 
TB, 5-8/186, Soph.; Robert 
Jackson, FB, 5-10/254, Jr.; 
Odell James, QB, 6-3/217, 
Soph.; Chris Sampy, C, 6- 
1/270, Sr.; Garner Simpkins, 
WR, 5-9/177, Jr. 

Defense: James Calvin, 
DT, 6-1/275, Jr.; LeTroy 
Hamilton, NT, 6-0/260, Sr.; 
Kenyada Parker, FS, 6-2/208, 
Sr.; Clifton Rubin, DE, 6- 
0/224, Sr.; Justin Snow, DE, 
6-3/230; Jr. 


option offense with an attacking 
defense and even assumed the 
defensive line coaching duties. 

“I have always believed in 
option football,” said Blake, who 
is counting on tailback De’Mond 
Parker and quarterback 
Brandon Daniels to put the 
explosiveness back in OU’s 
offense. “It gives a young quar- 
terback the chance to play early 
and lets young linemen do things 
that won't take so much time to 
do.” 

Daniels, who quarterbacked 
his high school team to three 
state championships, began his 
college career at receiver and 
then moved to the defensive sec- 
ondary before playing the final 
five games of last year at quar- 
terback. 

Understandably, he had lim- 
ited success. But with much 
more to draw from the playbook 


this spring, Daniels rushed for 
497 yards on 31 carries in four 
scrimmages, 

Parker was among those 
being mentioned for the 
Heisman Trophy until suffering 
a stomach injury in the eighth 
game. 

Defensively, the Sooners 
have turned to a more aggres- 
sive style after giving up at least 
20 points in 11 of 12 games last 
year. 

“We will have many varia- 
tions of our defense,” Blake said. 
“We may line up the same way, 
but not always do the same 
things on every play.” 


YLOR 

Bears fans would faint if 
Coach Dave Roberts took his 
second Baylor team to a bowl 
And realistically, the former 
Notre Dame assistant just 
hopes his club survives a four- 
game stretch in October and 
early November that includes 
Texas A&M, Texas, Notre Dame 
and Kansas State. 

“What we're trying todo is be 
competitive,” said Roberts, who 
figures his team has the tough- 
est schedule of any league mem- 
ber. “When we do become com- 
petitive, we won't be in awe. 

“We'll be better, Will it show 
in the field? Maybe not. The 
schedule is difficult (but) it’s 
what we need to'do at this time. 
It prepares players.” 

Baylor also has a new grass 
field, so if the Bears turn out to 
be as bad defensively as they 
were last year (11th in the Big 12 
and 99th nationally), at least 
they won't have to worry about 
repairing rug burns. 

Seriously, six junior college 
transfers should help shore up a 
defensive line that was under- 
sized and short on depth in 1997. 

Offensively, Baylor appears 
to have plenty of big-play 
weaponry. 

The Bears will have an all- 
sophomore backfield with full- 
back Derek Lagway, tailback 
Darrell Buck and quarterback 
Odell James. 

Buck didn’t play until the 
fourth game of last season and 
still gained more than 600 yards 
to establish the Baylor fresh- 
man record set by Walter 
Abercrombie, who went on to 
have an eight-year NFL career. 
James, of course, is the heralded 
prep All-American that turned 
down Nebraska and _ has 
emerged after early grade prob- 
lems and énjuries. 

“He's increased his leader- 
ship, made a lot of progress,” 
Dave Roberts said of James. 
“He'll make mistakes, but he'll 
make plays. We want to show- 
case his ability.” 
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JON 


AIR FORCE 
5 Wake Forest, noon. 
12 at UNLV, 9 p.m. 
17 ‘Colorado State, 7 p.m. 
6 at Texas Christian, 6 p.m. 
3 New Mexico, + pim. 
10 Navy, 1 pim: 4 
at Tulsa, 2 p.m. 
31 Southern Methodist, 1 p.m. 
7 at\Army, 17 a.m: 
1 


& 


5 Marshall,.6 pum. 
72. at Temple, 3 p.m. 
26 Ball State, 6 p.m. 
O3 al Pittsburgh, 2:30 p.m, 
010 at'\Kent, 11 am. 
017 at Ohio, 11 am. 
© 24 Toledo, 14 a.m. 
©31 at Central Michigan, noon. 
N7_ al Bowling Green, 11. a.m. 
N14 East. Michigan, 12:30 p.m. 
N21 Miami, Ohio, 12:30 p.m. 
ALABAMA 
S5 Brigham Young, 6 p.m. 
$12 Vanderbilt, TEA 5 
S 26 al Arkansas, 6\p.m. 
OS Florida, 2 p.m: 
©10 Mississippi, TRA 
O17 East Carolina, 1:30 p.m. 
O24 at Tennessee, 2:30 p.m. 
0.91 Southern Mississippi TBA 
N7_ at Louisiana St., 2:30 p.m. 
N 14 at Mississippi St., 1:30 p.m: 
N21 Auburn, 6:90 p.m. 
ALABAMA-BIRMINGHAM 
$5 at Nebraska, 12:30 p.m. 
S 19 Tennessee Tech, 6 p.m. 
S 26 Kansas, 6 p.m: 
©O3 SW Louisiana, 6 p.m. 
©10 at East Garolina, 2:30 p.m. 
Q17 at Louisiana Tech, 6 p.m. 
© 24 Virginia Tech, 6 p.m. 
© 31 at NE Louisiana, 7 p.m. 
N7_ at Tennessee, 3pm. 
N14 Middle Tennessee, 1 p.m, 
N21 Tennessee-Martin, 1 p.m. 


DARN ZZZOOOOMHMH 
R 


S fat Hawaii, 10pm, 

$12 at Stanford, 2:30 pm. 

S 19 lowa, 9pm. 

S 24 at San Diago State, 7 p.m. 

OS at Washington, 9:15.p.m. 

Q10 UCLA, 8 p.m, 

017 at Oragon State, 3 p.m. 

© 24 NE Louisiana, 8 p.m. 

O31 Oregon, & p.m. 

N-7 Washington State, 8 p.m. 

N 14 at California, 2:30 p.m. 

N 27 Arizona Stale, 5:30 p,m. 
ARIZONA STATE 

$5 Washington, 9 p.m. 

$ 12 at Brigham Young, 8 p.m. 


PHILLIPS 


=NO FRILLS™ 


SUPERMARKETS 


S 19 North Texas, 9 p.m. 


© 22 Stanford. 9:\p.m. 
© 37 at Washington State, TBA 


pm. 

Q3 Kentucky, 6 p.m. 

010 at Memphis, 2:30 p.m. 

Q 17 at South Carolina, noon. 

O31 at Auburn, 1 p.m. 

N7_ Mississippi, 1 p.m. 

N14 at Tennessee, noon. 

N21 at Mississippi St., 1:30 p.m. 

N 27 Louisiana State, 1:30 p.m- 
ARKANSAS STATE 

$5 at Minnesota, 1:30 p.m. 

$12 at Louisiana State, 7 p.m. 

19 Southwest Missouri, 1 p.m. 

i, midnight. 

New Mexico State, 1 p.m. 

10 Idaho, 1 p.m. 

17 at SW Louisiana, 4 p.m, 

24 at Mississippi, 1 p.m. 

31 at Memphis, 1 p.m, 

7 Louisiana Tech, 7 p.m. 

14 NE Louisiana, 1 p.m. 

21° Cincinnati, 1 p.m. 

ARMY 


an 
—s 
~ 
= 
: 


2000900 


12 Miami, Ohio, noon. 
19 Gincinnati, 11 a.m. 
26 at Rutgers, 5 p.m. 
3 at East Carolina, 2:30 p.m. 
10 at Houston, 2:30 p.m. 
17 Southern Mississippi, noon. 
24 at Notre Dame, 1:30 p.m. 
7 Air Force, 11 aim, 
14 Tulane, noon, 
21 at Louisville, 1 p.m. 
5 Navy, 11 a.m. 
AUBURN 
S$ 3 Virginia, 7 p.m. 
S$ 12 at Mississippi, 6 p.m. 
S 19 Louisiana State, 4 p.m. 
©3 Tennessee, 1 p.m. 
010 at Mississippi State, 6 p.m. 
O17 at Florida, 2:30 p.m. 
© 24 Louisiana Tech, 1 p,m. 
© 31 Arkansas, 1 p.m. 
N7 Central Florida, 1 p.m. 
N14 Georgia, 1 p.m. 
N21 at Alabama, 6:30 p.m. 
BALL STATE 
$5 at South Carolina, 7 p.m. 
$12 Eastern Michigan, 1 p.m, 
S 19 at lowa State, 1 p.m. 
S$ 26. at Akron, 6 p.m. 
©O3 Northern Illinois, 1 p.m. 
010 at Toledo, 11 a.m. 


OZZZ0000MHN ze 


$12 at Oregon State, 3 p.m, 


S 19 N. Carolina St, 11:30am. 


O3 at Texas Tech, 6 p.m. 
010 Kansas, 6 p.m. 
017 Texas A&M, 6 p.m, 
S 24 at Texas, TBA 


14 Oklahoma, 1 p.m. 

21 at Oklahoma State, 3 p.m. 
BOISE STATE 

5 Cal State-Northridge, 8 p.m. 

12 Washington State, & p.m. 

19 Portland State, 8 p.m. 

26 at Utah. 8 p.m. 

at Louisiana Tech, 3 p.m. 

10 North Texas, 8 p.m. 

17 Weber State, 8 p.m. 

24 Utah State, 8 p.m. 

1 at Nevada, 3 p.m. 


1. Idaho, 2pm. 
BOSTON COLLEGE 
$5 at Georgia Tech, 2:30 p.m. 
$12 Rutgers, 11 a.m. 

S 19 Temple, 11.a.m. 

S 26 at Louisville, 1 p.m. 
O8 Virginia Tech, 7 p.m. 
QO 17 Syracuse, 2:30 p.m. 
O24 Navy, 11am. 

O 31 at Miami, TBA 
N7 Notre Dame, 11 a.m. 
N14 at Pittsburgh, 2:30 p.m. 

N21 at West Virginia, 11 a.m. 

BOWLING GREEN 

$5 at Missouri, 6:30 p.m. 

$ 12 at Penn State, noon. 

S 26 Central Florida, 11 a.m. 

O03 Ohio, 11am. 

Q10 at Miami, Ohio, 1 p.m. 

O17 at Toledo, 6 p.m. 

024 Kent, 11a.m. 

O 31 Marshall, 11 a.m. 

N7 Akron, 11 a.m. 

N14 at Western Michigan, noon. 

N21 at N. iinois, 12:30 p.m. 

BRIGHAM YOUNG 
$5 at Alabama, 6p.m. 

$ 12 Arizona State, 8 p.m. 

S 19° at Washington, 2:30 p.m. 
S 26 Murray State, 1 p.m. 
O3 atFresno State, 9 p.m. 
010 SI ate 
0.17 at Hawaii, midnight. 
024 San Jose State, 1 p.m. 
O 29 San Diego State, 7 p.m. 
N7 New Mexico, 1 p.m. 

N14 at Texas-El Paso, 4 p.m. 


Stop in any branch to win 
tickets fo the game, 


WE SUY THE BEST... AND SELL FOR LESS! 


Nebraska: 


BOOSTERS 


3 
7 at New Mexico State, 7 p.m. 
2 
5 


N21 at Utah, 12:30 p.m. 
CALIFORNIA 

§5 Houston, 2:30 p.m. 

$12 Nebraska, 6 p.m. 

S 19 at Oklahoma, 6 p.m. 

S 26 Washington State, 6 p.m. 

010 at So. California, TBA 

017 atWashington, 5:30 p.m. 

024 UCLA, 2:30 p.m. 

O 31 at Oregon State, 3 p.m. 

N7 at Arizona State, 8 p.m. 

N14 Arizona, 2:30 p.m. 

N21. Stanford, 2:30 p.m. 
CENTRAL FLORIDA 

$5 at Louisiana Tech, 6 p.m. 

$12 Eastern lilinois, 5 p.m. 

S 19 at Purdue, 11 am. 

S$ 26 at Bowling Green, 11 a.m. 

O3 at Toledo, 6 p.m. 

010: Northern Illinois, 5 p.m. 

024 at SW Louisiana, 7 p.m. 

Q31 Youngstown State, 5 p.m. 

N7_ at Auburn, 1 p.m. 

N14 Ball State, 3 p.m. 

N21 New Mexico, noon. 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN 

$5 at lowa, 1 p.m. 

S 12 Western lilinois, noon. 

$ 26 Kent, noon. 

O3 at Michigan State, noon. 


010 at Eastern Michigan, 5 p.m. 


017 at Northern Illinois, 11 a.m. 


024 Western Michigan, 11 a.m. 


031 Akron, noon. 

N7_ at Marshall, noon. 

N 14. at Toledo, 1 p.m. 

N21 Ball State, noon. 
CINCINNATI 

$5 Tulane, 6 p.m. 

$ 12 Miami, 2:30 p.m. 

S 19 at Army, 11 a.m. 

S 26 Indiana, 6 p.m. 

O3 at Louisville, 1 p.m. 

010 at Syracuse, 4:30 p.m. 

O17 at Memphis, 6 p.m. 

024 Miami, Ohio, 1 p.m. 

N7_ East Carolina, 2:30 p.m. 

N14 Houston, 2:30 p.m. 

N21 at Arkansas State, 1 p.m. 
CLEMSON 

$5 Furman, noon. 

$ 12 Virginia Tech, noon. 

S 19 at Virginia, 2:30 p.m. 

S 26 Wake Forest, 11 a.m. 

O3 at North Carolina, TBA 

010 Maryland, TBA 

017 at Florida State, TBA 

©24 at Duke, TBA 

031 North Carolina State, TBA 

N 12 Georgia Tech, 7 p.m. 

N21 South Carolina, TBA 
COLORADO 

$5 Colorado State, 9 p.m. 

$12 Fresno State, TBA 


Promoting a great place to work, play, and stay, 


AIM 


" (www.nebraska org) 


Columbus 
Economic 
Council 


A Division 


19 Utah State, TBA 
26 Baylor, TBA 
3 at Oklahoma, 6 p.m. 
10 Kansas State, TB. 
17 Texas Tech, TBA 
24 at Kansas, 1 p.m. 
at Missouri, 1 p.m. 
14 lowa State, TBA 
at Nebraska, 1:30 p.m. 
COLORADO STATE 
29 at Michigan State, 3 p.m. 
5 Colorado, 9 p.m. 
12 at Nevada, 3 p.m. 
17 at Air Force, 7 p.m. 
26 UNLV, 2:30 p.m. 
3_ at Texas-El Paso, 7:30 p.m. 
10 Tulsa, 2:30 p.m. 
17 at New Mexico St., 8 p.m. 
24 Texas Christian, 1 p.m. 
31 at Rice, 2 p.m. 
7 Wyoming, 1 p.m. 
14 atSo, Methodist, 2 p.m. 
KE 


SCO0ONH 


5 Western Carolina, 6 p.m. 
12 at Northwestern, TBA 
19 at Florida State, 6 p.m. 
26 Virginia, 11 a.m. 
3 at Georgia Tech, TBA 
10 at Wake Forest, TBA 
17 at North Carolina St., TBA 
24 Clemson, TBA 
31 at Vanderbilt, 1 p.m. 
14 Maryland, TBA 
21 North Carolina, TBA 
EAST CAROLINA 
5 at Virginia Tech, 3 p.m. 
12 Tenn.-Chattanooga, 3 p.m. 
19 at Ohio, 11 a.m. 
3 Army, 2:30 p.m. 
10 Ala.-Birmingham, 2:30 p.m. 
17 at Alabama, 1:30 p.m. 
24 atSo. Mississippi 5 p.m. 
31 Houston, 2:30 p.m. 
7 at Cincinnati, 2:30 p.m. 
14 Louisville, 1 p.m. 
21 at Memphis, 1 p.m. 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 
3 Northern lowa, 5 p.m. 
12 at Ball State, 1 p.m. 
S 19 at Michigan, 11 a.m. 
S 26 Marshall, 11 a.m. 
O3 atKent, 5p.m. 
010 Cent.Michigan, 5 p.m. 
O 17 at Western Michigan, noon. 
024 Northern Iilinois, 5 p.m. 
N7_ at Ohio, TBA 
N14. at Akron, 12:30 p,m. 
N21 Toledo, noon. 
FLORIDA 
$5 Citadel, 5 p.m. 
S$ 12 Northeast Louisiana, 5 p.m. 
S 19 at Tennessee, 7 p.m. 
S 26 Kentucky, noon. 
O3- at Alabama, 2 p.m. 
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iRichraskea vs. Louisiana Tech | 
Saturday, August 29, 1998 


Memorial Stadium 


of the Columbus Aroa 
ChamberofCommerce 


MIUDWEST EXPRESS AIRLINES 
The best care in lhe air? 


010 Louisiana State, 6 p.m. 

017 Auburn, 2:30 p.m. 

O 31 Georgia, 2:30 p.m. 

N7_ at Vanderbilt, 1 p.m. 

N14 South Carolina, noon, 

N21 at Florida State, 2:30 p.m, 
FLORIDA STATE 

A 31 Texas A&M, 7 p.m. 

§ 12 at N. Carolina St. 2:30/p.m. 

S 19 Duke, 6 p.m. 

S 26 So. California, 2:30 p.m. 

O3 at Maryland, TBA 

010 at Miami, 2:30 p.m. 

017 Clemson, TBA 

024 at Georgia Tech, 6 p.m. 

031 North Carolina, 6:30 p.m. 

N7 Virginia, TBA 

N14 at Wake Forest, TBA 

N21 Florida, 2:30 p.m. 
FRESNO STATE 

S 12 at Colorado, TBA 

S 19 at Texas Tech, 6 p.m. 

S 26 Nevada, 9 p.m. 

O3 Brigham Young, 9 p.m. 

010 at Texas Christian, 6 p.m. 

017 at Utah, 2 p.m. 

024 Texas-El Paso, 9 p.m. 

O 31 at New Mexico, 2 p.m: 

N7_ at San Diego State, 6 p.m. 

N14 Hawaii, 3 p.m. 

N21 San Jose State, 3 p.m. 

GEORGIA 

$5 Kent, 4 p.m. 

$ 12 at South Carolina, 5 p.m. 

S 19 Wyoming, noon. 

O3 atLouisiana State, 7 p.m. 

© 10 Tennessee, 2:30 p.m. 

017 Vanderbilt, noon. 

024 at Kentucky, 6 p.m. 

O 31 at Florida, 2:30 p.m. 

N14 at Auburn, 1 p.m. 

N21 Mississippi, TBA 

N 28 Georgia Tech, TBA 
GEORGIA TECH 

$5 Boston College, 2:30 p.m. 

$ 12 New Mexico State, 6 p.m. 


S 26 at'North Carolina, 6:30 p.m. 


O03. Duke, TBA 

©10 atN. Carolina State, TBA 

017 Virginia, TBA 

024 Florida State, 6 p.m. 

O 31 at Maryland, TBA 

N 12 at Clemson, 7 p.m. 

N21 Wake Forest, TBA 

N 28 at Georgia, TBA 
HAWAII 

S 3 Arizona, 10 p.m. 

S$ 19 at Utah, 8 p.m. 

S 26 Arkansas State, midnight. 

O3 So. Methodist, midnight. 


010 at San Diego State, 8 p.m. 


017 Brigham Young, midnight. 
024 New Mexico, midnight. 
© 31 at Texas-El Paso, 4 p.m. 


N7_ San Jose State, 11:05 p.m, 
N14 at Fresno State, 3 p.m. 
N21 Northwestern, 11:05 p.m. 
N 28 Michigan, 11:05 p.m. 
OUSTON 
$5 at California, 2:30 p.m. 
$12 Minnesota, 7 p.m. 
S 19 UCLA, 2:30 p.m. 
S 26 at Tennessee, 6 p.m. 
O3 Memphis, 7 p.m. 
010 Army, 2:30 p.m. 
024 at North Texas, 6:30 p.m. 
O 31 at East Carolina, 2:30 p.m. 
N7_ So. Mississippi 2:30 p.m. 
N 14 _ at Cincinnati, 2:30 p.m. 
N21 at Tulane, 5p.m. 
IDAHO 
$5 Eastern Washington, 5 p.m. 
S 12 at San Jose State, 8 p.m. 
S 19 at Washington St., 4 p.m. 
S$ 26 at Louisiana State, 7 p,m. 
O3. Idaho State, 5 p.m. 
©10 at Arkansas State, 1 p.m. 
017 at Utah State, 2 p.m. 
024 Nevada, 5 p.m. 
O 31 at North Texas, 6:30 p.m. 
N14 New Mexico State, 5 p.m. 
N21 at Boise State, 2 p.m. 
ILLINOIS 
$5 at Washington St., 5:30 p.m. 
S$ 12 Middle Tennéssee, 6 p.m. 
$ 19 Louisville, 11 a.m. 
S 26 lowa, 11 a.m. 
O3_ at Northwestern, 11:30 p.m. 
010 Ohio State, TBA 
017 Wisconsin, TBA 
024 at Purdue, TBA 
O 31 at Penn State, 2:30 p.m. 
N7_ Indiana, noon. 
N 21. at Michigan State, TBA 
INDIANA 
S$ 12 Western Michigan, 6 p.m. 
S 19 at Kentucky, 12:30 p.m. 
S$ 26 at Cincinnati, 6 p.m. 
O03 Wisconsin, 1 p.m. 
010 at Michigan State, 1 p.m. 
017 lowa, 1 p.m. 
0 24 at Michigan, 1 p.m. 
O 31 Ohio State, noon. 
N7_ atiilinois, noon. 
N14 Minnesota, noon. 
N21 at Purdue, noon, 


$5 Central Michigan, 1 p.m, 
S 12 lowa State, 11 a.m. 

S 19 at Arizona, 9 p.m. 

S 26 at Illinois, 11 a.m. 

O3 Michigan, 1 p.m. 

010 Northwestern, 1 p.m. 
017 at Indiana, 1 p.m. 

© 24 Wisconsin, 1 p.m. 

0 31 at Purdue, 11 a.m, 
N14 Ohio State, 1 p.m. 
N21. at Minnesota, 1:30 p.m, 


Gz Oldsmobile, 
Metro Oldsmobile Dealers 


WITTNAUER 
Ss wits §& VV 8 i) 


Grand 


Island 
Nebraska 
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Fine Jewelry....of Course!’ 


CONOMIC 


"HASTINGS E 
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
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1OWA STATE 
§ 5 Texas Christian, noon. 
S 12 al lowa, 11 a.m. 
S 19 Ball State, 1 p.m. 
S 26 Texas Tech, 1 p.m. 
O3. at Texas, TBA 
010 Missouri, Jom 
OQ 24 at Kansas State, 1 p.m. 
O 31 at Oklahoma, 1 p.m, 
N7 Nebraska, 1 p.m. 
N 14. at Colorado, TBA 
N21 Kansas, 1 pm. 
KANSA 

$5 Oklahoma State, 2:30 p.m, 
S$ 12 at Missouri, 2:30 p,m. 
S 19 Illinois State, 6:30 p.m. 
S 26 at Ala.-Birmingham, 6 p.m. 
O3 Texas A&M, 1 p.m. 
010 at Baylor, 6 p.m. 
017 at Nebraska, 12:30 p.m. 
024 Colorado, 1 p.m, 
Q 31 Kansas State, 1 p.m, 
N7 North Texas, 1 p.m. _ 
N21. at lowa State, 1 p.m. 

KANSAS STATE 
S5 Indiana State, 6 p.m. 


$.12 Northern Illinois, 11:30 a.m. 


S 19 Texas, 2:30 p.m. 


S 26 Northeast Louisiana, 1 p.m. 


010 at Colorado, TBA 

017 Oklahoma State, 1 p.m. 

0 24 lowa State, 1 p.m, 

© 31 at Kansas, 1 p.m. 

N7_ at Baylor, 1 p.m. 

N14 Nebraska, 1 p.m. 

N21 at Missouri, 1 p.m. 
KENT 


S5 at Georgia, 4 p.m. 

S$ 12 Youngstown State, 5 p.m. 

S:19 at Navy, 6 p.m. 

S 26 at Central Michigan, noon. 

O3 Eastern Michigan, 5 p.m. 

O10 Akron, 11 a.m. 

O17 at Marshall, 6 p.m. 

024 at Bowling Green, 11 a.m. 

O31 Western Michigan, 1 p.m. 

N 14 at Miami, Ohio, 1 p.m. 

N21. Ohio, 1 p.m. 
KENTUCKY 

$5 at Louisville, 2 p.m. 


$12 East. Kentucky, 12:30 p.m. 


S$ 19 Indiana, 12:30 p.m. 

S 26 at Florida, noon. 

O3 at Arkansas, 6 p.m. 

© 10 South Carolina, 6 p.m. 

017 at Louisiana State, 8 p.m. 

024 Georgia, 6 p.m. 

N7_ Mississippt St., 12:30 p,m, 

N 14 Vanderbilt, 12:30 p.m. 

N21 at Tennessee, TBA 
LOUISIANA STATE 

$12 Arkansas State, 7 p.m. 

S$ 19 at Auburn, 4 p.m, 

S 26 Idaho, 7 p.m. 


3 « Georgia, 7 p.m. 
10 at Florida, 6 p.m 


17 Kentucky, 8 p.m. 
24 Mississippi State, 7 p.m. 
31 at Mississippi, TBA 


7 Alabama, 2:30 p.m. 

21 at NotreDame, 12:30 p.m. 

27 at Arkansas, 1:30 p.m. 
LOUISIANA T! 

29 at Nebraska, 3 p.m. 

5 Central Florida, 6 p.m. 

12_ at Texas A&M, 7:30 p.m. 

19 SW Louisiana, 6 p.m. 

26 at Wyoming, 3 p.m. 

3. Boise State, I p.m. 

10 at NE Louisiana, 7 p.m. 

17 

4 


Ale Biorengyens, 6pm. 

24 at Auburn, 7 p.m. 

31 Nicholls State, 3 p.m. 

at Arkansas State, 1 p.m. 

at Tulane, 5 p.m. 
LOUISVILLE 

5 Kentucky, 2 p.m. 

12 at Utah, 8 p.m. 

19. at Illinois, 11 a.m. 

26 Boston Col., 1 p.m. 

3. Cincinnati, 1 p.m. 

10 at So. Mississippi, 5 p.m. 

17 at Tulane, 2:30 p.m. 

24 Memphis, 1 p.m. 

31 Western Kentucky, 1 p.m. 

14 at East Carolina, 1 p.m. 

21 Army, 1 p.m, 

ARSHALL 
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S 19 at South Carolina, 6 p.m. 
S 26 at East. Michigan, 11 a.m. 
O3 Miami, Ohio, 6 p.m, 

010 atOhio, 11am. 

017 Kent, 6 p.m. 

O24 Ball State, 11 a.m. 

O31 at Bowling Green, 11 a.m. 
N7_ Central Michigan, noon. 
N21 Wofford, noon. 


$5 James Madison, 5 p.m. 

$ 12 at Virginia, 11 a.m. 

S 19 at West Virginia, 5 p.m. 

S 26 Te . 5 p.m. 

O3 Florida State, TBA 

010 at Clemson, TBA 

017 Wake Forest, TBA 

031 Georgia Tech, TBA 

N7_ at North Carolina, TBA 

N14 at Duke, TBA 

N21 North Carolina State, TBA 
MEMPHIS 

S5_ at Mississippi, 11:30 a.m. 

S$ 12 Mississippi St, 11:30 a.m. 

S 19 at Minnesota, 6 p.m. 

O03 at Houston, 7 p.m. 

010 Arkansas, 2:30 p.m. 

017 Cincinnati, 6 p.m. 

0 24 at Louisville, 1 p.m. 


031 Arkansas State, 1 p.m. 

N7 Tulane, 1 p.m. 

N14. at So, Mississippi, 5 p.m. 

N21. East Carolina, 1 p.m- 
MIAMI 


S5 E. Tennessee St, 6:30 p.m. 
§ 12 at Cincinnati, 2:30 p.m. 

19 Virginia Tech, 7 p.m. 

26 UCLA, 11 a.m. 

3 at Rutgers, 11 a.m. 

10 Florida State, 2:30 p.m. 
24 at West Virginia, 2:30 p.m. 
31 Boston College, TBA 

14 at Temple, 3 p.m. 

19 Pittsburgh, 7 p.m. 
2 S 


at North Carolina, 5 p.m. 
at Army, noon. 

6 Toledo, 1 p.m. 
at Marshall, 6 p.m. 

0 Bowling Green, 1 p.m. 
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at Akron, 12:30 p.m. 
MICHIGAN 
at Notre Dame, 1:30 p.m. 
2 Syracuse, 2:30 p.m. 
19 Eastern Michigan, 11 am. 
26 Michigan State, 11 a.m. 
at lowa, 1 p.m. 
17 at Northwestern, 6 p.m. 
4 Indiana, 1 p.m. 


=O fmm 


oo 


2 
28 at Hawaii, 11:05 p.m. 
MICHIGAN STATE 


5 at , 2:30 p.m. 
1 


26 at Michigan, 11 a.m. 

3 Central Michigan, noon, 

10 Indiana, 1 p.m. 

24 at Minnesota, 2:30 p.m. 

31 Northwestern, TBA 

7 at Ohio State, TBA 

14 Purdue, TBA 

21 Illinois, TBA 

26 at Penn State, TBA 
MINNESOTA 

5. Arkansas State, 1:30 p.m. 

12 at Houston, 7 p.m. 

19 Memphis, 6 p.m. 

3 al Purdue, 1 p.m. 

10 Pann State, 1:30 p.m. 

O17 at Ohio State, 12:30 p.m. 

024 Michigan State, 2:30 p.m, 

031 Michigan, 1:30 p.m. 

N7_ at Wisconsin, 1 p.m. 

N14. at Indiana, noon. 
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CONNHM Z22zz0 


Lincoln’s Favorite Authentic Mexican 
Food & Drink For Over 40 Years! 


N21 fowa, 1:30 p.m. 
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at Arkansas, 1 p.m. 
at Georgia, TBA 

Mississippi State, 7 

ISSISSIPPI STA 

Vanderbilt, 5 p.m. 

at Memphis, 11:30 a.m. 

at Oklahoma State, 6 p.m. 
at South Carolina, 6 p.m. 


Auburn, 6 p.m. 
East Tenn. St., 12:30 p.m. 
at Louisiana State, 7 p.m. 
at Kentucky, 12°30 p.m. 
Alabama, 1:30 p.m. 
Arkansas, 1:30 p.m. 


Le 


Mn. 
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Bowling Green, 6:30 p.m: 
Kansas, 2:30 p.m. 
at Ohio State, 2:30 p.m. 
NW State, La., 1 p.m. 
at lowa State, 1 p.m. 
Oklahoma, 1 p.m. 
at Nebraska, 12:30 p.m. 
1 at Texas Tech, 1 p.m. 
Colorado, 1 p.m. 
4 at Texas A&M, 1 p.m. 
1 Kansas State, 1 p.m. 
NAVY 
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10 at Wake Forest, 7 p.m. 


O3 West Virginia, 11 a.m. 
O10 at Air Force, 1 p.m. 
017 Colgate, 11 a.m. 


O 24 at Boston College, 11 a.m. 


N7 Rutgers, 11 am. 

N 14 Notre Dame, 2:30 p.m. 

N 21 So. Methodist, 11 a.m, 

05 Army, 11 a.m. 

NEBRASKA 

A 29 Louisiana Tech, 3 p.m. 

$5 Ala.-Birmingham, 12:30 p.m. 

$12 at California, 6 p.m. 

S 26 Washi |, 2:30 p.m. 

O3 Okla. St. (at Kan. City), TBA 

O10 at Texas A&M, 1 p.m. 

017 Kansas, 12:30 p.m, 

0 24 Missouri, 12:30 p.m. 

O31 Texas, TBA 

N7_ at lowa State, 1 p.m. 

N14 at Kansas State, 1pm 

N 27 Colorado, 1:30 p.m. 
NEVADA 

$5 at Oregon State, 3 p.m. 


@ We're Coming Back Downtown... 


To The Haymarket! 


813 ‘Q’ Street 
475-TACO (8226) 


26 at Fresno State, 9 p.m. 
3 


at San Jose State, 8 pm. 
at Air Force, 1 p.m. 
Texas-El Paso, 7 p.m. 
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Utah, 2 p.m. 
at Central Florida, noon. 
NEW MEXICO STATE 
al Texas, 6 p.m. 
2 at Georgia Tech, 6 p.m. 
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at Arkansas State, 1 p.m. 
at Nevada, 3 p.m. 
Colorado State, 8 p.m. 

Utah State, 2:30 p.m. 


RaLvemos 
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o 


14 at Virginia, TBA 

21 at Duke, TBA 

28 North Carolina St. noon. 
ORTH CAROLINA STATE 
3. Ohio, 6:30 p.m. 

2 Florida State, 2:30 p.m, 

19 at Baylor, 11:30 a.m. 


5 at Oklahoma, 6 p.m. 

12 Texas Tech, 6:30 p.m. 

19 at Arizona State, 9 p.m. 
26 at Texas A&M, 7:30 p.m. 


010 at Boise State, 8 p.m. 
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ing Green, 12:30 p.m. 
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Pp. 
Stanford, 1:30 p.m. 
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at N. Carolina 'St., 6:30 p.m. 
2 at Wisconsin, 17.30 a.m. 
9 East Carolina, 11 a.m. 

6 at Western Michigan, TBA 
0 

7 


-- 


at West Virginia, 7 p.m 
12 Toledo, 11:30 a.m. 

S 19 Missouri, 2:30 p.m. 
O3 Penn State, 11 am. 
010 at Iitinois, TBA 

O17 Minnesota, 12:30 pan 
© 24 at Northwestern, TBA 


NH 2ZZZOQOCOVNNH 22225 


017 at Missoun, 1 p.m. 
© 24 at Oklahoma State, 6 am 
© 31 lowa State, 7 p.m 
N7_ at Texas A&M, 1 pn 
N14 at Baylor, 1 p.m. 
N21 Texas Tech, 1 p.m. 

OKLAHOMA STATE 
$5 at Kansas, 2:30 p.m. 
$12 at Tulsa, 6p.m 
S 19 Mississippi State, 6 p.m 
©3 Nebraska (at Kan. City), TBA 
O10 at Texas Tech, 6 pm. 
017 at Kansas State, 1 om. 
024 Oklahoma, 6 p.m. 
O31 Texas A&M, 2 p.m. 
N7 atTexas, TBA 
N14 SW Louisiana, 3pm. 
N21 Baylor, 3pm, 

OREGON 
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19 San Jose State, 3 p.m. 
26 Stanford, 3\p.m. 

10 at ington State, TBA 
17 at UCLA, TBA 

24 Souther California, TBA 
7 Washington, 3 p.m, 

14 Arizona State, 3 p.m. 
21 at 
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$ 12 Baylor, 3. p.m. 
S 19 at So. California, 2:30 p.m, 
S 26 at Arizona State, 9 p.m, 
O83 at Utah State, 9 p.m. 
010 at Stanford, 4 pm. 
017 Arizona, 3 p.m. 
© 24 at Washington, 2:30 p.m 
O31 Califorma, 3 p.m. 
N7 UCLA, 3pm. 
N21 Oregon, om 

PENN STATE 
$5 So. Mississippi 2:20 p.m 
S 12 Bowling Green, noon. 
S 19 at Pittsburgh, 2°30 p.m, 
O3 at Ohio State, 11 am. 
O10 at Minnesota, 2:30 p.m 
O17 Purdue, 2:30 p.m. 
0 31 IHlinois, 2:30 p.m. 
N7 at Michigan, 11 am. 
N14 Northwestem, TBA 
N21 atWisconsin, 1 p.m. 
N 28 Michigan State, TBA 


WE OFFER THE 


BEST IN SERVICE 


YOUR AUTOMOBILE 
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1145 L Street 475-1145 
Mon - Fri, 7-5:30 © Sat 7:30-Noon 


r ca 
Ca =: —— 
‘s == _ 


DIVISION I-A SCHEDULES 
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4i1N 


PITTSBURGH 


N 21_ at Virginia Tech, noon. 
SAN DIEGO STATE 

$5 Wisconsin, & p.m. 

S 12 at Southern California, TBA 

S 24 Arizona, 7 p.m. 

O3 at Tulsa, 2pm. 

O10 Hawaii, 8 pm 

O17 at New Mexico, 7/p.m: 

024 Ulah, 8 p.m 

© 29 at Brigham Young, 7 p.m. 


| Oregon, 3p.m ississippi, 5 p. ‘ 
$5 Villanova, 2:30 pm. S oe on Maaapm S 26 at So, Mississ! ves sP. Mm. O 31 at Nebraska, TBA N21 at Eastern Michigan, noon, S 19 at Colorado, TBA 024 Oregon State, 2:30 p.m. 
$ 19 Penn State, 2:30,p.m. O3 at Virginia, noon. 03 Oe ear ies State; THA S 26 Sam Houston State, 8 p.m. 0.31 at So. California, 2: 6 
S36 gt Virginia yech WF I. . at es 017 Arkansas State, 4 p.m. N 14 at Texas Tech, 1 p.m. $5 at Cincinnati, 6 p.m. ©3 Oregon State, 9 p.m. *_N7_ at Oregon, 3 en ae 
Os Aeon eatome O17 al TeamstEl Paso, 7:20 O24 eae fo N 27 Texas A&M, 10 a.m. S12 at So. Methodist, 7 pm. 010 atWashington, 2:30pm. N44 UCLA. 2:30 om, 
© 10 at North Carolina, TBA O24 stemtamYours,1 pon Oo eenwdaana, 7 TEXAS-EL PASO S 26 Navy. 5 pm. 0.17. Idaho, 2 p.m. N21. atWashington St, 4pm 
O47 Ruigers, 2:30 pm O31 Utah 3pm 9, 1 p.m. N7_ atNEL Ste a; S5 at Texas Tech, 6 p.m. O03 Southern Mississippi5p.m. ©24 at Boise State, 8 p.m. WASHINGTON STATE 
© 31 vat Syracuse, 2:30 pm NZ. atHawali, 11:05 pm N 14 at Oklahoma State. 3 p.m. - $12 Oregon, 7:30 p.m. 017 Louisville, 2:30 p.m. 031 at New Mexico St, 2:30 p.m. _ § 5 Illinois, 5:30 p.m 
N7 Temple, 230pm. N14 San Diego State, 8 Ne STANFORD S26, at NewMexco Stale, 8pm. © 24) at Rutgers, 11 am. N7 Nevada, 2 pm. $ 12 at Boise State, 8 p.m 
N14 Boston College, 2:30 p.m N21. atFresno State. 3 p.m. STi ; O3 Colorado Slate, 7:30 p.m 0.31 SW Louisiana, 5.p.m. N14 North Texas, 2 p.m. S19 Idaho,4pm. 
es tas at a SOUTH CAROL $5 San Jose State, 2:30 p.m 010 at New Mexico, 7 p.m. N7_ at Memphis, 1 p.m. VANDERBILT S 26 at California, 6 p.m 
N27 West Virginia, 1:30 p.m. $5 Ball Sta ce $ 12 Arizona, 2:30 p.m. 017 San Jose State, 7:30 p.m. N14 at Army, noon. $5 at Mississippi State, 5 p.m. O03 atUCLA, 2:30 p.m. 
PURDUE ap ieee S IDNA CePE. 5:30 p.m, © 24 at Fresno State, 9 p.m N21 Houston, 5 p.m. $12 atAlabama,TBA . . © 10 Oregon, TBA 
A 30.at So. California, 1:20 © 19 Marshall Misty S 26 as RI. O31 Hawaii, 4 p.m. N 26 Louisiana Tech, 5 p.m. S 19 Mississippi, 6 p.m. 017 Southern California, TBA 
S12 Rise 11 » 1:30-p.m. eg ered p.m. ©O3 atNotreDame, 1-30 p.m. N7 atUtah, 2pm. LSA 03 at Texas Christian, 6 pm. 031 Arizona State, TBA 
S 19 Central Florida, 14 OS ete Ca cme or oo N14 igo ang S5 Southwest Missouri,6p.m.  ©10 WestemMichigan,6p.m, _N7_ at Arizona, 8 p.m. 
S 26 at NotreDame, 1:30 pn O10 at Kentucky, ‘eum 6 3 a UCLA BA Gal e TEXAS ‘AaM ae § 36 owen ane shee Cina ean Ceiba: 6 N 21 Washingt ae 
" pal - . S p.m. at ny at West Virginia, 11 a.m. 024 South Carolina, 6 p.m. ion, 4 p.m. 
Oa nnanens sae Oak KmeSs. noon: NigiSa Calfonvia, 2:30 p.m, A 31 Florida State, 7 p.m. Q3 San Diego State, 2 p.m. O31 Duke, 1pm. WEST VIRGINIA 
OFF. at Ben Senso Oat eae N14 Washington St, 2:30p.m. $12 Louisiana Tech, 7:30p.m. 010 atColorado St..2:30p.m. NZ Florida, 1 p.m. $5 Ohio State, 7 p.m. 
G4! Meck Wi@ ak ree N2t seaties nia. 2:30 p.m. S 19 at So. Mississippi, 2 p.m. 017 atRice, 2pm. N14 _at Kentucky, 12:30 p.m. S 19 Maryland, 5 p.m. 
© 31 Iowa. noon N21 at Clemson TBA $5 ices " aS oe a Rae Cae O31 UNA. Spin See Tnakike O3 alNay. ian 
. e P 3 at Kansas, 1 p.m: al , 3 p.m. VIRGINI. at , 11am. 
-- 4" be beeen SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA $12 at Michigan, 1:30 p.m. © 10 Nebraska, 1 p.m. N7_atSo. Methodist, 2 p.m. S 3 at Auburn, ie 010 at Tornple: 41am. 
a es ichigan 5 A 30 Purdue, 1:30 p.m. § 19 Rutgers, 11 a.m. 017 at Baylor, 6 p.m. N14 Texas Christian, 2 p.m. $12 Maryland, 11.a.m 024 Miami, 2:30 p.m. 
ape rt S 12 San Diego State, TBA Q 1 at N_ Carolina State, 7 p.m. © 24 Texas Tech, 1 p.m. N21 Wyoming, 2 p.m. S 19 Clemson, 2:30 p.m. O31 at Virginia Tech, 11 a.m. 
: S 19 Oregon State, 2:30 p.m. ©10 Cincinnati, 4:30’ p.m. © 31 at Oklahoma State, 2 p.m. UCLA S 26 at Duke, 11 a.m. N7_ Syracuse, 6:30 p.m. 
$5. Southern Methodist, 7 p.m. S 26 at Florida State, 2:30 p.m. 017 at Boston Coll., 2:30 p.m. N7 Oklahoma, 1 p.m. $12 Texas, 2:30'p.m. 3 San Jose State, noon. Ni14at' Rutgers, 11'a.m. 
2 ud Rbtat eed! ti am. O3 Arizona State, 6 p.m. 0 31 Pittsburgh, 2:30 p.m. N14 Missouri, 1 p.m. S 19 at Houston, 2:30 p.m, 017 at Georgia Tech, TBA N21 Boston Col., 11 a.m. 
eka Day 7pm. 010 Calrfornia, TBA N7_at West Virginia, 6:30 p.m. N 27 at Texas, 10 a.m. S 26 at Miami, 11 a.m. 024 North Carolina State, TBA N 27 at Pittsburgh, 1:30 p.m. 
He oe age O17 atWashington State, TBA N14 Virginia Tech, 11 a.m. TEXAS CHRISTIAN 3. Washington St., 2:30 p.m. 031 at Wake Forest, TBA WESTERN MICHIGAN 
Se . Ses e State, 8 p.m. © 24 at Oregon, TBA N2j at Temple, 3 p.m. S5 at lowa Stale, noon. 010 at Arizona, 8 p.m. N7_ at Florida State, TBA S 3 Northern Iilinois, 7:30 p.m. 
si ars 2pm. O31 Washington, 2:30.p.m. N28 Miami, 2:30 p.m. S$ 12 Okiahoma, 6 p.m. 017 Oregon, TBA N14 North Carolina, TBA S 12 at Indiana, 6 p.m. 
oak ot Lge) 2pm. N7_ at Stanford, 2:30 p.m. TEMPLE S 26 Air Force, 6 p.m. © 24 at California, 2:30 p.m. N 28 at Virginia Tech, 11 a.m. S 19 at Toledo, 6 p.m. 
© 31 Colorado State; 2 pm. N21 atUCLA, TBA § 5 at Toledo, 6 p.m. 03. Vanderbilt, 6 p.m. 0.31 Stanford, TBA VIRGINIA TECH S26 Ohio, TBA 
re ore ec 2p.m. N 28 Notre Dame, 7 p.m. § 12 Akron, 3 p.m. © 10 Fresno State, 6 p.m. N7_ at Oregon State, 3 p.m. $5 East Carolina, 3 p.m. O3 NE Louisiana, 5:30 p.m. 
rb es se pm. SOUTHERN METHODIST _—‘S 19 al Boston College, 11am, 017 at So. Methodist, 2 p.m. N14 at Washington, 2:30 p.m. § 12 at Clemson, noon. O10 atVanderbitt, 6 p.m. 
at Air Force, 1/p.m: S5 at Rice, 7 p.m. S 26 at Maryland, 5 p.m. 0.24 al Colorado State, 1pm. N21 Southern California, TBA $19 at Miami, 7 pm. Or17 Eastern Michioan nco0. 
_ RUTGERS S 12 Tulane, 7.p.m. 03 William & Mary, 3 p.m. 031 Wyoming, 2 p.m. UNLV S 26 Pittsburgh, 11 a.m. NTN al ade LILO) 
$5 Richmond, 5 p.m. S 19 at Arkansas, 6 pm. 010 West Virginia, 11 a.m. N7 Rice, 2pm. $5 at Northwestern, TBA O8 at Boston College, 7 p.m- N7 o ear S Pine 
$12 at Boston College, 11\a.m. S 26 Mississippi, 6 pm. 017 at Virginia Tech, 11 a.m. N14. at Tulsa, 2 p.m. $12 Air Force, 9 p.m. O17 Temple, 11 a.m. N14 Salk Lat Jal 
S$ 19 at Syracuse, 11 am. O3. at Hawaii, midnight. 031 at Rutgers, 11 a.m. N21 at UNLV, 3pm. S 19 at Wisconsin, 1 p.m. 024 at Ala.-Birmingham, 6 p.m. WISCONSIN 
S 26 Army, 5pm. 010 at Wyoming, 1 p.m. N7_ at Pittsburgh, 2:30 p.m. EXAS TECH S 26 at Colorado St., 2:30 p.m. O31 West Virginia, 11 a.m: 55 fal San Disso Ss 
O3 Miami, 11 am. O17 Texas Christian, 2 p.m. N14 Miami, 3 p.m. $5 Texas-El Paso, 6 p.m. O3 Nevada, 9 p.m. N14 at Syracuse, 11 a.m. S +> Ohi in mba tate, 8 p.m. 
017. at Pittsburgh. 2-30 pm. O24 UNLV, 2pm. N21 Syracuse, 3 p.m. $ 12 at North Texas, 630 p.m. ©1410 atBrighamYoung, 1pm. | N21 Rutgers, noon. SP auUNLY A nee 
024 Tulane, 17 aim. O3 1 at Air Force, 1pm. TENNESSEE S 19 Fresno State, 6 p.m. 017 Wyoming, 6 p.m. N 28 Virginia, 11 a.m. S 26 Northwes' ne it 
© 31 Temple, 47 a.m. N7_ Tulsa, 2 p.m. $5 at Syracuse, 11 a.m. S 26 at lowa State, 1 p.m. O 24 _atSo. Methodist, 2 p.m. WAKE FOREST O3 at Indiana at Sls 
N7 at Navy, 17am. N14 Colorado State, 2pm. S$ 19 Florida, 7 p.m. O3 Baylor, 6 p.m. 0 3} Tulsa, 3 pm. $5 at Air Force, noon. OldnPunae psp ee 
N14 West Virginia, 11 a.m. N21 at Navy, 11am. 4 ©10 Oklahoma State, 6 p.m. “ 4 at Rice, 2 p.m. S 10 Navy, 7pm. 017 at illinois TBA. ? 
io) 
oO s 
$s 
s 


SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI 
$5 at Penn State, 2:30.p.m. 
S 19 Texas A&M, 2 p.m. 
S 26 SW Louisiana, 5 p.m. 
O3 at Tulane, 5 p.m. 
Q10 Louisvilie, 5 p.m. 
O17 at Army, noon. 
O24 East Carolina, 5 p.m. 
O 31 at Alabama, TBA 
N7 at Houston, 2°30 p.m. 


26 Houston, 6 p.m. 

8 at Auburn, 1 p.m. 

10 at Georgia, 2:30 pm. 

24 Ajabama, 2:30 p.m. 

037 at South Garolina, TBA 

N7 Alabama-Birmingham, 3 p.m. 


017 at Colorado, TBA 

O24 at Texas A&M, 1 p.m. 

O31 Missouri, 1 p.m. 

N14 Texas, 1 p.m. 

N21 at Oklahoma, 1 p.m. 
TOLEDO 

$5 Temple, 6 p.m. 

$12 at Ohio State, 11:30 a.m. 

S 19 Western Michigan, 6 p.m. 

S 26 at Miami, Ohio, 1 p.m. 


1 

21 Texas Christian, 3 p.m. 
UTAH 

5 


at Utah State, 8 p.m. 

12 Louisville, 8 pm. 

19 Hawaii, 8 p.m. 
S 26 Boise State, 8 p.m. 
O3 atWyoming, 2p.m. 
017 Fresno State, 2 p.m. 
© 24 at San Diego State, 8 p.m. 
O31 at San Jose State, 3 p.m. 
N7 Texas-E! Paso, 2 p.m. 


S 26 at Clemson, 11 a.m. 

O3 Appalachian St., 5:30 p.m. 

©10 Duke, TBA 

O17 at Maryland, TBA 

024 North Carolina, TBA 

© 31 Virginia, TBA 

N7_ at North Carolina St, TBA 

N14 Florida State, TBA 

N21 at Georgia Tech, TBA 
WASHINGTON 


$12 Montana State, 3 p.m. 
S$ 19 at Georgia, noon. 

S 26 Louisiana Tech, 3 p.m. 
O3 Utah, 2pm. 

010 So. Methodist, 7 p.m. 
017 at UNLV.6 pm. 


N7_ Fresno State, 6 p.m. N14 Memphis, 5 p.m. $12. af UCLA, 2:30 p.m. ©3 Central Florida, 6 p.m. S5 at Arizona State, 9 p.m. 

N14 at San Jose State, & p.m. N21 at Nevada, 2 p.m. S 19 atKansas Siale,2:30p.m. 0710 Ball State, 11 a.m. N14 at New Mexico, 2 p.m. S 19 Brigham Young, 2:30 p.m. © 24 Rice, 2pm. 

N24 Texas-El Paso, 8 pim. SW LOUISIANA S 26 Rice, 1 p.m. 017 Bowling Green, 6 p.m. N21 ‘Brigham Young, 12:30 p.m. S$ 26 at Nebraska, 2:30 p.m. © 31 at Texas Christian, 2 pm. 
SAN JOSE STATE S5 at Arkansas, 6 p.m. O3 lowa Stale, TBA O24 at Akron, 11 am. UTAH STATE O3 Arizona, 9:15 p.m. N7_ at Cojorado State, 1 pm. 

$5 al Stanford, 2:30 p.m. $12 NW State, La., 7 p.m- 010 Oklahoma, 2:30 p.m. O31 at Northern Illinois, 11 a.m. $5 Utah, 8 p.m. ©10 Utah State, 2:30 p.m. N 14 Air Force,'1 p.m. 

S$ 12 \daho, 8 p.m. S 19 at Louisiana Tech, 6 p.m. Q24 Baylor, TBA N14 Central Michigan, 1 p.m. §$ 12 at New Mexico, 7 p.m. 017 Califomia, 5:30 p.m. N21 at Tulsa, 2 p.m. 


Like a good neighbor 
State Farm ts there® 


See me for car, home, life, 
business and health insurance. 


BOB HABERMAN, 


LUTCF 


Agent 


Bus. 483-7578 
Mon-Fri 8:30-5:00, Sat by Appt. 


7121 O St. 
Res, 483-7300 


STATE FARM 


State Farm Insurance Companies. Home Offices Bloominaton, Illinois 


Judah Caster Company 


A Nebraska Owned & Operated Business for over 70 Years! 


a4 


Basi 
PAYSON ° 


823 N STREET 


LINCOLN, NEBRASKA 68508 


477-8310 
8:30 - 5:00 M-F 


2621 FARNAM STREET 
OMAHA, NEBRASKA 68131 


(402) 345-1170 


8:30 - 5:00 M-F 
1906 CENTRAL AVE. 
“KEARNEY, NEBRASKA 68847 
(308) 234-1971 
122 W. 3RD ST. 
RAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA 68801 
(308) 382-9092 


Casters - Platforms Trucks - Hand Trucks 


Small Tires & Tubes - Fumiture Glides 


*Football Saturdays Only 


RE 
PRIME RIB BUFFET 


All You Can Eat 


ony LZ 
JAX 


Restaurant and Lounge 
“A Lincoln Tradition Since 1977” 
27th & Woods Blvd. ° 423-0166 


~ 4123 Progressive 
466-DOOR 


Immediately following the game 
Plus full menu available 


(N.E. Corner by Russ IGA) 
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NEWS SERVICES 

Contracts are all but signed, a compli- 
cated formula is in place, and college 
football is poised for the Bowl 
Championship Series debut. 

First, an education is necessary. 

The Big Ten, Pac-10 and Rose Bowl 
must learn what pedestrian life is all 
about. 

Other BCS bowls and conferences 
must learn what life is usually like in 
Pasadena, Calif. 

And football fans in the South must try 
to learn just how much sacrifice took 
place for the BCS to come to fruition. 

While college football fans burned 
brain cells trying to break down the BCS 
selection formula released in June, the 
biggest development for 1998 is the Rose 
Bowl’s inclusion in the BCS. A No. 1-vs.- 
No. 2 bowl game could not be guaranteed 
without the Rose, as we discovered last 
season when Michigan was No. 1 and 
Nebraska was No. 2. 

Despite the Rose’s inclusion, however, 
change is inevitably slow. On paper, if the 
Rose ‘Bowl loses a Big Ten or Pac-10 
team to the title bowl, the Rose would 
select from an at-large pool from any 
Division I conference. 

“Delany and Hansen are already 
all over me about taking the (Big Ten 


a Sta rTran \p 


THE BOWLS | 
Entering the spotlight: Bowl Championship Series 


Rose Bowl breaks from tradition, joins title chase 


1998 bowl schedule 


Date Site 

Dec.19 Las Vegas 
Dec.23 Pontiac, Mich. 
Dec.25 Honolulu 
Dec.25 Honolulu 
Dec.26 Tucson, Ariz. 
Dec. 29° Miami 

Dec.29 San Antonio 
Dec,29 Nashville 

Dec. 30 San Diego 
Dec.30 Boise, Idaho 
Dec.31 Shreveport, La. 
Dec.31 Memphis, Tenn. 
Dec. 31 
Dec. 31 
Jan. 1 
Jan, 1 
Jan. 1 
Jan. 1 
Jan, 1 
Jan.1 
Jan. 2 
Jan. 4 


Bowl 

Las Vegas 
Motor City 
Aloha 

Mele Kalikimaka 
Insight,com 
Sunshine Classic 
Alamo 

Music City 
Holiday 
Humanitarian 
Independence 
Liberty 

Peach 

Sun 

Citrus 

Cotton 

Gator 
Outback 

Rose 

Sugar 

Orange 
Fiesta 


Atlanta 

El Paso, Texas 
Orlando, Fla. 
Dallas 
Jacksonville, Fla. 
Tampa, Fla. 
Pasadena, Calif. 
New Orleans 
Miami 

Tempe, Ariz. 


or Pac-10) runner-up, but we're not 
going to put anything in a contract,” 
Rose Bowl football committee 
chairman Harriman Cronk said, refer- 
ring to Big Ten Commissioner Jim 
Delany and Pac-10 Commissioner Tom 
Hansen. “I’m not exaggerating. I think 
this is very exciting. I hope other 
people are going to get this excited about 


Matchup 

WAC #3 vs. at-large team 

MAC champ vs. at-large team 

Pac-10 #4 vs. at-large team 

WAC #2 vs. Pac-10 #5 

Big 12 #5 vs. Big East #3 or Notre Dame 

ACC #4 vs, Big Ten #6 

Big Ten #4 vs. Big 12 #4 

: SEC #6 vs. at-large team 

Pac-10 #2 or at-large team vs. Big 12 #3 

Big West champ vs, at-large team 

SEC #5 vs, at-large team 

ESPN Conference USA champ vs. at-large team 
ESPN ACC #3 vs. SEC #4 
CBS Pac-10 #3 vs. Big Ten #5 
ABC SEC #2 vs. Big Ten #2 
FOX WAC #1 or Pac-10 #2 vs. Big 12 #2 
NBC ACC #2 vs, Big East #2 or Notre Dame 
ESPN SEC #3 vs. Big Ten #3 
ABC Bowl Championship Series 
ABC Bowl Championship Series 
ABC Bow! Championship Series 
ABC Bowl Championship Series 


some of the possibilities.” 

Inreality, anyone who thinks the Rose 
won't replace a lost team with another 
from the Big Ten or Pac-10 hasn’t been 
paying attention. It always has been 
important for those conferences to send 
teams to the Rose Bowl for the New 
Year. 

At least one bowl, the Citrus Bowl, is 


hoping the Big Ten never sends a team to 
a non-Rose title game, because then the 
Citrus could lose a highly ranked Big Ten 
runner-up for its game. 

The Gator Bowl’s recent agreement 
with the Insight.com Bowl, the Big East 
and Notre Dame gives the Gator more 
options with the Fighting Irish than early 
reports indicated. If Notre Dame isn’t eli- 
gible for the Bowl Championship Series, 
Jacksonville’s bowl can reel in the Irish 
in two of the next four years. The other 
two years (again, with the BCS caveat) 
Notre Dame would head to the Insight. 

Nevertheless, Cronk and others are 
making the rounds to various summer 
conference football meetings to intro- 
duce themselves to coaches and other 
officials. 

Call it summer school. Already Cronk, 
who essentially runs the Rose Bowl game 
with Delany and Hansen, has had to 
adjust. 

The BCS mandated changes in some 
ways the Rose did business. For instance, 
the bow! must rent practice space (prob- 
ably from the L.A. Coliseum and Dodger 
Stadium) and block off a large number of 
hotel rooms. 

Such routines have been the norm for 
most bowls, Alas, the Rose Bowl never 
was most bowls. 


It's Easy - Park at any one of the lots listed Its Economical - Just deposit the correct 


below. Continuous shuttle buses will 
run to Memorial Stadiums east side 
beginning 2 hours before kick-off and 
return immediately after the game. 


fare in the bus farebox, which will 


accept coins and bills, 


It's Fun -Join other Cornhusker fans for an 


enjoyable, hassle-free ride to the game, 


Downtown Shuttle to Stadium 


6 Express Lots 
Southeast Community College - 88th & “O” 
Holmes Lake - 70th & Normal 
Sam's Club - 27th & Superior 
Gateway Mall - 61st & “O” 
State Department of Roads - 14th & Burnham 
K-Mart Super Center - 27th & Cornhusker 
$2.00 each way 


City County Employee Parking Lot - 10th & “H” 


State Office Building 


- 14th between “L” 8¢ “M” 


Shuttle service approximately every 15-20 minutes from these locations 
beginning 2 hours before kick-off 
‘August 29 and September 5 ONLY 
Express service from Bob Devaney Sports Center to Stadium 
$1.00 each way : 
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MOTOROLA 


Go Big Red | 


The Husker Phone. 


Make a powerful statement two-line character display. 
by carrying the Husker Phone, ‘Plus, it’s data, hands-free 
available exclusively from and booster capable. And 
Aliant Cellular. It features nine a portion of each sale goes . 
selectable ringers and alarge, to the UNL Scholarship Fund. 


© 
A lant Cellular. - 15th & M © 48th & Old Cheney Road 


Cotner & O Streets * 436-5050 


MAKING IT EASIER TO COMMUNICATE.” 


© 1998 Aliant Communications Inc. Aliant Cellutar is a registered service mark of Aliant Communications inc. All rights reserved. 


[New 5 eason New Gear 


‘See What’s New For Fall at Nebraska Bookstore. 


Nebraska Bookstore has what you want for football season. 
Adidas is here! We have hats, T-shirts, pants, polos and 
more. Nebraska Bookstore has the largest selection of 
Husker gifts and accessories anywhere. You’re sure to find 
something you like. 


Call 1-800-627-0047 for your free 
Neel geus es 1998 °° °2c Collection Catalog 


1300 Q Street Lincoln, NE 68508 Visit our website @ 
476-111 « FAX 476-7755 


ere Wwww.nebraskabookstore.com 


